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A Brief-aud "04 "IE of the ex-# 
ceeding Mercy of God in Chriſt, *.-7 
to His poor Servant "1 *g 
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NA Mi LY 
» his taking of him ont of the Dung, 
:erting of him to-the-Faith of V5 | 
* Feſas Chrift, © *" 
"HE Rt fo ns 
ls 4!ſo particularly ſhewed what ſight ofg,9f 
what troable he bad for Sin; and alſg. what uae. © 
| rius Temptations be bath met with,” and bag" 
E God bath carried him through them, 


1 
62 


| 


- 


—  —_——_ _ m———_ — —_—_ ce 


Gredtea and much enlarged now 7 by the Aus 
. rinar, for the benefic of che- Tempred; ple be x 
Dejetied. Chaltien, * AS 


Ks, 2d than ally that EI Gol, 4 
| clave what « bit dans fur my Sovl, 


A Prefices or, BricFaccount of the® -" 
publiſhing this Work : i 


\ W ritten by the Author thercof, -and 
Wu dedicated to thoſe whom God hath 
counted him worthy to beger tor 
Faith, by his Miniſtry in.the Word. 


Hildren, Grace be with yous. 
Amen. T being taken from you 
inpreſence, and fo tied up,. that Þ 
cannot perform that duty, rang. 
rom\God doth lic upon me. to you W | 
for your further ediſying and building. | 
in Faith-and Holineſs,. &c. Tet that - Jou's.o F” 
may ſee my Soul hathfatherly caxe ana" ates | 
tre after your Spiritual 'and everlaſtio* 
wel, are, 1 now once ara as before Tonk" 
the rop of Shenir and "Hermon, fo. apr. 
rom the Lions [ens;. and. from: the+ © © 
Mountains of the Leopards, { Sang 483% 
» $& look yet after you all, greatly lnrgis 2 
Þ /ce your ſale arrival mo: I H E: 
Wired Haven. 
I thank God upon every R onndraxdugeti 
your, ants rejoyce even whale I poop, 
be Teeth ef the Lions in the 'Wildery "I 
& the grate and mercy; . and» knav 
[4 briſk our Sauioury Which God... 
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© thafire,and he cloud, and the darkneſeythat 
1 aight fear the Lord all the days of m yi! 


The Preface. 
ſtowed upon you, with abundance of Faith 
and Love. Tour hungrings and thirſtings 
alſo after further acquaintance with the 
Father in his Son your tenderneſs of 


Heart, your tremblins at ſin, your ſob, 


and holy deportment alſo, before both God 
and men, 1s great refreſhment to me : for 
you are my glory and joy, 1 Theſ.2 2p. 

[ have ſent you here encloſed a dropsf 
that honey, that I: have taken ouf of the 
Carcaſe cf a Lion, © Judg. 14. 55 647, 8+ 
F bave eaten theredf my ſelf alſo, and am 
much refreſhed thereby. (Temptations 


$. When we meet them at firſt, are as the Li- 
euthat roared upon Sampſon : but if, we 
= gvercome them, the next time we ſee them, 


we ſhall find a Neſt of Honey within them.) 
The Philiſtians underſtand me not. It is 
ſomething a Relation of the work, of God 
por my own Soul, even from the very firſt, 
::ll now: wherein you may perceive my 


- caſtings down, and riſings up: for he: 
worndeth, and his hands make whole. It 


x writtes in the Scripture, If 38, 19. The 


»Ather to the Children ſhall make known 
the truth of God. Teazit was for this reaſon! 


Tay ſo lng at Sinai,Lev.4.10.11,) qi 
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The Preface.” 
{life upon carth,and telFofhis wondrous 
PY tomy children, P ſal. 43» 4s 5- 
; oſes,Num.33. 1,2. writ of #beTour- 
| neyings-of the children of {faclfrom E- 
"I eypt ro the Land of Canaan;and command- 
LY ed alſo, that they did remember their fors 
' Yty years travel in the Wilderneſs. Thou 
« | ſhalt remember all the way which the 
FI Lord thy Godled thee theſe forty years 
eflin the Wilderneſs, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee,and to know whit was. 
2 | in thine heart,whether thouwouldſtkeep- 
sf his Commandments or no, Dext. 3. 2, 3. 
- | Wherefore this ] have endeavoured to do ; 
e | and nct only ſo,but to publiſh it alſo}, that uf = 
» | God will;cthers may be put in remembrance © 
of what he hoth done for their Souls, by. 
SY reading his work upon me. _ pl 
al It isprofitable for Chriſtians to bt often 
'2 | calling to mind the very beginmings 
YI Grace with their Souls.It isa night to be 
224 much obſerved to the Lord,for 'bringinis' 
/tFthzm out fromthe Land of Ex vr. THER: 
JI thit night ofthe Lord to be obſerved of” 
NJ all the Children of //-aet in their genera * 
tions, Exod. 12. 42. My God,fairh Dax 
{yYid, Pſal. 42. 6. My Soul is caſt UQWiF.” : 
within me z but I will remember that 
from the Land of Jordan;andofthen 
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'The Prefice. 
monites,from the hill Mizar. He remem-F 
bred alſo the Li:n and the Bear, when bel 


wha; pet ren 
went to fight with the Giant of Gath,., 
1 Sam. 17. 36, 37- wc; 


It was Pauls accuſtcemed manner, Ads. 
2.2. and that when tried for hu life, Acts 
24. even toopen before his Fndges the man- 
ner of his Converſion: He would think, o 
that day and that hour, in which: he firſt 
did meet with Grace : for he found it ſup-}, 

ted him. When God had broigght the 
Children of Iſracl intothe Red Seas. far 
into the Wilderneſs ; yet they muſt turn: 
quite about thither again, toremember the 
drowning of their enemies there;Nan. 14. 
25. fir though they ſang his. praiſe before} 
yet they form foxgat þis works). Pſ. 106. 
9 | L, 

In this Diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee 
much ; mach, I ſay, of- the-Grace. of God 
towards me : 1:thank God ! can count it 
much ; for it was above my ſins, \gnd Sar, 
tans Temptations too. I canrememoer my 
\fears, and douhts ; and ſad moneths, wit 
Cap; ort 3 they are as the head of Golialy 
in.my hand : there was nothing to David 
like Goliah's Sword. even that Sword that 
ſhould have been ſheathed in-his bowels ; for 
the very ſb; htrand remembrance of that lis 


preach 


| we Pretaes © 
breach forth Gods deliverance tohim.0 the 
"hemenbrance of my great fins, of my great 
Hempt ations,and of my great fears of periſn- 
, ng for ever / They bring freſh into my 

mind, the remembrance of my great help, 
Sin great ſupport from Heaven, and the 
Breat grace that God extended to ſuch a 


"ÞIwretch as /. 

My cear Children,call to mnd the for- * 
it mer days and years of ancient times ;, re- 
member alſo your ſongs in the night, and 
commune with your own heart, Pſalm 73. 
T'i;, 6,7, 3, 9, 10, 11, 12. yea, look dili- 
oently, and leave uo corfier therein un- 
earched, for that ts treaſure hjd : even the 

F Þreaſure of your firſt and ſecond experi- | | 
nce of the grace of God toward you. Rex 
member, 1 ſay, the Word that firſt laid 
old upon you ; remember your 'terrours of 
mſcience and fear of death and hell.: re- 
member alſo your tears and prayers to Gag, 
ea,how you ſighed under every hedge'of 
mercy. Have you never a Hull Mizar torg- 
rember ? Fave you forgot the Cloſe, the: 
Milk-houfe, the Stable, the Barn, andthe 
the, where God did viſit your Soul 3 Re- 
ember alſo the Word,theWord, Tſayaup- 
$1 which the Lord hathcauſed you to hope: . 0 
mu you bave ſinned againſt Liehtyif > » 
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| The Preface. 
tempted to blaſpheme if you are down inde 
fpair,if you think God fights againſt you, 0 ( 
if Heaven ts hid from your eyes ; rememb 
was thus with your Father, but out of 
them all the Lord delivered me. | 
I could have enlarged much in this 

diſcourſe of my temptation and troubles foſl 
ſfin,as alſo of the merciful kindneſs \ ani 
working of God with my Soul ; I could all 
have ſtept into a ſtile much higher than this 

in which 1 have here diſcourſed, and could i 
have adorned all things more than here 
haz: fetmed to do, but T dare not , God 
dicdnet play in,tempting of me ; neither did: ; 
Tplay when 1unk. as into a bottomleſs pry A 
when the pangs of hell caupht hold upon. _ 
me ;zwherefore' I may not playin relating off 
them, wrianh py fable? and lay y & | 
the thins. as-it was: He that liketh it 
let him reetitie it;, and he that dies net 
let bimproduce abetter. Farewel. 


... My dear Children, 

The Milk and Honey is beyond this wil 
* dernefs :- God be merciful to you 
"and grant you'-b2. not ſlothful 'tc 
"go initopoſlleſs the Land. 

Þ To, Bunyan. 
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it A Brief Relation of the exceeding Mer- 
nl cy of God in Chriſt, to his pgor 
off Servant John Bunyan. 


ing of God upon my 'S6ul;; ir will yor 
be amiſs, if 79: che firſt, place, I doin 
a few words give you's hint of wy Pe- 
ligree, and manner 'of - bringing up that 
hereby the, goodneſs and bounty. 10: 
ards me, may be the more advantea'ana'magy. 

ified before the ſons of men. Won 

F 2. For my Defcent then, 1t was, - as. .15'We 
own by many, of a low and inconfiderable: 
Þenerationz my Fachers honſe being of xlae 
nk that is meancſt, and moſt deſpiſed Bf; 
he familics 1n the Larnd, V Vherefore'F 
| B 


| this my Relation of. the merciful work- 
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2 Grace abounding 


not iwere, as others, to boaſt of Noble blood, 
or of. a High -borh ſtate according to the fleſh : 
though all things'confidered ,* I magnifie the 
Heavenly Majeſty , for that by this door he 
brought me into this VVorld, to partake off 
the Grace and Life that 1s in Chriſt by the Go- 
{pel. 

3 Bur yer notwithſtanding the meanneſs | 
and inconfiderableneſs of my Parents, it plea | 
fed God ro put it into their heart, ro put mef} | 
to School, to learn both to Read and VVritezf j 
the which I alſo attained, according to the rateſ| | 

t 
! 


cf other poor mens children, though tro my 
ſhame I confefs, I did ſoon loſe that. licde 
lIcarnr, even almoſt utterly, and that long be 
fore the Lord did work his gracious work off «c 
Conveslion upon my Soul. n 
4. As for my own natural life, for the time ſ 
that 1 was without God m the world, .jt was c 
indeed, according to the courſe of this worlkdganl# a 
the (pirit That now worketh #n the children of dif v1 
obedience, Eph. 2.'2, 3. Tt was my delight, td y 
be taken captiveby the Devil at his will,2 Timf 7 
2. 26. Being filed with all unrighteouſneſs 5ThY 1 
which. did alfa o ſtrongly work, and-put fortlff 1 
it ſelf, -both in my heart and life, and that from 4 
a child;. that I had but few Equals, (eſpecnailff xc 
confidering my years, , which were Ghar range 
ing .few ). both for curſing, ſwearing', Jyir 
and blaſpheming the Holy Name of God, 

"8, Yea, fo {cttled and roored was TI in the 
things, .that they became as a ſecond Nature | 
me ; the which, as T alſo have with ſoberne 
confidered fince, did fo offend the Lord;att 
,even in- my childhood he did ſcare andatrigh:t 
| rrihwict carful dreams , and did terrilie -iit; 


to the ckief of SRurers. 4 
with dreadful viſions. For often; after I had 
ſpent this and the other day in fin, I have in 
my bed bcen greatly atilited, while aſleep, 
with the appreheniions of Devils and wicked 
Spirits, who fſhll, as I chen thought, laboured 
to draw me away with them ; of which I could . 
never be rid. 

6. Alſo I ſhould ar theſe :years be greatly af- 
flifted and troubled with the thoughts of the 
fearful rorments of Hell-fire ; ſtill fearing thar 
ir would be my lor to be. found art laſt among(t 
thoſe Devils and Hel}iſh Fiends, who are there 
bound down with the chains and bonds of dark- 
neſs, unto the judgment of the grear Day. 

7. Theſe_ things, I ay, when I was bur a 
child, abour nine or ten years ohd.did (odiſtrets 
my Soul, that then, in the midſt of my may 
ſports and childiſh vanities, amidſt my vain 
companions, I was often much caſt down and 
afflicted in my mind therewith” yer could'T 
not let go my fins : yea, I was alſo then'ſoo- 
yercome with deſpair of life andheaver;; thar . 
I ſhould often wiſh cirher thar there rad Geen 
no Hell;or thatT had beera'Devil fiippoting they: 
were only tormentors; thar if ittiluſtpt6dsbe, 
that I indeed went thirher, 1 migheHExachier a 
*tormenror, than be tormented myſelf. * 
J- 8. A while hee, theſe terrible dreains did 
leave 'me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; fer; ivy: 
-pleaſures: 81d quickly cur off the woe Le hots | 
"ofthem, as if they had never beenz*w 
With tore greedmetls, according tv:the(ifenarth® © 
- ones 1 did oy ler looſe the rems roy 

Taft, 4rd” delighted in all tranſpreffionx againit + 
[4 "of God: {o thac until: [' cams to:the | 

Mate of Marriage, TOE rhe. very rig Jeanne gi 
'/. | 2 | 
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A Grace abounding 


all the Youth that kept me company, in all 
manner of vice and ungodlineſs. 

9. Yea, ſuch prevalency had the hluſts and 
fruirs of the tleſh, 1n this poor Soul of mine, 
> . that had not a miracle of precious Grace pre- 
* , vented,I had, not only periſhed by the ſtroke 

of eternal Juſtice, but had alſo laid my ſelf 

openevento rhe ſtroke of thoſe Laws, which 
bring ſome to diſgrace and open ſhame, before 
tic face of the world. 

ro. In theſe days the thoughts of Religion 
were very gricvous to me; I could neither 
endurc 1t my ſelf, nor that any other ſhould : 
ſo that when I have ſcen ſome read in thoſe |. 
Books that concerned Chriſtian Piety, 1t would 
be as it were a Priſon ro me. Then 7 ſaid unto || 

God, Dzpart from me, for 1 deſire not the know- || ; 

ledge of thy ways, Jo» 21. 14, 15. I was now || | 
void of all good conſideration 3; Heaven and | 
Hell were borh our of fight and mind; and as} , 
for Saving and Damning. they were leaſt in my , 

. thoughts. O Lord, thou bnoweſt my life, and my} þ 
a, 

NV 

ſ 


ways were not hid from thee. | 

It; But this I well remember, That though 
T could my ſelf {in with the greateſt delight and 
caſe; and alſo rake pleaſure 1n the vileneſs 9 
my companions; yet even then, 1f I have at 


any rime feen wicked things by thoſe who pro- i 
felled goodneſs, it would make my ſpirit trem: 

blezz#/As once above all the reſt, when I was] {aj 
in-my height of vanity, = hearing one. calf ww; 
Hixears; or a Religious moan} © 


that was reckoned ; 
Jo-grear a ſiroke upon my ſpirit; that-ith we 
L #%. < ake. = ' 31 Ne 

.God did not utterly leave me, -but bg 
-me ſtill , not now with  convittioa He) 
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to the ckief of Sinrers. 5,14 
I | but Judgements, yet ſuch as were mixt with © 
mercy. For once [ fell into a crick of the Sea, 

I | and ardly eſcaped drowning : another time | 

's | fell ourof a Boat into Bedford River, but mercy 

” | yet preſerved me alive : Eefides, another” 2 
© | tine bcing inthe field, with one of my compa- 
- nions, it chanced that an Adder paſſed over 
7e 


, 
41 


the High-way, ſo I having a ſtick in imine hand, ., 

ſtruck her over the back, and having ſtounded 

her, I forced open ker mouth with my flick, 
MJ and plucked her ſting out with my fingers, by 
or | which a@, had nor God been merciful ro me, I 
1: | might by my deſparatneſs have brought my telf 
[ie } to mince end. 
Id 13. This alſo I have raken notice of with 
0 | thankſgiving ; When I was a Souldlier, I with 
W- | others were drawn out to go to fuch a place to 
WW} befiege it, but when I was juſt ready to go, one 
nd} of the eompany deſired ro go in-myroom, to 
a5} which when I had conſented he took my place, - - 
MY} and coming to the fiege, as he ſtood Sentinel, 
my he was ſhot into the head with a Musket buller 

. | anddicd. 
gh 14. Here, as I ſaid, were Judgements, and 
and Mercy, bur neither of them did awaken my 
' OF foul to Righreouſneſs, wherefore I ſinned fill, 
- AY and grew more and more rebellious againſt God, 
TOy and carcleſs of mine own Salvation. 
emmy . 15, Preſently after this, I changed my con- 
way dirion into a Married ſtate ; and my tnercy 
Was, to light upon a Wife whoſe Farher was 
yy counted godly : This V Vorran and I, though 
n we-came together as poor as poor might be 
=, boy having ſo much houſhold-ſtuff as a' Diſh; 
089 or Spoon berwixt us both) yer this ſhe had fog» 
8g her part, The Plain Mans Path-way to Hanehy: |; 
+ and. 
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INE 6 (race abound 14 
F and The Praftice of Piety, which her Father had 


left her, when he died. In theſe two Books, I | 
ſhould ſometimes read with her, wherein I | t 
alio found ſome things that were fomewhar | ( 
pleafing ro me : (but all this while T met with | | 
no conviction. ) Che alſo would be often I? 
eeliing of me, what 2 godly man ber Father was, || a 
and how he would reprove and corre vice, bath 
#n his houſe. and amongt his neighbours ; what ar 
flrit and boly life he lived in bis day, both in || a 
word and ded. f 

15. Wherefore theſe Books, with this Rela- Þ t 
tion, though they did not reach my heart to | tl 
awaken it abour my (:4 and finful ſtate, yer | n 
they did beget within me ſome defires to Re- | v 
hgion: ſo that becauſe I knew no better, I fell 
in very cagerly with the Religion of the Times, 
to wit, to goto Church twice a day, and that 
too wih'the foremoſt, and -there ſhould very 
devoutly both ſay and ſ:ng as others did; yet 
retaining. my wicked hte : bur withal, I was ſo 
over-run- with the ſpirit of ſaperſtition, rhar I 
adored, and that with great devotion, even all 
things ( both the High-place , Prieſt, Clerk, 
Veſtments, Service, and whar elfe) belonging 
to the Church ; counting all things holy that 
were *therein contained ; and eſpecially rhe 
Prieſt and Clerk moſt happy , and wirhoiuk 
donbr preatly bleed, becauſe they were x 
Servants, as T thenthought, of God 3 *and were 
prine)pal_in the holy Temple, to do his work 


> 212. This conceir grew. fo ſtrong, in, lirtle th 
ting upon my {piric”, thar had | bur fecn I ( 
Pricf(rhovgh never ſo fordid and debauchdÞ 
ed i038 1ife ) I ſhould find 'my tpirie fall vga 
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to the clief of Sinners. ; 
der him, reverence him, and knit unto hims. 
I | yea, I thought for the love IT did bear unto 
I | them, ( ſuppoſing they were the Miniſters 'of 
at | God) I could have lain down at their feer, and 
th | have been ,trampled npon by them; their: 
en | Name, their Gard, and Work, did ſo intoxicate 
x, | and bewitch me, | 

th 138. Afrer I had ben thus for ſome confide- 
+ 4 | rable time, another thought came 1h my mind, 
in | and that was, Wherher we were of the Iſraet- 
ites or no? For finding mn the Scriptures, that 
la- | they were once the peculiar People of God 
ro | thought 1, if I were once of this race, my Soul 
ret | mult needs be happy. Now again I found 
ze- | within mc a great longing to be refulved about 7 
fell | this queſtion, but could not, tell how Tſhould't. 
es, | at laſt, I asked my Father of ir, who told ame 
hat | No, we were not: wherefore then 1 felt 
cry perk, as to the hopes of char, and {oremain+" 
yet > WEIS Þ 
ol. _—_ Bur all this while I was not ſenſible. of * 
ir If the danger and evil of fn ; I was kepr from 
zall} conſtdering that fin would damn me, ike, 
rk, $ gion ſoever I followed, unleſs I was found 11 
ing Chrift : nay, 1 never thought -of 
hat whether there was ſuch an one or na i 


th © 
ont himſelf with vanity ; for be kuowerlp way. 
thell to the City of God, Ecclel. jo. 1 $. | C 
Mi - 20But one day (amongft all the anda 
pur Parſon made ) his ſubje& was to rear-olg 
the Sabbath day , and of the evi] kit 
thar, ether wich labour, ſporrs, or && ©354 
of (poy 1 was notwithſtanding my Rehigion, + ones 
ich Bit rogk: much delight in all manner- of vie 
JAnc eſpecially that was the Day that 1 ad! d rnd w 
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"my ſelf therewith. ) Wherefore I fell in my 
conſcience under his Sermon, thinking and be- | M 
heving that he made rhat Sermon on purpoſe to || © 
ſhew me my evil-doing ; and at that time I fete} f1 
what guilt was, though never before, that [] & 
can remember; but then I was for the preſent } 70 
greatly Tloaden therewith, and ſo went hone} ® 
when the Sermon was ended, witha great bur-| T 
den on my ſpirit. I 

21. This for that inſtant did benum the fi- {| Þc 
news of my beſt delights, and did imbitter my || 1! 
former p'calures ro me: but behold, it laſted Þ| 
not; for before I had well dined, the trouble} }; 
began to go off my mind; and my heart re- | 14 
turned to its old courſe : bur Oh ! how glad M 
was I, that this trouble was gone from me, and} 
© that the fire was pur our, that I might fin again || Þ« 

== controul ! Wherefore when I had fa-| i* 

© tified nature with my food, 1 ſhook the Ser- 

mon our of my mind, and to my old cuſtom of f| Þ< 

& Fports and gaming, I returned with great de-ff *© 


kr, " 
gf?" Bur the ſame day as T1 was in the midſt] 'Þ 
ofa gamear Car, and having ſtruck it one blow] [c: 
1 from-rhe hole ; juſt as 1 was about to ſtrike ir} Sc 
=” the ſcecnd time, a voice did ſuddenly darrfj fO 
© from-Heaven. into my Soul, which ſaid, #3/e} fo 
*-fbow leave thy fins, and go to Heaten ? or bave i 
E thy fins, and go to Hell ? Ar this I was putroa a 
+ <xceeding maze ; wherefore leaving my Carf] 
= 6ponr the ground, I looked up to Heaven, andf '4! 
=; was as if 1 had with the eyes of my underſtand: 
*:10g, {een the Lord Jeſus looking down-upotl 
= -me,- as being very hotly diſpleaſed with me. 
Sand as if he did ſeverely threaten me withiſfame® 
Emgpricvous puniſhment for theſe, and orher. ao 
{75 Wa odly pradtices. YN 
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to the chief of Sinners. | 


23. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my 
mind, bur ſuddenly this Concluſion was fafined 
on my ſpirit, ( for the former hint did fer my 
ſins again before my face.) That I had been 4 
great and grievous Sinner, and that it was now 
too late for me to-look after Heaven, Fur Chrift 
would not forgive me, nor pardon my tranſgreſſions. 
Then T fel] ro muſing upon this alſo; and while 
F was thinking on 1t, and fearing leſt ir ſhould 


be ſo, I felt my heart fink in deſpair, conclud- 


ing ic was too late ; and therefore I refolved 
in my mind, I would go on in fin : for chovghr 
J, if the cafe be thus, my ſtate 1s ſurely mule- 
rable z miſerable, if I leave my fins; and bur 
miſerable, if I follow them, I can bur be 
dainned 3 and 1f it muſt be fo, I had as good 
-" damned for many fins, as be damned tor. 
EW. 

24+ Thus I ſtood in the midſt of my play, 
before all thar then were preſent ;.. bur yer T 
told rhem nothing : bur, I ſay, Thaving made 
this concluſion, I returned deſperately to my 
ſport again; and I well remember, that; pre» 
ſencly this kind of deſpair did. ſo: p6ilefs my 
Soul that I was perſwaded I could never. attain 


to other comfort than what 1 ſhovld get in fin 3. *N 
for Heaven was gone already, ſo that on thag 4 3 
muſt not think : wherefore I found within me  : 
agrear defire to take my fill of ſin, ſtill ſhijaying- + 


£2 


wha: fin wag yer to be committed, that'f.naght 


taſte the ſweetneſs of it; and I made as much 


haſte as I could to fill my belly with irs delicates,.. | 
if {eſt I ſhould die before 1 had my defire : for 3 
thar I feared greatly. In theſe things: Iprote® 7 


'S; 


gore God, I lye not, neither do T feign this forn 
ſpeech ; theſe were really , ſtrongly 
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with all my heart, my defires 3 the good Lovd 
whoſe mercy #s unſearchable, forgive me my tranſ- 
"grti/rons. 
”* 25. ( And IT am very confident that this 
tempration of the Devil, 1s more uſual amongſt 
poor creatures than many are aware of, even 
to @ver-run the ſpirits with a ſcurfy and ſeared 
frame of hearr, and henumming of conſcience : 
which frame, he ſtilly and (hy fpplieth with 
. ſuch deſpair, that rhovgh not much guile at- 
tenderh Souls, yer they continually have a ſe- 
cret concluſron within them, that there is no 
hopes for them ; for they have loved ſins, there- 
fore aſttr them they will go. Jer. 2. 25. & 18. 
12.) 
' 26, Now therefore I went on in fin with 
grear greedineſs of mad , ſill grudging that 
T could nor be ſo ſatrsfed with it as I would :'n 
this did continue with me about a moneth, or 10 
more. Burt one day as I was ſtanding at ap 
Neighbours Shop-window,: and there curfing | at 
and ſwearing, and playing the Mad-man after} a1 
my wonted manner, there fate within, the Wo-{-B 
man of the houſe, and heard me ; who thoughſ] bi 
© bhc alſo was a very looſe and ungodly Wretch, "fo 
" yer proteſted that I-ſwore and curſed at rhary tr 
” moſt fezrtul rare, that fhe was made to trembleJ' 8 
+ to hear me : And rold me further, That 1-wayg 0! 
” the anzodlieſt Fellow, for ſmearing, that fur m 
heard in at her life; and that 1 by thus doing 
Was able to [bail all ths Yonth in the whole Towng'm 
ff hy came but in my company. | 
29. Atrthis reproof F was filenced, and pull *' 
& to ſecrer ſhame ; and that too as IT thought, -re 
1 fote the God of Heaven : wherefore while Þ 
there, and hanging down my heady 
wHRC 


fo the clief of Sinners, f1 
wiſhed with all my heart that I might be a lit Io 2 
1 | child again, thar my Father mghr learn me to 
ſpeak without this wicked way of ſwearing : 
1is | forthought I, Tam fo accuſtomed to ir, that 1t 
»ſt | 15 but ;n vain for me to- thmk of a reformation, 
en | for T cthovght it could never be. 
ed 28, Buthow jt came to paſs, 1know nor, 
e : | did from this time forward, fo leaye my ſwear» 
:1 | ing, that it was a great wonder ro my e't to 
1t- | obſerve it 3; and whereas 'beſfore I:knew not 
ſe. | how to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oath before; and - 
no | another behind, to make my words have-autho- 
re= | rity, now I could without it ſpeak berter, and 
18, | with more pleaſantneſs, than ever T covld'be- * 
fore : a'] this while I knew not Jeſus Chriſt,net- 
ith |-ther did I leave my ſports and play. 
hat 29. But quickly after this,” 1 fell in conn: 
d :'ny with one poor man, that made prof; 
or {of Religion 3 who, as I then thov b” didratk 
- af pleaſantly of the Scriprures, and 0 che matters... 
ng {| and of Religion: wherefore falling into ſomeloye- .. 
rr} and hking to what he ſaid, I beto: k me des 
To- Bible,and began to take great pleaſure int | 
zghf] but eſpecially with the Hiſtorical parr'ther 
ch, for as for Pauls Epiſtles, and ſuc Tike Sctip- \ 
hat tures I could nor away with ther, being as yer-. 
ble 1gnoranc ceicher-of the corruprions of my nature, 
y.roj or of the want and worth of Jeſus Chriſtro fave. J} 
me. . 
nz 39. Wherefore I fell toſome: outward Refor--_- 
'marion, both 1m my words and life, -and did” 
| fir the Commandments before me ſor my way #0 Hei -- 
#0 : which Commandments I allo -did firive. recp he 
bey-rekeep ; and, as I rhoughr, did keep-thems 
le cry well ſomerimes, and'thew'1 in 


Ly "4 det; yer now and: ——— | 
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:.nd ſo afflit my Conſcience z but then T ſhould 
repent, and ſay I was ſorry or it, and promite 
God to do betrer nexr rime, and there get hclþ 
gain, for then I thought I pleaſed God as well 
as any man in England. 

31. Thus I continued abour a year, all which 
time our Neighbours did rake me tobe a very 
godly man, a new and religious man, and did 
marvel much to ſee ſuch a great and famous al- 
teration-in my life and manners; and indeed fo 


it was; though yer I knew not Chriſt, nor Grace, 


nor Fatth, nor Hope ; for as I have well ſeen 
ſince, had Ithen died, my ſtare had been moſt 
* fearful, 

22, Bur, I ſay, my Neighbours were: ama 
zed atthi- my great Converſion; from prod! 
g:2:3 prophaneneſs, to ſomerhing like a moral 
life. And truly fo they well might, for this 
my Converſion was as great, as for Tom of Bed 
{am to become a ſober man. Now therefore 
they began to praiſe, to commend, and (| «= 
well of me, both ro my face and behin 
back, Now I was, as they ſaid, become wi 
lv ; now I was become a right honeſt man.But 
oh! When 1 underſtood that theſe were then 
words and opinions of me, it pleaſed me 

mighty well. For though as yet [ was nothing 
bur a oy painted Hypocrite, yer I loved to be 
tatked of , as one that was truly Godly, I wa 
proud of my Godline(s ; and indeed I did, all 
did, eicher to be ſeen of, or to be wel ſpoke 
of by men. And thus I continued for about 
. twelyemonth or more. 

;- 33s, Now you muſt know, that befocd thi 
_ had raken much delight 1n ringing, bur my< 
Icrencebegmning to be render : 
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to the chief of Sinners, 13 
14] pratice was bur'vain, and therefore forced 
ile} my ſelf ro leave -1t,. yet my mind hanckered, 
1þÞ] wherefore I ſhould go to the ſteeple houſe and 
cli look on rhough 1 durſt nor ring : ButT thought 
' | this did not become Religion nenher , yer I 
chi} forced my ſelf and would look” on ſtill; bur 
ry quickly after, I began to think; how if one of 
lid] the Bells ſhould fall ; then IT choſe to' ſtand un- 
al- der a main Beam that lay over-thwart the Stee- 
 foff ple from ſide to fide, thinkitig there T might 
ce, ſtand ſure: But then I ſhould” think apain, 
en] ſhould the Bell fall with a ſwing, it might firft 
oft hic the Wall, and then rebounding upon me, 

might kill me for all this Beam; this made me 
na-{ ſtand in the Steeple door, and riow thought T, 
di4 1 am fafe enough, for 1f a Bell ſheuld then fall, 
xralff 1 can ſlip ont behind -theſe thick Walls, and fo 
hid] be preſerved notwithſtanding. 
ed 34. So after this, I would yer go to ſee them 
ore ring, bur would not go further than the Steeple 
eak door, but then 1t came into my head, how if 
myl the Steeple it ſelf ſhould fall, and this thought, 
od4 (it may fall for ought T know)when TI ſtood and . 
ButY - looked on , did continually fo ſhake my mind, 
heufj that I durſt not ſtand at the Steeple door an 
mg] longer, but was forced to fly for fear the Steeple 
ning} ſhould fall upon mine head. 
D be 35. Another thing, was my dancing, I was 
way a full year before I could quite leave rhar';* bue 
all! all this while, when I rhoughtT kepr this or thar 
ke Commandment, or did by word or deed” any 

\ thing that I thought were -good, T had gre 
peace in my Conſcience,- arid ſhould'thin 5h 
JF ' my felf,” God cannor chuſe but be- now'pleale; 
'with-me, yea, to' relateiie'm- my-own ways! 
MF thought no man in England could pledte* 
Dener then 1. | 36, 


. I4 . Grace abounding 
25. But poor Wretch as -I- was, I was all thishvo! 
while ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt, and going abourſn. 
to eſtabliſh mine own righteouſneſs, and had, 
periſhed therein, had not God in mercy ſhew-| - 
ed me more of my ſtate by nature. " 
.. 37--But upon a day, the good Providenceſſfor 
of God did caſi'me to Bedford, ro: work on myfland 
Calling 3 and inone of the ſtreers of that Town,flint: 
I came where there were three or - four poorfithe 
Women fitting -at a door, 1n the Sun, talkingla 
about the things of God-3/ and being now will 
ing to hear them diſcourſe, I drew near to hea 
what they- ſaid; for-1 was now a brisk Talkerfon: 
alſo my ſelf 1n the matrers of Religion : but tan; 
may ſay, I heard, but-1 underſiood not, for theyl 
were far above out of my reach,/:their talk was co 
about a new birth, the work of God on theirff we 
hearts, alſo how they were convinced of thei tal 
miſerable ftate-by nature ; rhey talked how God we 
had viſiced their Souls with his love in the Lond 64 
els and with what words and promiſes they wa 
ad been refreſhed, comforted, and ſupported} a t 
againſt rhe remptations of the Devil ; moreover] ws 
they reaſoned of the ſuggeſtions and temprarti4 tic 
ons of Satan in particular, and told ro each c 
ther, by which they -had been affiifted, andy ne 
how they were born up under his aſſaults : they pa 
> a diſcourſed of their own wretchedneſs olff av 
* © hefrt, of their unbelief, and did contemn, ſlight m 
- and abhor their own riglxeouſneſs, as filthy ang ft 
inſufficient to do-them any good. } 
FF... 30. Har Be 4-94 _—__ oy Jo} ( 
- "aid make them ſpeak,c they ſpake with ſuch 
E plcxignmncts..of Scripeve-anguag _ witl 
# tuck apyearance of grace 1n #ll they 1a1d,” Fa 
they ——o-we.e iterhey had tound a new 
[i 26, {WOT 
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his&rorld, as if they were People that dwelt alone, 
potflen.{ were not to be reckoned amongſt their Neigh- 
RadBbgyrs, Num. 23. ©. 
wel 35. Ar this I felr my own heart began to 
ake, and miſtruſt my condition ro be naught 
ceIfor I ſaw that in all my thoughts about Religion 
myBland Salvation, the New birth did never enter 
inro my mind, neither knew I the comfort of 
Althe Word and Promiſe, nor the deceirfulneſs 
ng-d treachery of my own wicked heart. As for 
Ilfecrer thoughts, 'T took no notice of them 3 
ear neither did I underſtand what Satans rempratr- 
ccrfions were, nor how they were to be withſtood 
t Hand reſiſted, &*c. 
ey 40. Thus therefore when I had heard and 
"29 conſidered what ny ſaid, I left them and 
cir} went about my employment again : bur. theie 
cirff talk and diſcourſe went with me, alſo my heart 
od would rarry with rhem, for I was greatly affe&- 
2d 6d with their wotds, both . becauſe by ' them I 
eyÞ was convinced that T wanted the true tokens of 
redJ a truly godly man, and alfo becauſe by them I 
cr was convinced of the happy and blefſed condi- 
at;4 tion of him that was ſuch an one. 
0] 41. Therefore I ſhovld often make jrmy buſi- 
ndy neſs to be going again and again into the com- _ » 
1eY} pany of theſe poor People z for Fcould nor. ſtay 
off away ; and the more I went amongſt them, the! = 
more I aid queſtion my condition; and, as'F "73 
fall do remember, preſently I found two things T7 
'F within me, at which I did fomerimes marvek, * 
108 (cſpecially conſidering what a blind, ignorant, +4 
W ©rd14 and ungodly Wrerh bur juſt before Twas } -- 
ny the one was a very great ſoftne(s and renderneſs. 7 
hat of heart, which cauſed me to fall -under'the 
oF conviction of what by Scripture GE > : 
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and the other was, a great bending in my mindfl;y 
toa continual meditating on them, and on ally 
other good things which at any time I heard orffar 
read of. 

42. By theſe things, my mind was now ſaſſy 
turned, that it lay hike a Horſe-leach ar thelj; 
Vein, ſtill crying out, Give, give, Prov. 3o. 15; 
Yea, it was ſo fixed on Eternity, and on theffyy 
things abour the Kingdom of Heaven, (thatY;, 
1s ſo far as I knew, though as yet, God knows fy, 
I knew but little ) that neither pleaſures, norflty 

ofits, nor perſwafions , nor threats, couldfls/ 
ooſe it, or make it lergo its hold 3 and, thoughFC; 
I may ſpeak it with ſhame, yer it 1s 1n veryſſn 
deed a certain truth, it would then have beenÞrj; 
as ditficult for me to. have taken my mind fromfp; 
Heaven to Earth, as I have found 1t often fincefie; 
to get it again from Earth to Heayen, th 

43» One thing I may not omit, there wagſla 
a young man in our Town, to whom my heartÞlal 
before. was knit more than to any other, butÞla 
he being a moſt wicked Creature for curſingfith 
and ſwearing, and whoring, 1 now ſhook himfith 
off and forſook his company 3. but abour a quar- 
ter of a year after I had left him, 1 mer him 1n 
a certain Lane, and asked him how he did ; he 
afrer his old ſwearing and mad way, an{wered, 
he was well. But Harry, (did 1, why do you 
ſwear and-curſe thus ? what will become offi,» 
you if you die in this condition ? He anſweredffit 
me in a great chafe, bat would: the Devil & 
for company if it were not for ſuch 5 1 am ? | 

44: About this time, 1 met with ſome Ra 
ters Books that were put forth by ſome of © 
Conntrey-men 5 which Books were alfo highlyco: 
in eſteem by ſeycral old Profeſſors : ſoy Ah: 

TNCcien?!. 
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to the clief of Sinners 7 
11ndJtheſe 1 cead, but was not able to make a Judges 
n alEmenc about them ;zwherefore,as 1 read in them, 
d orffand thought upon them, (feeling wy ſelf una- 
ble to judge) I ſhould betake my felt to hearty 
v (ofprayer, in this manner; O Lord, 1 am 4 foo!, 
thelard not. able to know the Truth from Errour ; Lord, 
I Sfleaue me not to my own blinaneſs, either to ap- 
theflprove of, or condemn this Doftrine ;, if it be of God, 
chatVlcr me not deſpiſe it 3 if it be of the Dewil,), let me 
WS not embrace it. Lord, 1 lay my Soul in this mat- 
norſter, only at thy ſoot, let me not be deceived, I bhum- 
uldbly beſeech thee. 1 had one religious intimate 
vehCompanion all this while, - and that was the 
eryfpoor man that I ſpoke of before, but abour this 
eenfirime he alſo turned a moſt deviliſh Kanter, and 
omfJpave himſelf up to all manner of filthineſs, ef 
ncecially Uncleanneſs; he would -atfo deny t 
there was a God, Angel or Spirir,- and would 
wa$Y laugh at all exhortrations to' ſobriety :' when I 
eartBlaboured ro rebuke his wickedneſs, he would 
burFlaugh the more, and pretend that he had gone 
10gEthrough all Religions, and could never lighron 
umſthe righr till now, he told me alſo that in little 
1ar-Ftime 7 ſhould ſee all Profeſſors turn to che ways 
infof the Ranters : Wherefore abominaring thoſe 
curſed principles, Left his company forthwith, 7 
and became to him as great a ſtranger-as [ had” ; 
'ouffbeen before a familiar. NOP be 08: 
+145. Neither was this man onely a temptation! # 
to me, bur my calling lying in the countrey,” T7 3 
appened to ght into ſeveral peoples compas 
Yay ; who though ſtri&t in Religion formerly, yet 
an were alſo (wepr _ by theſe Ranters. Theſe 
Kould alſo talk with me of their ways, and 
condemn me-as legal and dark, pretending that - * 
wFtney onely had attained to perfeCtion, that —_ ;. 
4 


if i Grate abounding 
1 
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do what they -would- and nor fin.  O theſſp vw 
temptations were ſuitable to my- fleſh; 1 beincl1 
but a young man and my; nature 11 1ts-primQhou! 
-. but God who:had as 7 hope: defigned ime foſſa! 
” ©» bettcr.things, kept me; in the fear of his-nz 
and did nat {uffer me to accept-of ſuch curſes 
principles- And bleſſed be God-who: pur 1:18 
my. heart to cry to him to be keptand diredted 
ſull difiruſting- mine own Wiſdom, for Th: 
ſince ſeen even the effect of that prayer in her 
preſerving: me, not; ancly from Ranting Erffor 
rors,; but from thoſe, alſo. that have:ſprung 
Ume9, ; The Bible was precious to me in thol 
AY»: 3/1 
146. And mow, methought, I beganto loolif 
 aitgtheBiblewithnewEyes, and read as 1 ne 
P  yer;did before; and <fpecially: the Epiſtles afÞr 
+ the-Appillc $t,: Pas! were ſweet and pla 
a \ta;me : and: indeed, iwas then never ot 
he Bible,; cher by reading or medirarnyhi 
onthe filt- ctying but ito God , that 11 might) 
know the [truth | and way to Heaven'an 


x 494: And asi1 went 'on'and read, I lighted 'offio: 

that. paſſage,'/7To one. is given by the Spiras tf - 
(dof #iſadom,. to another the word of Knowledg 
hf krciogn and to another Faith, & 
1-65: 12. And; though, as 1 have fince fee 
- thatby this Scripture the Holy Ghoſt incenc 
- 16:Maxal;-things.:; extraordinary, yer on mee 
 thendid faſten with:convifton, that 1 did-wa 


nary, och that underſtanding: 

w! 'that:othen-Chrifhans had. On: it ! 
Waor#4.muſed; and: could: nor:tell-what ro ape 
cſpteiellychis.vord [:Fatb.[} purrme: to x, 10 
Lcould-nopthel pit, bor ſomerimes.muſt-quell 
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the whether 1 had any Faith or no, but 1was 
2xcinSdch to conclude 1had no Faith : for 1f I do ſa, 
rimhought 7, then I ſhall count my (elf a very Caſt- 
e ſaſſnay indeed. 
ame} 48. No, ſaid I with my ſelf, though Tram 
inſeonvinced that Iam an 1gnorant Sot, - and that [ 
it:iS$ant thoſe bleſſed Gifts of Knowledge and Un- 
ſederſtanding that other good people have, yet 
i a venture 1 wil conclude, 1 am not altoge- 
t hier faithlefs, though 1know not what Faith 15, 
Eror it was ſhewed me, and that too (as I have 
\ upce ſeen ) by Satan , Thar thoſt who con» 
hoWude themſelves in a faithleſs ſtare, have net» 
r reſt tor quiet 1n their Souls z and I was 
oodleth to fall quite into deſpair. 
ne 49. VVherefore by this ſuggeſtion, 1-was 
s offer a while made afraid to fee my want of Faithy 
leur God would not ſuffer me rhus ro-undo-and 
ouffleſttoy my Soul, but did \concinually againſt ' 
tarihis my blind and ſad concluſion, -create. fill 
ghEvithin me ſuch ſuppoſirions, inſoniucty that 7 
n&ould not reſt content, untill 7 did now come to 
: "Joe certain knowledge whether Thad Faith or 
ogio;3 this always running in my:mind 3 But how 
of yor want Faith indeed ? But how can you 
adghou have Faith ? And beſides, 1 ſaw for cer- 
Bain 1f T had itnot,T was ſure to periſh for ever. 
c Ap that though 1endeavoured at rhe 
do look over the buſineſs of Faith, yet ina li 


time, I better iy the matter} 


Kling to put my ſelf upon the tryal, whether 
Fad Faith or no. Bur alas, poor wrerch-{ſd 
Hgorant and brutiſh was T, that T knew, to. this 


188829, 'no more how to do it, than-I know h&gr. 
begin and accompliſh that rare and curighs 
Regt of Art, which I neyer yet ſaw-or confis 1 
T d, $1, Where. 
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$1. Wherefore while I was thus conſideri & 
and being pur to my plunge about it - (for l;, 7 
muſt know that as yet I had in this marter b 
ken my mind to no man, only did hear aff;, 
conſider) the Tempter caine in with this delff,,” 
ſton, . That there w.zs no way for me to bnow I bi; 
Faith, but by trying to work ſome Miracle, ut 
ing thoſe Scriptures chat ſeem to look that waſh; 
for the inforcing and ſtrengthening his Tempt 
tion, Nay, one day as I was betwixt Eljiu 
and Bedford, the remptation was hot upon ni 
to try If I had Faich by doing ſome Miracle 
whiclr Miracle at that time was this, I muſt @ 
ro the Phdales.that were in the Horſe- pat 
Be dry and to the dry places, Be you the P 
ales: and truly one time I was a going to-{, 
indeed, bur juſt as I was about to ſpeak, 
the came 1nto my mind; But g# under 
ter Hedgo, and pray firft, that God would mal. 

. . you able.;, But when I had concluded to pra 

'this: carae hor upon me, Thar if I prayed, a; 
came again and tried to do it, and yer did 
thing notwithſtanding, then be ſure I had ay 
Faith, but was a Caſt-away, and loſt : Nath.: 

ought I, if-ir be fo, I will not try yet, | 
will {tay a lirtle longer. 
.. $2. $0 I continued at a preat loſs: fc 


b «4 he if they only had Faith which could Fj... 
©: wonderful things, then I concluded charl 
a= eſent IT neither had ir, nor yet for time 

coine wereever like to have it. Thus 1 was ta 
{ed berwixt the Devil and my own ignorand, 
and ſo perplexed,cſpecially at ſome tumes,tha 
could not tell what to do. 
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4 53, Abourthis time, the ſtate and happineſs 
fcheſe poor people at Bedford, was thus in 4 
ind of a Viſion preſented tome: I ſaw as if they 
" Viere {et on the Sunny fide of ſome high Moun- 
T Win, there refreſhing themſelves with the plea- 
dent beams of the Sun,while I was ſhivering and 
1 Srinking in the cold, afflited with -Froſt, 
Unow, and dark Clouds; methought alſo be- 
Wikixeme and them, I ſawa Wall chat did com- 
S2G about this Mountain 3 now through this 
Vall, my Soul did greatly defire to paſs, con- 
luding that if I could, I would go even into 
Me very midſt of them, and there alſocomfort 
Wy ſelf with the hear of their Sun. 

$4. About this Wall I thought my felf to 
d again and again, ſtill prying as I went,-.to 

e 1f I could find ſome” way or paſlage. b 

wch I might enter therein, . but none ,cou 
find for ſome time : at the-laſt I ſaw, as 
e, 4 narrow gap, like a little door way in. 
Wall, thorow which I attempred. to pals: 
pw the paſſage being very ſtrair, and narrow, 
made many offers to get in, butall in yang. 
wen until I was well nigh quite beat out by 
triving to get in: ar laſt, with great ſtriving, 
"Je choughc I ar firſt-did ger in my head, and 
iter that by a fideling ſtriving, my ſhoulders, 

ad my whole body; then was Iexccedi 
lad, and went and fat down in the midſt of 
hem, and ſo was comforted with the light ayd 

teat of their Sun. 


J--$5. Now this Mountain and Wall, -&c. was 

hus made out to me ; The Mountairffigntfied 

| Church of the Living God; the Sun rhar 

hone thereon, the comfortable ſhining of his 

terciful Face on them that were therein ; the 
VVall 
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Wall T1 thought was the Word that did - mai w: 
ſeparation 'berween the Chriſtians and (lo! 
World. and the Gap which was in this Wie 
17 thopghe was Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s the Wayſic: 
God the- Father, Fob} 14. 6, Math. 7, 
Bur for as much as the Paſſage was wonderfſiad: 
narrow, eyen (o narrow, that 1 could not her 
with great difficulty, enter 1 thcreat ; it ſheſf 
ed me, thar none could enter into life but rha@vt 
that were in down-right carneſt, and unleſs F 
fo theyleft this wicked World behind them ; & $5 
here was only room for Body and Soul, bur a dt 
for Body and Soul, and Sin. 
$6, This reſemblance abode upon my Sf 
'_ Fit many days, all which time I faw my ſelf inf 
fortorn and ſad condirion, , bur yer was prof 
ro # vehement hunger and defire to 
. whe -of that number thar did fir in the St 
Fine: now alſo 7 ſhould pray where eve 
was, whether at home or abroad; ini hou 
field, and ſhould 'alfo often with lifting up@# 
hearr, fing that of rhe fifty firſt Pſalm, 0 Li 
conſider my diftreſs :. for as yet I knew nor wh 
I was. 1 
$7. Neither as yet could attain to'any col 
forrable perſwaſion that I had Faith in Chri 
bur inftead of having ſatisfa&ton, here I bey 
to find my Sonl to be aſſaulted with freſh dou 
about my future happineſs, eſpecially with 
2s theſe, Thether 1 was tleffed ; but how -3f 
Day of. Grace ſhould now be paſt and gone ? 
s3. By thcſe rwo temptations «I was vaſt 
much 'affited and diſquiered ; ſomerimes 
"one; and ſometimes by the other of lit 
And firſt, to Y 1m of that about my queſtior 
my election ; Ifound, at this time, that the 


| I 


to the chief of Sinners. 23 
was in a flame to find the way to Heaven and 
Glory, and though nothing could beat me off 
vifrom this, yer this queſtion did fo offend and 
1yPiſcourage me, that 1 was, eſpecially at ſome 
imes, as if the very ſtrength of my bodyralfo 
eadbcen raken away by the. force and power 
e hereof. This Scripture alſo did feem to-me to 
effample upon all my defires, 1t 7s nezther in bir: 
heafbat willeth, nor in him that runneth, 'but in God 
ſs Ybat ſhrweth mercy, Rom. 9. | 
: $9 With this ScriptureT could nor tell whar 
c 86 do, for I evidently ſaw, unlefs that rhe Great 
3od of his infinite Grace and Bounty, had vo- 
Sfluntarily choſen me tro be a Veſtel of Mercy, 
 ;oflhough I ſhould defire, and long, -and labour 
ofSnril my kearr did break, no good could come 
o fir. Therefore this would ſhIl ftick with ' me, 
dw can'you tell you are Elected ? And whar it 
yveyon ſhould nor, how rhen ? : _ 
ſe& 60. O Lord, thought I, what if T ſhout not 
apYdeed ? It may be o—_ not, ſaid_rhe Temp- 
Lfger : it may be fo mdeed, thought T. Wh 
-hAhen ſaid Satan, you had as good leave off, 
nd {trive no further z for if indeed you ſhould 
colÞot be eleKed and choſen of God, there's tio 
irik of your being ſaved : For it 7s. neither in 
can that wileth, nor in Bim that runneth;,” but. in 
00d that ſheweth meycy. | 2 
fas 61, By theſe things I was driven to my wirs 
f "1d, not knowing what to ſay, or howto ati- 
r theſe temprations, (indeed THinde thorght 
lar Satan had thus aſſaulted me, bur rhat rather 
SWewas my own prudence thus to ſtart the' que- 
hon ) for that the Ele onely attained erernal 
one; thac IT without ſcruple did heartily cloſe 
oggitizal :- but cher my felf was one of them, there 
14 the queſtion. .62, Thas 
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+ 62, Thus therefore for ſeveral days I mk.c 
greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was ofre h 
when I have been walking, ready to ſink wha 
I went, with faintneſs 1n my-mind : ut... 
day, afrer I had been ſo many weeks oppreti; 
and caſt down therewith, as I was: now q 
giving up the Ghoſt of all my hopes of ever 
raining life, that ſentence fell wirh weight up 
Spirit, Look at the Generations of old, and 
aid tuer any truſt in God, and were confounded X; 
-. 63-* Ar which I was greatly lightned, an 
encouraged 1a my Soul ; for thus at that ve 
inſtant ir was expounded tome : Begin at th. 
beginning of Geneſis, and read to the end of ti 
Revelations, and ſee if you can find that thi. 
Was. any that ever trufted in the Lord, and wh. 
confounded. So coming home, I preſently we; 
to my Bible.to ſee 1f I could. find that ſayi 
not doubting bur to find ir preſently, for it wi 
ſo freſh, -and with ſuch ſtrength and comfort oþ 
my Spirit, that I was as if ic talked with me. F 
64. Well, Hooked, but found it nor, .or 
ly it abode upon me : then.I did ask firſt « 
good man, and then another, if they kne... 
where 1t wasz but they knew no ſuch place, 
at this I wondered that ſuch a ſentence ſhoulf,, 
fo ſuddenly and with ſuch comfort and ſirengiſp. 
ſeize and abide upon my heart, and yer thi if 
none could find it, - (for I doubted nor butfpy 
was.in Holy Scripture.) | . 
65. Thus: I continued above a year, Z 
could not find the place, but at laſt, caſting nil 
eye into the Apocrypha Books, T found ir in Bs. 
cleſiafticus, Ecclus. 2. 10. This_at the firſt ;. 
ſomewhat daunt -me, but becauſe by this rilige 
3 had gor more experience of the loye and kite 
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efs of God. it troubled me the leſs; eſpecially 

hen I conſidered, that though it was not 10 

"*Mhoſc Texts that we call Holy and Canonical, 

See for.as much as this ſenrence was the ſum and 

bftance of many of the Promiſes, it-+was my 

ty to take the comfort of it, and: Ebleſs God 

ir that Word, for it was of God tome- : that 
Word doth ſtill ar times ſhine beforemy face. 

66. After this, that orher 'doubr did come 

Sith ſtrength upon me, But bow ' if the Day of 

brace ſhould be paſt and gone ? how if you have 

& ſtood the time of Mercy ? Now'I remember 

What one day as I was walking into the Coun- 

, 1 was much in the thoughts ofthis, But 
ww if the Day of Grace be paſt 2 And: to aggra- 
ate my trouble, the Tempter-preſented'to my 
1cd choſe good people of Bedford, and (uggeſt- 
| thus unro me, That theſe being converted 
ready, they were all that God would ſave in | 
hoſe parts, . and that I came too late, for rheic 
ad got the Bleſſing before 1 came, 

67. Now was I in great diſtreſs, thinking in 
deed that' this might well be: 'where- 
1 went up'and down bem my-tari 
tondicion, counting my (elf far worſe :than. a 
— Waouſand fools, for ſtanding off thus long, and 
"pPEpending ſo many years 1n fin as I have'done : 
00fill crying out! Oh that I had turned ſooner:! 
Int hat I had turned ſeven years ago ! It njade 
alſo angry with my ſelf, to think :thar [ 
ould have no more wir bur to trifle away-my 
game nll my Soul and Heaven were {oft. -  .* 
3-58. But when 7 had been long -vexed. with 
$ fear, and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep 
dre, jaſt about the ſame place where I re» 
wed my other encouragement, theſe\words 
C - broke... 2 
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Grace abounding 
bfoke in upon my mind, Compel them to come Mil" 
© Thar my Houſe may be filled, and yet there is roo! 
aLuke 14. 22, 23. Theſe words, bur eſpeci 
iy chem, And yit there is room, were ( 
words to me; for truly I thought that by thee 
I faw-that there was place enough in Heaveg, 
forme; and moreover, that when the Lord Je 
Tus did f theſe words, he rhen did think 
"me, and that he knowing the rime would cor 
that T ſhould be afficted wirh fear, that th 
was no place left for me in his Boſom, did t 
fore ſpeak this Word, and leave jt upon rea» 
that'T mighr find help thereby againſt this x 
rempration, this T then verily Leeved, 
69, 'In the light and encouragement of rhilly; 
»Word, T went a pretty while, and the cc 
fort was the more, when T rhought that t 
Lord Jefus ſhould think on me (o long ago, 
+ /thathe ſhould (peak them words on purpoſe fa; 
+ . *myſake, for4did then think verily thathe diſa, 
on purpole ſpeak them to encourage me with q,; 
4. 90, But I was net without my temprations 
po backagain-:; remprarions, 1 ſay, both f 
: . mine: own hearr, and carnal acqua 
tance z-burl chank God, theſe were ourweng 
edbythac ſound ſenſe of death, and of the I 
: of Judgement , which abode, as 1t were,co; 
[rinnally in my view, I ſhould often alſo chinkY 5; 
'Nebuchadntzzar, of whom it 1s faid, He bad gilt. 
him-all the Kangdoms of the Eaxth, Dat. $. hh, 
29. Y@ thought I, if this great man-had al 
Portion. this World, one hour 4n- Helly 
+  .wauld make him forget all. Which conkderat 
«was & great help to me. 
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73. I was alſo made about this time to ſee - | 
 fomerhing concerningrhe Beaſts that Moſts coun- 
1J red clean and unclean. I thought thoſe*Beafts 

JF - were types of men; the clean, rypes ofqhemthar 
eg were the People of God 3 but the unzlpan, types 
Ve 'of ſuch as were the children of the wicked One; 
J44 Now I read, that the clean Beaſts chewed the 
'£x1; that is,thought I, they ſhew us we muſt 
feed upon the Word of : they alſo parted 
W*#be Hoof, I thought that ſignified, we muſt part, 
'f we would be ſaved, with the wayes of . 
Iy men. And alſo, in further reading abou: 
*them, I found, that chough we did chew the 
Cudas the Hare , yet if we walked with Claws 
like a Dog, or if we did part the-Hoof like the 
"Swine z yetif we did not chew the Cud as the 
Sheep, we were ſtill for all thar, burunclean : 
JF for I thought the Have to be a type of thoſe thar 
J talk of the Word, yet walk in ways of fin-3 and 
F that the Swine was like him that parteth-with 
his ourward Pollucjons, but ſtill - wantecth"rhe 
Word of Faith, without which there'could be 
o way of Salyation, ler a man be never (6 de- 
your, Deut. 14.  Aﬀer this 1; found by 
a rcading the Word, that thoſe rhatmuſt be glo- 
- "PF eified with Chrift in another -Worfd: Muſt be 
bw | Wed by him here. Called to'the partaking-&f a 

*# ſhare 1n his Word and Righteouſneſs, andtothe 
omforts and firſt frutts of his Spirit,and ro 4 pe- 
tullarinmereſt in all thoſe Heavenly thingsavtneh 
y indeed fore-fir the Soul for that reſt and 
fouſe of Glory, which is in Heavert above. 
* 72, Here again 1 was at @ very preit ſtand, + 
Fc Ong what to doe, _——— | 8 

raſted ; for, thought T, ifT be not called, what” 
en can dome good "_ but thiſe who ©; 
eN 2 
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are effeRually called, inherit the -Kingdom « 
Heaven.Bur oh how I now loved thoſe word 
that ſpake of a Chriſtian's Calling ! as when th 
Lord faid ro one, Follow me ; and to anot 
Come after me ; and -oh, thought 1, thar 
would ay ſo to me too! how gladly would Ir 
after him. 

74- I cannot now expreſs with whatlopging o 
and breathings in thy Soul, I cryed to Chriſt 
,call me, Thus I. continued for a nme all on 
. tame to be converted to Jeſus Chriſt, and di 

alſo ſce at-thar day ſuch glory in a converts 
ſtate, that I could nor be @ntented withour, 
ſhare; therein. Gold / could's have beengorte,: 
for Gold,.-what could I have given for it-/ 
-'Thada.whole World, it had all gone ten the 
. find times over, for this, that my Soul mig, 
- havebeer-in a converted ſtate. 
75. How lovely now was .every. one 10 
eyes, that IT thought to be converted men an. 
- women 2,;they ſhone, they walked like a >a, 
ple that-carricd the broad Seal of Heaven abok 
-tbem--Oh;I @w-the lot was fallen ro them. 
Pleaſant places, and they had a goodly Heriraj 
Pſal. 16. Bur that which made me fick, v 
thar-of Chaſt-, -in, Mark,” He went up 3n 
Mountain, and called to. him whom be wo 
434 they. came-unto-him, Mark 3. 13: TL: 
1.1 96- ThisScrpuge: made me taint and fe 
et-Rangicd- fire: in my Soul. That wh 
: mademe feary, was. this, leſt Chriſt ſhould b 
no }iking; ro me,. for he called whom bs wil 
"Burj oh-!- the glory that I faw 1n that cor 
- en,;&1d ill ſo engage my heart, thar I cal 
- Ridom./: read | of; any that Chriſt did. ea. 
but {/preſently wiſhed, would 1 had bee 
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their cloaths, would I had been born” Perry 
would Thad been born 7ohz, or would I had 
Ibeen by, and had heard him when he called 
them, how would I have cryed, 0 Lord, calf 

me alſo | But Oh I feared he would nor callme, 

77. And truly the Lord ler me go- thus ma-- 

. Jny moneths together; and ſhewed"me nothing, 
Teicher:chat I was already , or ſhould be called; 
WShercafter, Bur at laſt, -after mich rime ſpent, 
\ Yand many groans to God, that I might be made 
"Fpartaker of che holy and heavenly Calling. that: 

1 Avword came jnuposr me, 1w!ll cleanſtthezy blood 
ourBhat I have not cleared, for the Lord dwrllath in 
*— FZion, 7oel 3. 21.” Theſe words T thovght were 
ſene co encourage me tro wait ſtil} upon” God; 


mOJand ſignificd unto me, thar if 1 were nor alrea» 


>Jdy, yer time might come I might be in truth 


, Kconverted unto Chriſt. | 
0 "2.78. About this time I began + to break tap 
1 TIinind rothoſe poor people in Braſord, andro tell 
 P Ithem my condition : which when they”had 
2 heard. they. rold, Mr. Gifford - of me, *whothims 
1 Yelf alſo rook occaſion to ta'k with me /*and 
was willing to be well perſwaded of methoogh 
» "Wthink bur from lirtle grounds 3 but He thviced 
r to his houie, where I ſhonld hear him con- 
Fer: wich- others about the: dealings'of God'with 
fe ſoul 3 from all whjch FT \HIt received more 
Hon, and from -thar "time Hegain'ro ee 


mething of the vanity 'and inward eds, * 
of my: wicked heart, goto w1 tu me | 


Frat-. matter therein, but now-ir! bi "rob 
tovered unto me, and alfo' to' work Ar\rhat. 


LY 


as it never did befors;7 Now 1-evidetirly- ...; 


und , thar Jufts/ and' corruptions* pur -fOrth 
em(clves. wirhin,me, in wicked choughts amid; 
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which T did not regard before : my defires al-hva 
i6 for Heaven and Life began to fail ; I foundfard 
alſo, that whereas before my Soul was full offng, 
lpngings afrer God, now tt began to hanker af-Y £ 
ter every fooliſh vanity $3 yea, my heart wouldfmy 
not be moved to mind that chat was good, itfleps 
began to be careleſs both of my Soul and Headef 
ven; it would now continually hang back bothſko þ 
to, and in every duty, and was as a clog onffll h; 
the leg of a Bird ro hinder me from fly 
mg. $974 
79. Nay, thought, now I grow worſe andfz< 
worle, now atn I farther from converſion thenmy 
ever I was before ; wherefore 1 began to ſinkfſitho: 
greatly in my Soul, and began to enterrain ſuch}. £ 
diſcouragement m my heart, as laid me as lowſnir 
as Hell. If now I ſhould have burned at a Stakehu 
I could not believe that Chriſt had love for meer 1 
Alas, I could neither hear -him, nor ſee him 
nor fel him, nor ſavour any of his things : 
was driven as with a Tempeſt, my heart won 
be_unclcan, the Canaanites would dwell in th@kov 
Land. | Lo 
80. Sometimes I would tef my condition rofſit 
the People of God; which when they heardFGc 
they would piry me, and would cell me of theſſthir 
Promiſes; bur they had as good have told mey//-$ 
that I muſt reach the Sun with my finger, alia 
have bidden me receive or relic upon rhe Profjeha 
riſe, and as ſoon I ſhould have done 1t, all mlupc 
fence and feeling was againſt me; and I ſawn 
had heart that would fin, and that lay under! 
Law that would condemn. = (2 
"81. Theſe things have often made me tinmgack 
of the Child which the Father broughe=@mu 
Chriſt, who while be was yit a coming to bmmge! 
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al-twas thrown down by the Devil, and alfo ſo rent 
ndfjard torn by bim, that be lay and wallowed joame 
offing, Luk, 9. 42. Mark 9,20. | 
af} 82. Further, m thefe dayes , I ſhould find 
le ny. heart xo ſhut it (elf up againſt the Lord, and 

| ﬀ his holy-Word 3: F have found my unbe- 
. ief to ſet-as Kt were the ſhoulder to the door 
o keep him out, and thar too even then when 
a Mi have with' many a bitter: ſigh cried, Good. - 
ly4Lord,break it open : Lord, break theſe Gates of 
Th and cut the Bars of tron aſunder, Plal. 107. 
nd8z6. Yer that Word would ſometime create 
cnfjmy i hearta peaceable pauſe, 1 girded tbee, though. 
nktbou haſt not known me, Ia. 45. 5» 
chi. 83. Bur all this while, as to the a& of ſin- 
wining, I never was more render then-now ; my 
hinder parts was inward, I durſt not take a pin, | 
e lick, though but ſo big as # ſtraw; . for my- 
mAConſcience now was ſore, and would y ng. 
; Yevery rouch : I could nornow tell RO) $0.(HEgT — 
algmy words —_ A mi oro Py Tos 
kow gingerly did Ithen go, in all1:/@&id or fat 
Pn my ſelf as on my Bog, that ſhook 
#1 did but ſtir, and was, as IE left both of - 
h God, and Chriſt, and the Spirit, and all good - 
qſng:- 
84+ . But 1 obſerve, though I wasfucha great 
before converſion, yet God wand much * 
harp: the-guilc of the ns of .niyf 
a me," only he ſhewed me I was loſt if Thad I 2 
be. Chriſt beeauſe | had been! dimmer. T'ifaw } 
rgutact: wanced a perfect righteouſneſs to pre 
Jme without favit before God and this ri C- "2 
ing aetiwas no- where to be found but/in the Per- 
«4 re b Jain: Cheilt, i 4 4 
4 vil tb, |; 
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35. Bur my Original and inward pollution 
thar, that was my plague and my affiiR1on, th 
I ſaw, at a dreadful rate , always purring fort| 
ie ſelf within me, that T had rhe puile of ti 
amazement ; by reaſon of that, T' was mort 
toarhſom 1n mine own eyes then was a toad, a 
I thought I was ſo 1mm Gods tyes too, fin a 
corruption, I ſaid, would as naturallybubble ow 
of my heart, as water would bnbble out'of 
founrain.I thought now that every one had a berf* 
rer heart then I had;I could have chznged hea 
with any body, I thought, none but the dey 
himſelf could equalize me for inward wicked 
neſs and pollution of mind. TI fell therefore 
the ſighr of my own vileneſs, deeply into def W 
pair, for I concluded that this condition 
I was in, could not ſtand with ſtare'of grac 
{are thought I, I am' forſaken of God, ſure. I aff 
given up to the devil, and to a reprobary” 
mint, and thus T conrinued a long while, ie 
-L6. > yp afflied with the fea 
of my own damnation, there were two thing: 
would make me wonder ; the one was, whe 
I faw old people, hunting after the things oft 
this life, as if they ſhould live here always YE 
the other was, when I found Profeſlors mud 
diſtreſſed and caſt down when they merwity* 
outward loſſes, as of Hushand, Wife ; Chil” 
e&«xc. Lord, thouglitr 1, what a do is here about” 
ſach little things as theſe? What ſeeliagaſts 
carp ogy  fome, 'and what grief in othe 
for. che loſs vf them! ! if they ſo much labet 
after, and ſpend” ſo many'tears forthe thing 
of this preſent life ; how am I to be beroanedly 
pitied and prayed for! my Soul is dying, 
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to the chief of Sinitys. 33 
J'foul is damning. 'Were my Soul but in a gaod 
had condi:ion, and were I bur ſure of 1t, ah, how 
J rich ſhould I eſteem my ſelf, though bleſt bur 
JI with Bread and Warer : I ſhould count thoſe 
but (mall aff1&ions, and ſhould bear rhem as lit- 
tle burdens. A wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
87. And though I was thus troubled and 
tolſed- and. afflifted with the ſight-and ſence 
£ Fand terror of my own wickedneſs, yer I was 
afraid to Her this ſence and fight go quite off 
my mind : for I-found that nnlefs guilt of Con- 
ſcrence was taken oft rhe right way, thart-1s, by 
the. Blood of Chriſt, a man grew rather worſe 
for the leſs of his trouble: of mind, than berter. 
Wherefore; 1f my guilt lay hard upon me, then 
1 ſhould cry that the Blood of Chriſt might take 
off: and if it was-going off without 1t;: (for 
Fihe ſence of fin -would be ſomevimes as-1f 4c 
would. dic, and go. quite ana) hen L would 
Mo ſtrive to ferch i upow my hearcagaingsby 
J.bringing the puniſhment! for, fi in Hell-Fire 
Fupon my Spirit, and ſhould” cry, Lord, {et- zt 
Aj vt go off my heart but the 'right way, but by the 
23 Blood 2h, and by the application of thy mer- . 
ff through-bim. to my- Soul ; for thar:Scyzpture Jay 
wuch upon me,- ithout ſhedding of Blood: there 
M48 20- Kemiſſion, Heb..9. 22. . And that which - _ 
made me the more afraid of this, was, Becauſe - 
had. ſeen/ſoine, who though when rhey-were +: 
mnder Wounds of Conſcience, . would cry and 
$137 z yer ſecking rather prefent Eaſe from their 
rouble, then Pardon fur their Sin; cared not 


a how they loſt their guile, ſo they gor jt-our+of 

5 - their mind ; now having got -1t off the 8 

3829, 15, was-nor ſanGizfied unto them, buithay 
grew hatder and bl - and more wi 
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rertheir. trouble, This made me afraid, an « 
made me cry to God the more, that 1t mighl ore 
not be fo with me. of i 
88. And now was I ſorry that God had mad@faic 
me a man, for I feared I was a Reprobare ; Kh 
counted man, as unconverred, the moſt doleÞ xm 
ful of all the'Creatures: Thus being affiited an 4d 
roſſed abour my ſad condition, I c:-unred mfl-F; 
ſelf alone, and above rhe moſt of men un 
bleſt. 
89. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that eveicar 
I ſhould atrain to ſo much-goodnefs of hearr, a 
to thank God that he had made me a man 
Man. indeed, is the moſt noble, by creation, « 
all' creatures in the viſible World, bur by fi 
he had made himſelf the moſt ignoble. Thi to 
Beaſts, birds, fiſhes, &c, TI bleiſed their conff-ar! 
dition, for chey had nor a ſinfal nature, thelll a 
were not obnoxious to the wrath of God, thelfir 
' were nar to-go to Hell fre after death : I coulll ter 
 -rherefore a rejoyced , had my condition beellf fea 
'45 any of cheirs. Bu 
. 99, In;this condition T went a great whulef yp 
bur when,comforting- tme was come, T heard 5 
one preach. a' Sermon upon theſe words in the 
_ *Soxg, (Song. 4+ 1.) Behold thou art fair, 
» Love, bebold thou art fair; but at thar time 
- made theſe rwo words, My Love, his chief ar 
; ſubje-matrer 3 from which after he had ali 
- 'tle opened the Text, he obſcrved+thefe feve 
* *conclufions;. 1. That the Church, and fo 
. Feved Soul, is Chriſt's Love , when Loveleſs. 
iOhrifts. Love without a cauſe. 3:. Chriſt's L02 
"-olatiy' bated.of the World. - 4. Chriſfs Bave'wh 
timptation and under diſertions-.' 6 . Chrafk 
firſt to laff, 5 1. = 
| | vTI, Bu . 
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to the clief of Simmer. Jo 
a 07, But T got nothing by what he: ſaid at - 
1121 preſent, onlywhen. he came ro the application + 
of the fourth Particular,: this was the word he 
nad faid, If it be ſo that the ſaved Sonl s Chri Fs Love, 
© 3 Fwhen under temptation and atſertion ; "then poor 
lolef tempted Soul, when thou art aſſaulted and affiitt- 
Langlad with temptations and the bidings of God's 
> yet think on theſe two words, MY LOVE, 
ung #1. 
F 92, So'as I was going. home-, theſe- words - 
Feame again into my thoughts, and T well re- 
S member as they came in, T faid thus in 'my 
J hearr, #hat ſhall I get by thinbing on theft two 
words ? This. thovght had no ſooner paſſed 
through my heart, but theſe words begatr thus 
J to kindle in my Spirit, Thou art *My- Love, thou 
art my Dove, ewenty times together ; and hilt 
& they ran thus. i» my mind , they waxed 
Aronger and warmer, and began to take me 
lbok up; bur being as yet 'berween hope 'and 
fear, I ſtill replied wrmy heart, "Bat-35* it #rue ? 
But is It true ? At which that ſenrerite fall tn 
ppon me, Hz wift not that it was trut which was - 
ar done unto him of the Angel, AAS 12. 9. 
C 93, Then 1 began to give place to the Word,. 
Whic'r with powerdid overandover make this 
J joyful found within my ſoul, Thox art my Love, 
ny thou art my Love, and nothing (ball ſeparate thee 
ty from my Love! and with thar, Kom. 8. 39. came 
mwomy mind. Now was my heart filled falt of 
womfort- and hope, and now F could” believe 
thar.my fins ſhould” be forgiven me, yea I was 
Woe eoken with the love and mercy of God, .} 
"AJ HatTteriember, Tcould not rell how to cofirazn 
; WT gos home, I thought I coul& have ſpoken, 
< .b 


ye and haye told- of his mercy "ere y 


P 36 Grace abounding ' 


even to the very Crows that fat upon t 
frown lands before me, had they been cap! 
le to- have underſtood me, wherefore I ſai 
10-my foul with much gladneſs, well, 1 woul 
1 had a Pen and Ink hire, 1 would write th 
down before I go any further, for ſurely 1 will nd} at 
forget this fourty years hence ;, but alas ! withidd be 
leſs then forty days I began to queſtion all af th 
gain, and by tymes, fell ro my old courſes agaiiff (c 
which made me begin to queſtion all (till. ſa 
94. Yet ſtill ar times, 1 -was helped to bell G 
lieve that 1t. was a true manifeſtation of Gra 
unto my Soul, rhough I had {oſt much of thi 
| life and favour of -it.. Now about a week « 
fortnight afrer this, I was much followed | 
rhis Scripture; Simon, Simon, behold, Sat 
bath dgfired to have you, Luke 22. 31. and ſom 
t1mes4x would ſound fo loud within me, ye 
ace: as i were call ſo ſtrongly after me, t 
” oy xe I turned my head ovet 


| thought _ to have ſtirred me up to ray! 
and*ro- watchfulneſs. It came to acquaint 
that a cloud and ſtorm was coming down up 
_* me, but Iunderſtond it not. 

94. Aliſo as "I remember, that time hat 
called to me fo loud, was the /a/ time thatit 
ſounded in mine ears, - but methinks I hear {tl 
with what a loud voice theſe words Simons... þ 
mon ſounded. in my ears. . .;l git. vel py 
F have told-yeu; ; that ſome body | cal 
ter: me _that-was half a mile behind 
though that was not my name,. yer yp 
'V look. behind me , .. believing; 
"what ſo loud meant me. 61 By 
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thi © 56. Bur fo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, thar 
cape) 1 knew not the reaſon of this ſound, (which as 
Gai} } did both (ce and. fee] ſoon afrer, was ſent 
roulf from Heaven as an Alarm toawaken me to pro- 
2 thi vide for what was coming) only I ſhould muſe, 
11 ne} and wonder in my mind to think what ſhould. 
ichi} be the reaſon that this. Scripture, and that ar 
ll a this rate, ſo often, and ſo loud, ſhould flill be 
12anf ſounding and ratling in mine ears. Bur, as I 
ſaid before, I ſoon after perceived the end of 
> bef} God therein. 
Ira 97, For about the ſpace of a maneth after, 
" thi} a. very great ſtorm came down upon me, which 
k off handled-me twenty times worſe then all- I had * 
d byt met with before : 1t came ſtealing upon me, 
ata} now by one piece, then by another ; firſt, all 
"meg my comfort was taken from me, then darkneſs 
yea ſerzed upon me; after which, whole floods of 
thaſſ blaſphemies , both againſt God, . Chriſty and 
over] the Scriptures, was poured upon» my -ſpirit,to. 
hag} my great confuſion and aſtoniſhmenr.. Theſe - 
nce} blaſphemous thoughts were ſuch as. ſtirred up + 
avg] queſtions in-me againſt the very being of God, 
ayer} and. of his onely beloved Son; as whether 
me] there were in truth a God , or Chriſt? Arid 
pol whether the Holy Scriptures were not.rather a 
/F Fable and cunning Story,then+the holy and pure 
Itty Wor.41 of God ? f3 | ws 
atith ' $8. The rempter alſo would much aſſault 
i (me -with this : How can you tell but. that. the 
Turks bad as good Scriptures to prove their "Mas * 
ay homer the Sautour, as we bave to prove.out: Je= | 
Lab fus-7s 7 and could 1 think that ſo. many. ten, thoks -_ 
48 Jones, in ſo many Countries and: Kingdoms. ſhould 
myy 8 without the knowledge of the right- wayto Hea» © 
"new. "Teny« (if there mere indeed a Heaven), and that © 
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we only, who- live in a corner of the Earth, ſhould ſuc 
alone bz bleſt therewith 2 Every one doth think bij tt 
own Religion righteft , both Jews, and Moory ſho 


ani Pagans 3 and bow- if all our Faith, and 't 
Chriſt, and Scriptures, ſhould be but a think (oh v0! 
too ? 


99. Sometime I have endeavoured to argus 
againſt theſe ſuggeſtions, andito fer ſome of chef th! 
Semences of blefled Paul againſt them ;- bur ſhe 
alas 1 quickly felr, when Trhus-did, ſuch ar-|| 4! 

vings as theſe would return again upon me z| ©! 
ngh we made (0 great 4 matter of Paul, and off Pf 
his words, yet how could 1 tell but that in very thi 

ated, he, being a ſubtile and cunning man, might} 5 

give himſel " to deceive with flrong deluſuons, | Gc 

wrd alſo tabe the pains and travel to undo and de-| 
roy his Fellows. Po 

- 100, Theſe ſuggeſtions ( with many other, 

- which atthis time I may not, nor dare nor ut-|| 4c 
ter, neither by Word or Pen) did make ſuch ©© 
2 ſeizure upon my Spirit , and did o over-f 0 
weigh my heart, both with their number, con- ha 
tinuance, and fiery force, that I felr, as if} ® 
there were nothing elſe but thefe from morn G 
ing to night within me, and as. though indeed}. 
there could be room for nothing-elſe ; and alſo ſo 
concluded, that God: had in very wrath to my || )* 

ſoul, given meup to them, to be carriett- away} 

with Hem, as. with a mighry whirl-wind. th 

101, ,Only by the diltafte that rhey gave un- ql 

tomy Spirit, 1 ſelt there was ſomething in me that '© 

reſuſed to-embrace them. : but this conſideration (| ?* 

I then only had, when God gave me leave to 

> fallow my fpittle, otherwiſe the noiſe, and 

gr; and force of theſe remprations would 

& Crown andorer-flow, and, .as'it were, bury alt 
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?0 the chref of Simmer s, Jo i 
1 fach thoughts, or the remembrance of any ſuch: 
bil rhing. While T was jn this remptation, 1 
yo ſhould find ofren my mind ſuddenly put upon 
{| it, to curſe and ſwear, or to mow lome prie- 
vous thing of God, 'or Chriſt his Son, 'and of 
the Scriptures. 
nel 102: Now I thought, ſurely. I zm poſſeſſed of 
hell the Devil; at other times again T thought T 
ur ſhould be bereft of my wits, for mſtead of 
'r-| Jauding and magnifying of God the Lord with 
e zf others, if I have bur heard him ſpoken of, 
ofÞ preſently ſome moſt horrible blaſphemous 
ry | thought or orher would bolt our of my hearr 
+1 againſt him. So that wherherT ad thinkthar 
ex, | God was, or again did thinkthere'were no ſuch: 
{4 | thing; no love, nor peace, nor gracious dif- 
poſition could I feel within me. | 
ex 193+ Theſe things did fink me imo _'very 
ir. | deep deſpair, for I concluded thar'fach-things 
-þ | could nor wo be found amongſtithem'rhar 
x. | loved God. T ofren, when rhefe 'temprations. 
1 | have been with force upon me; did 'ecompare 
F0 my ſelf rothe cafe of ſuch a Child; whom-fome 
nal Gypſie hath by force rook'up 10 'Reratms, and 
4 is carrying from Friend and Countrey ; kick 
6} ſomerimes T did, and alfo ſhriek and cry ; bye: 
ny | YerT was as bound 1n the wings of the temprat}- 
ay |" and the Wind would carry me away.. 'I 
thoughr alſo of Saul, and of the evil ſpirit'thar- 
n- | did poſleſſe him, and did-greatly fear 'rHar my 
w_ _ irion-was-the ſame with that of his; F2m, 
16. 14- 00S WENN! 
to,  104-\In theſe days, when-Thive heard g- 
hers talk of what was the ſm-againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, 'then would the Temprer ſo-proyoke me- 
tw.defire to ſin'thar fin, that I was asif F could*- 
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not, muſt not, neither, ſhould' be quiet: until; 1 
had committed it ; now no ſin would ſer, 
bur that.: if it were to be committed by ſpeal;gqa 
Ing of ſuch a word, then I have been as if mf. 
mouth would have ſpoken that word whethcrig 
would or no; and in (o ſtrong a meaſure wiheq 
this- temptation upon me , that often I hare 
been ready-ro clap. .my hand under my--Chi 
- to hold my mouth from opening ;z and to thief 
.end alſo I have had thoughts at other times  , 
lIcap with my head downward into ſome Mucks,, 
'hiE-hole or other, to keep my. mouth fronffgeg 
ſpeaking. . fic 
105. Now :again I beheld the condition offur 
.the Dog and Toad, and counted the eſtate offgye; 
every thing that God had made, far better th 
this dreadful ſtate of mine , and ſuch as milgea 
Companions. was : yea, gladly would I hay 
been--in the condition of Dog or Horſe, for. 
_ know they. had. no Soul to ap under the 
'verlaſting weight of Hell 'or {:n,as mine.was lik 
todo : Nay,and though I ſaw this, felt chis,anlg 
was broken to pieces with it; yer that: whid 
.added to. my. ſorrow , was, that I could nol . ; 
'finid,. that with .all my Soul I did defire,delivey ye 
*rance. That: Scriprure alſo did tear and ren 
" my Soul in the midſt of theſe diſtractiang,. 71 
.wicked are. libe the: troubled: Sea,which £4 
"reft, whoſe waters cat up mire-and dirt ; There i 
no "peace to the wicked, ſaith my God, Ila.' 57 
20, 21s 
.*” 106, And. now my heart was at times evlÞ.yh 
ceeding hard, if_ L- would -have given athoul hy 
ſand” pouhd for a tear 1 could not ſhed gh, bull 3x 
- *nor. ſometimes ſcarce delire to ſhed one. ' I,w; M 
much dejeftcd to think:that this would be y To 
I G _ = = 
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xt! I ſaw ſome could mourn and lament their 
in, and others again could. rejoyce and bleſs 
od for Chriſt, and- others again could quietly 
alk of, and with gladneſs remember the V Vord 
of God, while I only was in the ſtorm or tem- 

ſt. This much ſunk ime, I thoughtmy con- 


1 Wicion was alone, I ſhould therefore "mach be- 


il my hard hap, bur get out of, or gerrid of 
heſe rh1ngs I could not. % 
107. While this temptation laſted, which wa 


Kbout a year, I could atcend upon none of the 


roflordinances of God, but with ſore and greataf- 
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flition z yea, then was I moſt diſtreſſed with 
dlafphemies 3 if I have been hearingthe Word, 
hen uncleanneſs , blaſphemies , and 'deſpair, 

ould hold me a Caprive there; if T have been 
reading,then ſometimes I had ſudden thoughts 
to queſtion all I read 3 ſometimes: again: my 
mind would he fo ſtrangely ſnarched"away; 
and poſſeſſed with other things, that” I have 
neither known, nor regarded, nor remembred 
þ much as the Sentence that but now I have 
read. 
* 108. In Prayer alſo I have been greatly rrou- 
bled ay this time : ſomerimes I have thought I 
have felt him behind me pull my cloarhs ;: he 


"7 would be alſo continually at me 1n/ the'time'of 


- 
y 
' 


'T 
: 
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Prayer, to have done, break off, make. hafte; 
= have prayed enough, and ftay no longer; 

il drawing my mind away.: [Sometimes alſo 
he would caft in -ſuch wicked thoughts as 
thefe, that F muſt pray to him, -or for hm 1 
have thought ſomerimes of that, 'Fall- down; or 


If thow wilt fall down and worſhip me, Math, | 
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- 109, Alſo when becauſe I have had wandeMhoul 
ring thoughts in the rime of this; duty, I hawſfhout 
laboured ro compoſe my mind, and fix itup 
on God ; then with great force hath the Temp 
ter laboured to diſtrat me and confound me 
and to turn away my mind, by -preſenti 
to my heart and fancy, the form. of a Buſh, 
Bull, a Befom, or the like, as 1f I ſhould pra 
fo thoſe, to theſe alſo he would at fomer 
(eſpecially) ſo hold; my mind, that I was as | 
I could think of nothing elic, or pray to nc 
thing elſe but to theſe, or ſuch as they. 
{ 116+ Yet at times I ſhould have ſome ſirong 
and heart-affeRing apprehenſions of God, and 
the cealiry.of the-truth of his Goſpel : but oh | 
you 15 wg my _ ſuch times put forth it 
with unexpr nings | my whe 
was: then 1 ed, I ſhould-c 
that he would be merc 
I ſhould be daunted 


Prayers, ſaying 

Holy Angels, rat 

This poor ſimple Wretch doth hamker afrer me,Þ} »e! 
as if 1 had nothing ro do with my mercy, bat wk 
ts. beſtow it on ſuch as he. Alas poor foul ff ha 
How. arx!; thou deceived ! it is not forf 
uk as thee 10: have favour with the Highe bs 


' Ix Then-hath.che Tempter come upon}\t 
me! alſo-with; ſach--diſcouragerencs as. theſe; 
Tox tre very; hot: for mency, bat 1 will cool you wt 
thes frame ſhail-not luſt always; many bave\ben 

as bot as:you.for'a fpurt,; but 1 have quenched the 
Zea (and with this;fuch and ſuch who were fal 

s& tcnoff, would be (ct before mine eyes ) _ 


@ _ - 
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Mould be afraid that I ſhould do fo too : bur 
hought 1, I am glad this comes into my mind z 
II, I will watch and take what heed I can 
wugh you do, ſaid Satan, 1 (hall be tos hard for 

I will cool you inſexſibly, by degress, by lit- 
band little; what care I, faith he, though 1 be 
wen years in chilling your heart, if 1 can doit 
laſt ? continsal rocking will lull a crying Child 

ep : 1 will ply it cloſe, but 1 will have my end 


Meccompliſhed : though you be burning bot at preſent, 


if I can pull you from this fire, 1 ſhall hawe 
yu cold before it be long. F7 
112. Theſe things brought me 1nto great 


If ftraights ; for as 1 at preſent could not find my 


h WElf fir for preſent death, fo I thought ro hve 


e 


long would make me yer more unfit 3 for time 


would make me forget all, and wear 'gyen the 
gemembrance of the evil of fin, the wajrh of 
ſeaven, and the need: I had: ofthe Blobd:of 
thriſt to waſh me, both out 'of - mitid- and 


if thought : but T rhank Chriſt Jeſus, theſe'thmgs 


If did not at preſent make me ſhack my crying, but 
father did pur me more upon it, Cui 
Jet with the Adultirer, Deut. 22.26, ).in 


e ber who 


which days that was a good word to me, after I 
had ſuffered theſe things a while 3 1am perſwa- 


tid that nixther Height, nor Depth, nor Death, nar 


Sift; 8c. foall ſeparate us from the Love of God 
wcb is In Chriit Feſus, Rom. g. 38. And now 
hoped long life ſhould not deftroy me,.nor 

make'me mils of Heaven, 

22x23, YerT hadiſoame ſupports in. this tem- 


IS aarion, though they were then all- queſtioned 


Wme::. That 1n the g. of Zrreniab, arthe firſt, 


mas fmcthing rome; and ſo was the confide- 


ation gf the 5. verſe of. thar Chapter, that 
though- -- 


SI 
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though we have ſpoken and done-evil things, 


we could, yet we ſhould cry unto God, 
Father, thou art the Guide of my Youth, and ſho 
terurn unto him 


114- Fhad alſo once a ſweer glance from thi 


in, '2 Cor. -$. 12. [For be hath made him to be 
for us,” who 4 
the Righteouſneſs of God 3n him. I remember 't 


new no ſin, 'that we might be mal x 


one day, as I was fitting 1n a Neighbours hou 


and there very ſad ar: the confideration of 
matiy blaſphemies; and as I was ſaying int 
mind, What ground have I to think that I, v 


"have been fo vile and abominable, ſhould evillj 
1nherit eternal life ; that word came ſudden; 
-upon'me,: #hat ſhail we ſay to theſe thing ? Wes 
God be for us who can be againfi us? Rom 8. 2th; 
Thar-al(o: was an help unto me, Becauſe 1 ling; 


-you ſhall lzve alſo, John 14. 19. bur theſe we ” 
ed Ll | 


nan andy they het 
very ſweet when preſent, they 'E 
Ts / apes ie Sheet, of a ſudden were 
up from Meto Heaven again, Aﬀs 10. 16. 


I15-\ But afterwards the Lord did more fullff 


-and/ graciouſly diſcover himſelf unto me, at 
indeed did quire, not only deliver me from t 


gail that by theſe things was laid upon my Coll 
"tetence, buralſo from the very filthy thereof} 
for the tempration was removed,” and't was pl; 
G eind:as, as other-Chriſtian, 
were. 1 


ſ } 


1mo'my rig 


116, I remember that one day as I was t 
 velling 1ato the Countrey, z#nd muſing ont 


, 


'wickedne('-and blafphemy of my hearr; am 


conſidering -of the enmiry that was inmet 


God; thar Scripture came 1my mind, Ht } 


8 


k ade peace by.thr-Blood of bus Croſs, Col. 1.20: 


'” to the chief of Sanners., A5 
y which T was made to. (ce, both again and 
win that day, that God and my Sou! were 
nds by this Blood ; yea, I ſaw that the 
uſtice of God, and my finful Soul, could ims, 
e and kiſs each other through this blood ; 
his. was a good day to me, 1 hope I ſhall nog 
fer. 1t, 
F317. At. another time, as I was ſet by the 
in my Houſe, and muſing on. my eu 
{s, the Lord made that alſoa precious Ward 
> me, For 4s much then - as the'Childven are 
k ſeokre fleſh and b{ood, he alſo himſilf likew we 
part of the ſame, that through death be m1 
roy bim that bad ge power of death, that i thy 
"a 3 414 deliver poſe who through the oy | 
ith were all their life ſubjeft tobondage, 
Is, 15, | though: the the glo lager RK | 4 
# then ſo weighty on me, that I was both ance 
jd twice ready to con as I far, yet not with 
ief and trouble , but with ſou Joy and 
| © 
--118, Ar this time alſo 1 ſac | ander --. 
y of holy Mi, Gifford, whoſe Doctiine, 


| God Grace, , was much for 
Sman made it much his bufine 


pple of God from all thoſe falls he " 


_ teſts that by Nature we are prone 
"F.bid us rake ſpecial, heed, that We D 


2 truth upon truſt, as from this or th | 
ny ocher man. or men, bur, rocry aligh 


nifſerco per Fogle convince ts ofx 


down therein ny 
Ky Word; for, wk; | 


” 
: x 


F445  GCOract aboundine 


help and ſtrength now to reſiſt that once 
thought you had. # 
119. This was as ſeafonable to iy Soulff" 
the former and latrer Rain in their ſeaſon ; folf®* 
had found, and rhat by fad experience, t 
truch of theſe his Words, (For I had felt, 
mantan ſay, eſpecially when tempted of the ® 
vil, that 7eſus Chriſt is Lord, but by the 
Ghoit, ) Wherefore I found my Soul, throu® 
Grace, very apt to drink in this Do&rine, a 
to incline to pray ro God that 1n norhing tif, - 
a5dwroy? to Gods Gtory and my own | 
ppinc(s, he would fuffer me to be withour t 


confirmation thereof from Heaven ; for noz 
fawclearly there was an excreding differet 
betwixt the notion of fleſh and blood, and © 
Revelations of God in Heaven ; alſo a gre 
difference berween thar Faith that is fained a 


| mp, to mans Wiſdom, and of thar whidk 
by a 'mans being born thereto of Gg 
Mat.,15. 15» 1 7obnts. 1. | | 
- , 120, But Oh! now, how was my Soul I 
"Frotn'"Truch ro Truth by God ; even from * 
"Birth and Cradle. of the 'Son of God; to Ii 
:Alcenrion and. ſecond coming from Heaven 
Judge the world? | 
*_ 121, Truly I then found upon this accoug®: 
the greatGod was very good unto me,for tom 
"remembrance, there was not any thihg that thi 
I cried ro God ro make known and reveal untf7; 
me, but he was-pleaſed to do it for me, I medſy. 
mor purport of rhe © & _eLorg Joh "_s 
co gs oiokg © 3 me choughr | we. 
_ with great. eyidence, from the relation of 
Four Erangcits, the wonderful Work of ONS 
k jo giving | Chirift to ſave ws; from his eq » 
» ..fh | 


Rn 


to the chief of Shuners. "47 
Zeprion and bi.th, even to his fecond coming 
to Judgement: me thought I was as if Thad ſeen 
him born, as if I had ſeen him grow up, 'as if 1 
jad ſeen him walk through this World,from the 
Cradle to theCrofs,to whichalfo when he came, 
ifaw. how gemely he gave himſefro be: 
and nailed on it for my fins and wicked doings; 
iſo as 1 was muſing on this his' progreſs; t# 
Fqropped on my Spirit, He w.is* Ordainen for the 
Meughtey, 1 Pet. I. 12, 20, | | 
= x22.When I have conſidered alſo the trathof 
is Reſurre&ion , and have remembred-thar 
word, touch me not, Mary, &c.1 have (cen, as ifihe 
id leaped out at rhe Graves Mouth,for joy that 
he was riſen again, and'-had gerrhe coi 
Wover our dreadful foes, -Fohn 20. 19. 
A alſo in the Spirit ſeen him a Man os $ie righr 
of Hand of God the Father for me, and haxeſſeen 
:& the manner of His coming from Heavets t& 


the World with Glory,-ayd have been confirm- 
ed in theſe things by theſe Scriprures following, 
Y$ Afts r. 9, 10. & 7. $6: $Ct0512 Heb. ff. 24+ 


& 8. 33, Rev, 1.18, 1 Thy 423% 3.8; iMG 
# 123. Once I was to:know whether 
the Lord Jeſus was Man as'well-a4"Ged7tund- 


God as w\'! as Man; and. troy itn thoſe 
Fer men ſay what they would, unleſs 3 hadir 
uh evidence from Heaven, all was: ch 
ne, I counted not my fclf ſer down it any truth 
ma God ; well/I was much troutled abourthis 
foot, and could nottell how to be reſolved ;ar 
all if thar in the fifth of the Revelations cameino 
a my mind ; And 1 bebeld,' and lo, in the midi of 
lt be Throne, and of the four Beafis, and in the-i3 
W the Elders flood a Lamb; in the midft of 
one, thought I thereis his Godhead ; isthe 


"”s 
Y 4 
. zZ 
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Trace abounding ' 


midſt of the Elders, there 1s his Manhood : by 
O me thou upht this did gliſter, it was a gooc 
touch, -and gave me ſweet ſatisfation 3 t 
other Scripture alſo help me much 1n thy 
To us a Child is born, pb 4s a Son is given, and tl 
Government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, and bi 
:Name ſhall -be | called wonderful Counſellor, t 
Mighty God, tbe; wan{ofing Father, the Print 
.of Peace, 8c. Aa. 9 
124. Alſo beſides "heſe teachings of God it 
-his Word, che Lord made uſe of two things tf 
confirm tne 1n rhis truth, the one was the Er 
rors of rhe Quabers, and the other was the Guillfe 
of Sin for as the Dyakers did oppoſe hid! 
Erurh ſo God did ' the more confirm me in. it 
| by Igading me into the Scriptures that did won 
| Afully maintain it 
/125-"' The errorsthat rhis people then mai | 
tained were dl 
/ 1. Thar the Holy Scriptures were not that 
Word of God, © | 
2: That eyery man inthe World had rhe Spi 


of LE Fairht, &c. 
Thas Cho Jets ;85. crucified and dyin 


Sth Hundted years ago did not ſarisfie divn 
Juftce- -for the Sins of his People, : 

; 44 TharChriſt his fleſh and blood was watt 
in the Sains« | 
T-7 That the. Bodies of the good and bad 

- ate buried in the Church- yards ſhall. noc arilſt 
« 11 8 
8g" That the AclurreRion js paſt with 700 
Men already. 
+7- That that Man Jeſus that" was Crucifie 
ween two Thieves'on mount Calvary in tl 
of Cantan by '7eruſalem was nor aſcends 


to the claef of Sinners 4T-3 
Yup above the Starry Heavens, =_ 
8. Thar he ſhould nor, even the ſame Jeſus 
thi died by rhe hand of the Fews, come again 
Sat the laſt day, and as man, judge all nations 
"_ bcc. 
125. Many more vile and abominable things 
were in thoſe days fomented by them, by which 
nat was driven to a more narrow ſearch of the 
BScripture, and was through their light and 
teſtimony nor only enlightned bur greatly con>. 
Wirmed and comforted in the truth, and as I ſaid, 
the Guilt of Sin did help me much, for ſtill as 
hat would come upon me, the Blood of Chriſt 
lid take ir off again, and again, and again, 'and; 
hat too, ſweerly according ro the Scxiptures. O 
riends, cry to God to reveal Jeſus Chriſt un- 
byou, there zs non? teacheth like him. | 
127. It woald be roo long here to ſlay, to 
; Fell you in particular how God did ſer me down 
i all the things of Chrift, and how he did, that 
Wie might fo do, lead me 1nto his words, yea 
nd alſo how he did open them unrome, and 
Fake them ſhine before me; and cauſe them to 
I« ell with me, talk with me, and comfort me * 
rer and over, both of his owfi being, and the ' 
."Fing of his Son, and Spirit, and Word, and 
Fpolpcl. | 
Es. Only this, as I ſajd before, I will fay 
to you' again, that in general he was pleaſed 
make this courſe with me : firſt to ſuffeg.me ro 
efflicted wich rempration concermng them. 
ood then reveal them to me:3' as ſomecimes I 
Ald-lye under great guilt for fin, even cruſh- 
1fe_Fto the ground therewith, and then che Lord 
+ cheEould ſhew me the death of Chriſt, yeaand (9 
adedFnnkle my Conſcience with Wis blood, rhat 1 


D ſhould * 


Fo CGrace abounding 
ſhould find, and that before I was aware, that 
in that Conſcience, where but juſt now did reign 
and rage the Law, even there would reſt and a 
bide the Peace and love of God through Chriſ 
129. Now had I an evidence as I thought of 
my Salvation from Heaven with many Golden 
Seals thereon, all hanging 1n my fight ; noy 
could I remember this manifeſtation, and the 
other diſcovery of Grace with comfort ;, at 
ſhould often long and defire that the jaſt day 
were come, that I might be for ever inflame 
with the fight, and joy, and communion of hin 
whoſe Head was crowned with Thorns, whoſe 
Face was ſpit on, and Body broken, and Sc 
made an offering for my fins : for whereas t 
fore [ lay continually trembling at the Mouth « 
Hell; now methovght I was got fo far there 
from, that I could not, when I looked hac 
carce diſcern it ;. and O thought I, that I wet 
fourſcore years old now, that I might die quic 
ty, that my Soul might be gone to reſt. 
' 130» But before I had got thus far out of rhek 
.. my remprations, I did greatly long to ſee fon 
ancient Godly man's Experience, who had wn 
fome hundred of years before I was born ; for- 
for thoſe who had writin our days, I though 
..(bur I defire them now to pardon me) that thy 
had.Writ only that which others felr, or elſe hy 
thorow the ſtrength of their Wirs and Pa 
ſtudied to anſwer ſuch ObjeRions as they x 
ceivedothers were perplexed with, without} 
mg downthemſclves into the deep, Well, af 
many ſuch longings in my mind, the God, 
whoſe hand are all our days and ways, did © 
into my hand (one day) a Book of Martin 
ther ; 16 was his Comment on the Galatians 


a Ho 4- &- 0-2 -x- $1 3 
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to the chief of Simners. 5k 
-alſo was ſo old, that ir was ready to fall piece 
from piece, if I did but turn fr over. Now I 
was pleaſed much that ſuch an old Book had fal- 
ken 1nto my hand ; the which, when T had bur 
#Jirtle way peruſed, I found my condition in 


| his experience, ſo largely and profoundly hand- 
ted, as if his Book had been written out of my 


neg heart; this made-me marvel : for thus rhought 


4, this man could not know any thing of the 
ſtate of Chriſtians now, but muſt needs write 
and ſpeak the Experience of former days. _. 

131, Beſides, he doth moſt gravely alſo m 


og that Book debate of the riſe of theſe remptati- 


ons, namely Blaſphemy, Deſperation, and the 
ike, ſhewing that the Law of Moſes, as well as 
the Devil, Dearth, and Hell, hath a very great 


IF hand therein; the which ar firſt was very ſtrange: © -* 


to me, but by conſidering and watching, Þ 
T found it ſo indeed. But of Particulars here, I 
'Mmrend nothing, only this methinks T mult let 
fall before all men, I do prefer this Book of Mr. 
ad Luther upon the Galatians, (excepting the Ro- 
Bible) before all the Books that ever I have 
n, as moſt fir fora wounded Conſcience. :._ 
s- 132. And nowT found, as I thought; rhatT 
yoved Chriſt dearly , O- merhought my; Sout 
aved unto him, my affections cleaved yo, 
m. I felc love to him as hotas fire, and noiv, 
Fob ſaid, I thought I ſhould die in my neft ; 
vr I did quickly find, that my: great love was 
t litrle, and that IT, who had, as I thought, 
eh burning love to Jeſus Chriſt, could let him 
© apain for a very tritle. God can tell how to 
baſe us ; and can hide pride from Man. Quick- 
Waker this my love was tried to purpoſe, 


hen 


& 433. For after the Lord. had in this manitiep-..; 1 
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"WP Grace abs, anne 
thus graciouſly delivered me from this greatand 
fore temptation, and had fer me down fo ſweet- 
ly in che Faith of his Holy Goſpel, and had giy- 
en me ſuch ſtrong conſolation and bleſſed evi- 
dence from Heaven, touching my intereſt in his 
love ttrough Chriſt ; the Temprter came upon 
me again, and that with a more grizyvous and 
dreadtyt remptarion than before. 
124. And that was to ſell and part withthis h 
moit bleſſed Chrif, to exchange him for the things Þ | 
of this life, for any thing : the temptation lay T 
v-pan me for the (pace of a year, and d1d follow 
we ſo continually, that T was not rid of it one 
day 1n. a month, no not ſometimes one hour 1n 
mary days togerher, unleſs when [ was alleep. 
,. 135. And though, in my judgment, I was 
perſwaded, that thoſe who were once effe&tu-Þ} ; 
* My 1n Chriſt, (as I hoped, through his Grace, 
Thad ſeen myfelf) could never loſe him for e- 
ver, {For the Land ſhall not be ſold for ever, for the 
I 414 # mine, faith God, Levit. 25. 23.) yer 1t 
was. continual vexation to me, to think that 1 
ſhould have ſo much as one ſuch thought with- 
m me, againſta Chriſt, a Jeſus, that had done 
for me 38 he had done : and yer then I had 
al:noft none others bur ſuch blaſphemous ones. ! 
136. Burt it was. neither my diſlike of the 
thought, nor yet any defire and endeavour te 
refiſt it, char 1n the leaſt did ſhake or abate the 
dqntinuacion, or force and ſtrength thereof ; fcg, 
it $i always, in almoſt whatever I thought, 1n- 
r&fmixar' (elf therewith, in ſuch ſort thar | could: 
eſther eat my food,: ſtoop for a pin, chop & 
ſtick, or caſt mine eye ro look on this or that 3} 
butfhill:the rempration would come, Sell Chris; 
jor tbe, or fi Chriſt ſor that, ſell him, ſell bims Bas 
137. Somedll 
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r37. Sometimes it would run in my thoughts: 
not ſo litle as an hundred times together, Sell 
him, («ll him, (ll him : againſt which, I may 
fay, for whole hours together I have been for- 
4} c<dro ſtand as continually leaning and forcing 

my Sptrir againſt ir, leſt happily before I were 
aware ſome wicked thought might ariſe m my 
heart thar might: conſent thereto ;z. and ſome. 
. times alſo the Temprer woul& make me believe 
JE Ihad conſented co 1t,hut then ſhould IT be as cor-- 
tured upon a Rackfor whole days together. 

133. This remptation did put me to ſuch 
feares left I ſhovld at ſometimes, I fiy, corſert 
therero, and be overcome therewith, rhat by. . 
the vcry force of my mind in labouring to gaine+ 
fy and reſiſt this wickedneſs, my very 5 
Kould be pur tnro- aftion or motion by way of” > 
puſhing or thruſting with'my Hands or Elbowg* © 

i an{wering, as faſt as rhe deſtroyer aid ſet$*:{ 
Mm; I will nor, T1 will nor, T will nat," F'wilES 
& tot; nonot for thouſands, thouſimds, thovſitidg3 73s 
ef Worlds; thus reckoning left T ſhould wth ;5þ 
midſt of rheſe aſſaults, (ct roo low a value of hits: i 578 
a &ven until T ſcarce well knew where I'was, xs: © 
he how ro be compoſed again. '** "i 

, - 139. Art rheſe ſeaſons he would not let me eat >=, 
Ry food ar quiet, bur forfooth, when Twas ferar; s” | 
ee Table ar my mear, F muſt go hence ro priyg. 
od In.uſt leave my food now, juft- raw; ſo counts:: 4, 
ag} fcir holy alſo would this Devil be. When Biol 
>@ 4 remprted,. I ſhould fay in my. felf, Now; '® 
F Jan muſt do it now, or you wall diſpleaſe Gadget 
ny me-ceſpiſe Chriſt, Wherefore” I was m I | 
 SSnictcd wich theſe things : and becauſe hit 

Wineſs of my nature (imagining hae Hite 
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54 Grace abounding 
things were impulſes from God) I ſhould deny 


to do ir, as if 1 denyed God; and then ſhould I} 
be as guilty becauſe I did nor obey a temptationf] nc 
of the Devil, as If 1had broken the Law of Godll i 
indeed, Ii 

140, Butto be brief, one morning as I did th 


he in my Bed, T was, as at other times, moſt 
fiercely aſlſaulred with this temptation, 2o ſell 
and part with Chriſt ; the wicked ſuggeſtior 
ſtill running in my mind, ſell him, ſell ham, ſell bam 
fell bein, fell bim, as faſt as a Man could (peak ; 
againſt which alſo in my mind, as at other times 
I anſwered, No, no, nor for thouſands, thous 
fands, thouſands, at leaſt twenty times together; 
bur at laſt, afrer much ſtriving, even unti] Iwa 
almoſt our of breath, I felt chis. thought paſt 
r h my heart, Let him go if be will / and 
< alſo that I felr my heart freely conſene 
{- thereto. Orthe diligence of Satan / O the deſp 
">  rateneſs of mans heart ! | 
*”. . 141. Now was the Bartel won, and dow 
* fell 7, as a Bird that is ſhot from the trop of 
Tree, into great guilt and fearful deſpair 3 thi 
etting our of my Bed, I went moping intot 
Feld, bur God knows ; with as heavy a heart 
mortal inan, 1think, could bear ; where for rhe 
ſpace of two hours, 1 was like a man berefrop 
- life, and as now paſt all recovery, and bound @ 
yer to eternal puniſhment. . ll 
: 142. And withal, that Scripture did eps 
-- vpott my Soul, Or profane perſon, as Eſau, 
* for one morſel of meat, ſold bis birth-right, jar 
- _ Þnow, bow that afterwards, when be would haywy- 
inherited the bleſſing, be was rejefted ;, for be founny if 
 noplace anne, though he ſught it cara” 
\* mwithtears, » 12, 16, 17» + 
\. 143, 4 


— 
Low wd 


wAS 2% 7" =3 3 0.0 © = 


SS 4 ,AOxV S293 © HD 


to the' ckief of Swers, 


enyl} 143. Now was Ias one bound, 1 felt my ſelf 


Id IF ſhut up unto the Judgment ro come ; nothing 


0a now for two years together would abidewith me, 
70dF but damnarion and an expeRarion of damnation. 
Ifay, nothing now would abide with me but 
didſ this, ſave ſome few moments for relief, as in 
ol the ſequel you will (ee. 
ſel] 144.. Theſe words were to my ſoul, like 
10nf Fetters of Braſs to my Legs, in the continual 
ym} found of which, 1 went for ſeveral months to- 
ak if pether. Bur about ten or elevena clock on thar 


meg] day, as 1 was walking under a Hedge, (full of - | 


ou forrow and guilt, God knows) and bemoaning 
ery my felf for this hard hap, that fuch a rhought 
wasf ſhould ariſe within me, ſuddenly this ſenrence 


Pal bolted in on- me, The Blood of Chrift remils afl - 


1d Ih guilt; archis I made a ſtand in my Spirit : with 
ent} that, this word took hold upon me,” The Blood 


pe » {eſis Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all. ſin, 1 © 
1 To 


n. 1.7. vs TION 
145. Now Ibegan to conceive peace 1n my 
Soul, and methought 1 ſaw as if the Temprer 


mn, = 


med of what he had done. Arthe ſame time al- 
Þ 1had my fin and the blood of Chriſt, rhus re- 
preſented to me, that my fin, when compared 
to the blood of Chriſt, was no morero it, than 


ag. 7.545 - 


vaſt and wide field that here 1 ſee ; This gave 
me good encouragement tor the ſpace of rwoor 
Mhree hours, in which time alſo merhovught 1 


D ir z concerning-Eſars (clling of his birth-ri 
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did lear and ſteal away from me, as being aſha- - _ 


this little cor, or ſtone before me; is ro this 


MF law, by Faith, the Son of God as ſuffering for- : 
w-my fins. Bur becauſe ir tarried not, 1 therefore 2 
Elunk in my. ſpirit under exceeding guilt again.'. # 
145. Bur chiefly by the aforementioned Seripe © 3 
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or that Seripture would lie all day long, allche 


. Grace abounding 


week long ; yea, all the year long in my mind, 
z24 hold me down, fo that I could by no means 
Litup my (elf, for when 1 would ſtrive to. turn 
me ro this Scripture, or that, for relicf, (tilt 
that Fentence would be ſounding in me ; for ye 
know how that afterwards, when he Would have 
Inherited the bleſſing, he found no place of re- 
penrance, though he ſought it carefully with 
tears. 

147. Sometimes indeed I ſhould have a touch 
from that in Luke 22. 31. 1 haze prayed ſor thee, 
that thy Faith fail not ; but it would not abide 
ppon me : neither could I indeed when I con- 
fidered my ſtate, find ground to conceive in the 
leaſt, that there ſhould be the root of that Grace 
within me, having finned as I had done. Now 
was T tore and rent in a heavy caſe, for many 
dayes togerher. 

148. Then began TI with ſad and careful heart, 


,* to conſider. of the nature and largeneſs of my 


fin, and to ſearch in the Word of God, if I 


"could in any place eſpic a Word of Promile, or 


any Encouraging Sentence by which I might 
take relief. Wherefore I began to conſider t 

third of. Mark, All manner if ſins and blaſphemies 
ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of men, wherewith 
forever they. ſhall blaſpheme : Which gjacc me» 
thought, ata bluſh, did contain a large and glo- 
rious Promiſe for the pardon of high offences 
bur. conſidering the place more fully, I thoughe 
ir-was rather robe underſtood, as relating more 


| chiefly ro thoſe who had, while in a natural 


eſtare commirred ſuch things as there.are mens 


tioned, but nottro me, who had not only, me 
&  ccived Light and. Mercy, but that had ork ab 


| be 

to the clief of Shmers, <n* 
ter; and alſo contrary to thar, ſo ſlighted Chriſt® "Þ 
as I had done, 
ns 149. I feared therefore that this wicked fin » 
ray. of mine might be that fin unpardonable, of 
iy which he chere thus ſpeaketh,” But be that ſpall 
ye | blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghot, hath never for- 
ve | giveneſs,but is in danger of eternal damnation, Mar. 
e- 3- And Idid the rather give credirto this, be» 
th | cauſe of that ſenrence in the Hebrews, For yous 

know bow that afterwards, when he would have 
ch |} inberited the eſſe he was vejetted ; for be found” 
7, | no place of repentance, though be ſught it careſully- 
de | W3#th tears : And this ſtuck always with me, 
Nl- 50. And now was I both 'a burden and a' 
ne | rerror,. to my (elf, nor did T ever ſo know, 25%" 
ce | 2ow, wharit was to 'be weary of my life, and 
wil yet afraid ro die. O how glidly nyw would T* 
wy | have been any body bur my ſelf , any thing bar-: 

a man, and tn any condition but mine Own.. | 
t, Forthete was nothing did paſs moretrequertt- -* 
Ny, ly over my mind, then that it was impolſittles: * 

or me to be forgiven my tranſgreſſion; and os. * 
or # be ſaved from Wrath to come, o 
he I5'. -And now began I to labour to'call agaim» * 
at | time that was paſt, wiſhing-a . thoafand trmes 2 
es | rice rold, that the day was yer tocome, whien - © 
th | TI ſhould be rempred touch a fin;* concluding®* 4 
& | with great indignation, both againſt my hearr= 
and all 'affaulrs, how I would yache? have been * * 
-e6rn in pieccs, than found a conſenter therero'2 - | 
<butalas / theſe thoughts and wiſhings; atid re--- 
*ſolvings, were now too - late+to hep, : 
ah an had paſſed 'my heart, God harh ſettnie=z 


Y 


FI 
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ps, and I am fallen : O, thought T, hat 8t was = 
# me as in months pat, 4s in the days whewe"; 
Bar preſerved me! Jo) 29. 2+. 9. 
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152. Then again, being loth and unwillir 
to periſh, 1 began tro compare my fin withe 
thers, ro ſce if 1 could find that any of tho 
that are ſaved, had done as 1 had done. So 
conſidered David's Adultery and Murder, at 
found them moſt hanious crimes, and thoſe tc 
committed after Light and Grace received; b 
yer by conſidering, I perceived that his trand 
greſſions were onely ſuch as were againſt.r 
Law of Moſes, from which the Lord Chr 
could with the conſent of his Word deliver him 
but mine was againſt Goſpel, yea, againſt the 
Mediator thereof, I had fold my Saviour. 

153. Now again ſhould I be as if racked uy 
on the Wheel; when I conſidered, thar, t 
ſides the guilt thar poſſeſſed me, I ſhould bt 
lo void of Grace, ſo bewitched. What, thoug 
I, muſt it beno fin but this ? muſt it needs be 
the great tranſgreſſion ? Pſal. tg. 13. muſt that 
wicked one touch my ſoul ? 1 7ohn 5.18. C 
whar ſtings did I find in all theſe Sentences ! 
I54- What ? thought T, 1s there but oxe ſu 


that 1s unpardonable / but one fin that layeth the 


Soul without the reach of Gods mercy, anc 
muſt T be guilty of that ! muſt ir needs be that! 
Is there but! oxe fin amongſt ſo many millions c 
ſins, for which there is no forgiveneſs, and 
miſt I commit this? Oh! unhappy ſin ! oh ut 
hippy Mar / Theſe things would ſo break and 
nd-my Spirit, that I could not tell what 
#I-thought at times they would have broke 
> and ſtill to aggravate my miſery, t 
would run in my mind, you know how that x 
- wards, when be would have inherited the bleſs 


be was rejefted. Ob ! none knows the terrors 


" theſe days but my ſelfe 
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to the chief of Sinners. 
ling 156. After this, I came to conſider of Peter's 
h of fin which he commitred in denying his Maſter ; 
nol and indeed this came nigheſt to mine, of any 
SO that I could find ; for he had denied his Saviour 
ang as I, after Light and Mercy received ; yea, and 
'tof that roo, after warning given him : I alſo con- 
ou fidered that he d1d it both once and twice, and 
anly that afrer time to conſider betwixt. But though 
£19 F pur all theſe circumſtances together, that if 
Us pofſible T might find help, yet I confidered a- 
My gain, that his was but 4 denial of his Mater, but 
ng mine was a ſelling of my Saviour. Wherefore I 
thought with my ſelf, chat I came nearer to 74- 
das, than either to David or Petey, 
155. Here again, my torment would flame . * 
J our, and afflit me ; yea, it would grind me, 
as It were, to powder, to conſider L 4 preſer- 
J vation of God rowards others, while I fell into - 
{ the ſnare : For 1n my thus confidering of other 
mens fins, and comparing of them with mine 
own, I could evidently ſce God preſerved them**% 
fi notwithſtanding their Wickedneſs, and would : 3 
Kg not ler them, as he had ler me, become a Son 3 
ndz of Perditton. / 
it} 157. But O how did my ſoul at this time prize * | 
9 the preſervation thar God did fer about his Peo- 3 
nd ple! Ah, how ſafely did Ifee them walk, whom. 
ny God hath hedged in, they were within his care, . 
proteftion and ſpecial providence : though Þ 
they were full as bad as I by nature, yet becauſe * 
he ante them, he would not ſuffer them ro # 
fall withour the range of Mercy : but a for me 
os pone, Thad done it, he would not pre-. 
8 ferve me, nor keep me, but ſuffered me, he- i 
vo Guſc 1 was a Reprohare, to fall as T had dong. 
#4 Now didthoſe bleffed places that fpeal of Godgy 
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keeping his People,ſhine like the Sun before me, 
rhorgh nor to comfort me, yer to ſhew me the 
bleſſed ſtate and heritage of thoſe, whom the 
Lord had blcſied.. 

158, Now I ſaw thatas God had his handin 
all providences and diſpenſations that overtook 
his Ele, fo he had his hand in all the temprta- 
rions that they had to fin againſt him, not to a- 
nimate them unto wickedneſs, but to chuſe their 
remprations and troubles for them, and alfo ra 
leave thera for a time to ſuch fins only, as 
Bight nor deſtroy, but humble chem; as might 
not put them beyond, but lay them 1n the way. 
of che renewing of his mercie: but Oh ! what 
love, what care ! what kindneſs and mercy did 
now ſee mixing it {elf with the moſt ſevere 
2nd dreadful of all Gods ways to his People! He. 
| would ler David, Herebiath, Solomon, Peter, and 
& others fall, Eut.he would not ler them fall into? 

= 1nunpardonable,. nor into Hell for fin. Oh 7, 
EF thought [, theſe he the men tia God hath Joy« 
ed; theſe be the men, that God though he 

chaſtizes chem, keeps them 1n ſafery by him, 
and them whom he makes to abide under.the, 
ſhaddow of the Almighty. Butall cheſe thoughts 
added ſorrow, grief, and horror ro me as what. 
ever { now thovghr on, it was killing to me- It. 
> Tthouzht how God kept-his own, that was kil- 
- ilin2co me; if I thought of how T was fallen my. 
& lf, that was killing to me. As all things/# 
& wrought together for the beſt, and to do good: 
ro rhem rhat were the calle according to his 
I pwr poſe; fo T thought that all things wrought for 
Wny.dammage, and for my crecnal over-throw-: * 

-. 159. Thenagain, I began to compare my {ift, 
Pio Inof 7idas, that if poſbible Iwo 

| ad; 


find 
unF 
daft 
whi 
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4 might be more ways than one- to commit the 


J hada- good Conſcience, but I ſhould feel my 


| content my 
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find if mine differed from that which in truth ls © 
unpardonablez and, O thought I, if it ſhould 
difter from it though bur the breadch ofan hair, 
what a happy condition 1s my Soul in-! And by 
conſidering, I tound that 7y4.zs did his intentt» 
onally,. bur mine was againſt my prayer and 
ſtrivings ; befideshis was committed: with much 
deliberation, bur mine 1n a fearful hurry; on a 
ſudden all this while I was toſied. to-and fro, 
like the Locuſts, and driven from trouble to 
forrow ; hearing always the (ound'of Efas's fall 
in mine cars, and of the dreadful confequenccs 
thereof. / 
160. Yet this conſideration about Zudas his 
ſin, was for a while {ome little relief unto me : 
for. I ſaw I had nor, as to- the Cireumſtances, 
tranſgreſied ſo fouly as he ; . but this was quickly 
gone. again, for I thought with, my felt there 


unpardonable fin : alſo I thoughr- that rhere 
might be degrees of that, as well -as of other 
tranſgreſſions 3 wherefore, for- oaght I yer 
could. perceive, this iniquity of mine might be +, 4 
ſuch as might never be paſied by. 

151, I was often now aſhamed rhat Fſhould 
be like ſuch an ugly man as 7ud.xs : I thoughr 
alſo how loathſome I ſhould be unto all the Sainrs 
at the Day of- Judgment, inſomuch that.now I 
could ſcarce ſee a good Man. that I helieyed 


heart tremble at h'm, while 1 was in his pre- 
ſence, Oh ! now 1 ſaw a. glory in walking with 
God,” and what a mercy 1t- was to have agood 
Conſcience before him. % 
162, I was much about this rime tempted ro. 
ſelf, by recewing ſome falſe Opinie 
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on, as that there ſhould be no ſuch thing as a 
Day of Judgment ; thar we ſhould not riſe a- ad 
gain, gnd chat fin was no ſuch grievous thing}. h 
The Tempter ſuggeſting thus, For 1t theſe] © 
things ſhould indeed be true, yet to believe o- P 
therwiſe, would 7ield you eaſe for the preſent, | tl 
If you muſt periſh, never torment your ſelf of * 
much before hand, drive the thoughts of damn-|| ff 
ing out of your mind, by poſſeſſing your mind hk 
with ſome ſuch concluſions that Atheifts andÞ i! 
Ranteys uſe to help themſelves withal. l 
163, 'But-oh ! when ſuch thoughts have paſ-J © 
ſed thorow my heart, how, as it were within a h 
ftep hath Death and Judgment been in my view, F< 
Merhought the Judge ſtood at the door, IT was 4 
as 1f *rwas come already : fo that ſuch things 
could have no entertainment. Bur methinks [J B 
ſee by this, that Satan will uſe any means to © 
keep the Soul from Chriſt: He loverh not ana-I 4 
wakened frame of ſpirit, fecurity, blindneſs, 
darkneſs, and error, 1s the very Kingdom and a! 
Habication of the Wicked one. M 
- 164. 1 found jr hard work now to pray to ly 
God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me up. I { 
#-. thought I was as with a Tempeſt driven away | * 
from God, for always when I cried to God for {f 
Ez mercy,..this-would come in, *ris too I&&; Iam 
{+ loſt, God hath'ler me fall, not ro my correction; ID 
2 bur condemnariori : My fin is unpardonable,} 
kf and Fknow:concerning Eſau, how that after he 
& hadſoldhis Birth-right, he would have receiv-F* 
gy. ed the:Bleſting, bur! was rejefted : about this 
+ ame}-did light on thar dreadful ſtory of thar 
miſerable mortal Francis Spira. A Book that was 
9, +» Aaquans Spirir, as Sale when rubbed in- F' 
|  Jo'7 eſh wound, eyery Sentence in that books 
\wr% evcryy 
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every groan of that man, with all the reſt of his 
2.4 a&ions in his dolors, as his tears, his prayers, 
no:{|. his gnaſhing of teeth, his wringing of hands, his 
js. wwineing, and twiſting, and languiſhing, and 
- 0 | pincing away under that mighty hand of God 
ne. | that was upon him, was as Knives and Dappers 
' of in my Soul; eſpecially that Sentence of his was 
1n- | frightful ro me, Man knows the beginnings of ſin, 
nd but who bounds the 1ſſues thereoff Then would 
ind. the former Sentence as the concluſion of all, fall 
like a h& thunder-bolt again upon my Conſci- 
af. ence; for you know how that afrerwards When 
n a {he would have inherited the bleſſing, he was re- 
.w,zjeted, for he feund no place of Repentance, 
vas {though he ſought it carefully with tears. 
165, Then ſhould I be ſtruck into a very 
« | | great trembling, infomuch that at ſomeriwes-I 
to | could for whole days together, feel nay very bo- 
1 2- | 0y, as well as my mind, to ſhake and totter un- 
der the ſence of the dreadful judgement of God, 
nd | that ſhould fall on thoſe that have ſmned that 
moſt fearful and unpardonable fin. I felr alfo 
ro | ſuch a clogging and heat at my ſtomach, by rea- 
, 1 | fon of this my terrour, thar I was, eſpecially 
ray | # ſome times, as if my breaſt-bone would have 
for | {plir in ſunder. Then I chought of that concern- 
am'{ 10g 7udas, Who by bis falling htadlong, burſt 4+ 

« |} ſunder, and all his bowels Os out, Ads 1, 

\ 166, I fearedalſothar this was the mark that 
the Lord did ſet on Cain, even continual fear 
and trembling under the heavy load of guilethar 
he had charged on him for the Blood of his Bro- 
ther Abel, Thus did I wind, and twine, and 


hich burden alſo did ſo oppreſs me, that 


xelt or. quier, 167. Yer... 


iriok under the burden that was upon me; L 
ould neither ſtand nor go, nor lie cither'ar we 


+ *s -_ 


- 


64 Grare abounding 


167. Yet that ſaying wonld ſometimes cot 
ro mind, He bath received giſts for the rebeli;ouit 
Plal. 68. 18. The rebellious ; thought I, Why 
ſurely they are ſuch as once were under ſub 
zection ro their Prince, eyen' thoſe who afreWe 
they have ſworn ſubje&tion to his Governme 
Fave taken up Arms againſt hin; 1nd ns though 
I, 1s my very condition, I once loved him, fea 
ed him, ſerved him, but now I amarebcl,: 
have fold him, I have ſaid, let him gor if be wi 
bur yer he has gifts for rebels, and then whon 
nor for me? * 
168. This ſometimes I thovght on, an{e 1 
ſhould labour to take hold thereof ; that ſomeſiwa 
though ſwall, refreſhment might have been co 
cewed by me : but 1n.this alfo I miſied of 

;defire, I-was driven with forc2 beyond ir, {i 

.was like a man-going to execution, even by thalff 

ce where he would fain creep in, and hide 

ſelf, but may nor. 

169. Apain, aſter I had: thus conſidered the 
figs ofche Saznts in particular, and found min 
went beyend them ; then I began to think thus 

with myſelf; Sercaſe I ſhould pur al! thezrs te 

=  .gerther, and-mine alone againſt rhem, might! 

© .not-thenfind ſome encouragement? for if min 
though bigger than any one, yer ſhould bur bv 
equaltco all, then chere 1s hopes : for thar Blook 
that hath vertue-cnough in it to waſh away 
theirs, hath vertue enough in4r todo away m1 
.though this one be full as big, if no bigger, t 
all theirs. Here again I ſhould conſider the 
of- D «vid; of Solomon, of Manaſſeh, of Ptngs 
and the reſt ofthe. great offenders, and ſhoulg.p: 
alſo labour what-IT, might, with fairneſs, ro agyhau 
gravateand heighten their fins by ſeveral ce: 
cumſtances. 170. 


& 
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+70. I ſhould think with' my ſelf that David 
/0h<d blood ro cover his - Adukery, and that b 
7hlthe Sword of the Children of Ammon, a wor 
hat could not be done but by continuance, de- 
freliberate contrivance, which was a great aggra- 
enation to his fin. 
zghj. Bur then this would rurn upon me : Ah, but 
carfheſe were but fins againſt the Law, from which 
1, Were was a Jeſus ſent to fave them, but yours is 
vill fin againſt che Sayiour, and who ſhall ave you 
yh@om that ? 

- 171. ThenT thought on Solomon, and how 
ane ſinned, in loving ſtrange Women, in falling 
meſaway to their Idols, in building them Temples, 
olfin doing this after light, in his old age, after 
; t mercy received : but the ſame Concluſion 
r, Ythar cut me off in the former conſideration, cus 
thalfine off as to this : namely, that all thoſe were 
ideſbut ſins againſt the Law, for whith God had 

provided a remedy, but 1hbad fold ty Saviour, 

Jand there now remained no more Sacrifice for 


FAY 
172. I would then add to theſe mens fins the 
to-ffns of Maraſſeh, how that he built for I- 
1rJdols in the houfe of the Lord, he atfo-obſerved 
negtimes, uſed inchantments, had -to: do. withe 
 befWizzards, was a Witch, had his familiar ty 
od fits, burnt his Children in the fire in Sacrifice 
' MJto Devils, and made the Streets of Zeruſalemrun 
ne down- with the blood of Innocents. ' Theſe  ; 
thought [ are great fins, fins of a hloudy colour; 3 
bur yer it would turn again upon me, theyare: -: ; 
to none of them of the nature of -yours, you have - 
red with Jeſus / you have fuld your Savis |; 
Sour : ts 
"FJ 173. This-one conſideration would dna 


on. 3% 


— I 
% 


66 Grace abounding 
kill my heart, My ſin was point blank againſt 
Saviour, and that too, at that height, that 
had in my heart ſaid of him, Let him go if 
will. O methoughts, this fin was bigger thaſſci 
the fins of a Country, of a Kingdome, or of 
_ whole World , no one pardonable, nor all 
'them'together, was able to equal mine, mit 
out-went them every one. 

174. Now I ſhould fee] my mind to fl 
from God, as from the face ofa dreadful Judgeſſſe 
on this was my torment, I could nor eſcay 

s hand, (It is a fſearſul thing to fall into thifor © 
bands of the living God, Heb. 10.) But bleſſed far! 
his Grace, that Scripture m theſe flying fig n 
would call, as running after me, 1have blotre8or 
out, as # thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as 
Lend thr £x3. return unto me, for I have redeem pit] 
ther; ments 22. This, I ſay, would come in up{yull 
on my mind when was flying from the face wp 
God; for I did flie from his face, that is, mi 
mind and ſpirit fled before him, by reaſon of hallju( 
highnefs, I could not endure; then would thilwh 

r'chererurn unto me. It wouldcrie aloudſo] 
with 2 very:great voice, return unto me, foriÞ&! 
hive redeemed thee; indeed, this would mak [A 
me-make a1rtleſtop, and as it were look ove 
my Shoulder behind me, to ſee,if I could diſcertþtÞ 
+ - that the God of Grace did follow me with a par 

- .don'im his hand, but I conld no ſooner doe rhat 
# bur a1 would be clouded and darkned again, yh 
that Sentence, for you know how thart afreſ> 
wards when he would have inherired the blay if 
ſing, for he found no place of Repenrane 
though he ſought it carefully with tears; whe 
fore 1 could nor return, but fled, though 8 
ſometimes it Cried Return, return, as + wy , 
3v.. p O110V 
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2/8 ollow afrer me : But I feared to cloſe in there- 
hatSith, leſt ir ſhould nor come from God, for 
if hat other,as I ſaid, was ſt1i] ſounding in my Con- 
thaſcience, For you know how that afterwards, when 
f chile would have inherited the Bleſſing, be was vejett- 
alle; &c. ; 
min 175. Once as I was walking to and fro in a 
pod mans Shop, bemoaning of my ſelf m my 
lad and doleful ſtare, afliting my (elf with 
doefffelf abhorrence for this wicked and ungodly 
capyſought ; lamenting alſo this hard hap of mine; 
0 tir that 1 ſhould commit ſo great a ſ1n, greatly 
d iaring I ſhould not be pardoned ; praying alſo 
fin my heart, Thar if this ſin of mine did differ 
trefi&om that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
as would ſhew ir me : and being now ready tofin'; _-_ 
mivich fear, ſyddenly there was as if there had... 
Suſhed in at the Window, the noiſe of Wind 
e upon me, but very pleaſant, and as if Thad 
geard a Voice ſpeaking, Didſt ever refuſ? to be 
Malt; fied by the Blood of Chriſt ? and withal, -my 
wgwhole life of profeſſion paſt, was in a moment 
Fopened to me, wherein I was made to ſee, thar 
1 ithgncdly I had for ; ſo my heart anfwered 
roaningly, No. Then fell with power that 
ford of God upon me, See that ye refuſe not hith * 
erhtbet ſpeaketh, Heb. 12. 25. This made aft 
patiure upon my Spirit, it brought light with 
a6 and commanded a Silence in my heart of all 
|| joſe rumulruous thoughts that before did uſe 
64 like maſterleſs hell-hounds to- roar and bellow, 
&J and make a hideous noiſe within me. It ſhewed .- 
xe alſo thar Jeſus Chriſt had yet a Word of + 
and Mercie for me, That he had nor, as I + 
mad feared, quite forſaken and caſt off my ſoul © 
wyyea, this was a kind of a chide for my ne & 
"- ' nels ; 
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neſs to deſperation ; a-kind of threatning oft 
if I did not, notwithſtanding my fins andt 
hainouſneſs of them, venture my Salvation 
on the Son of God. But as ro my detexmint 
about this ſtrange diſpenſation, Whar it was, 
know nor; or trom whence 1t came, 1 kno 
not : I have nor yct in rwenty years time, 
able ro make a Judgment of It. 1 thought th 
what here I ſhould be lth to ſpeab. Bur verily thi 
ſudden ruſhing Wind, was as if an Angel ha 
come upon me ; bur borh it and the Salucatioþ 
I will leave until che Day of Judgment, onlif 
this I fay, it commanded a great calm in me, 
Soul, 1r perſwaded me there might be hope ; Wr 
ſhewedyme, as I thought, what the fin unparl; 
donable was, 'and chat my Sou! had yer the ,. 
_- blefledpriviledge-to flie to Jeſus Chriſt for mer 
 £ But:I ſay, concerrikng this diſpenſation, 1 
, FE know not wha yet to ſay unto t,. which was al; 
- bin om the cauſe that at firſt T did not [peak 
"of it. in the Book, .I do now alſoleave it to befſ;,,. 
- thought on by. meh of ſound Judgment. Iayf., 
not. the ſtreſs of my Salvation thereupon, bur ups F, 
on-the Lord Jeſus in the Promiſe ; yer ſeeing ih; 
 amhereunfolding of my ſecret things, Irthougl #Þ,, 
_ ir. might; nor. be altogether inexpedient to letF* 
allo ſhew ir ſelf, rhough I cannor now relareY 
he martee as-there I did experience in. This Fe, 
> laſked in the ſavour of it, for abour thre or, 
+ Tourgdays, and then I began romiſtruſt and r9Þ 
=. 0e[palr again. . 9 
* 475, Wherefore ſtiil my life hung in dou>tÞ, 
> before me, 10: bnowing which way 1 (hould tip); 
+ oncly this 1 found my Soul defire, even tocalt} 
” wſclf arthe foot of Grace by Prayer and *uppli=Fy” 
+ Cation. BurO *was hard for me now tro beat} 
A r Y 


. 
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i face to o_w this Chrift for mercy againſt 
pm I had thus moſt vilely ſinned. "Twas 
| work I ſay to offer to look him in the face, 
inſt whom I had fo vilely finned; and in- 
4 l have found it as difficulr ro come to God 
prayer afrer back-{l1ding from him, as to 
Woany otherrhing, O the Shame tha: did now at- 
md me, ſpecially when I thought, -I am now a 
"Fwoing to pray to him for mercie that I-had'fo 
+ Wohrly eſteemed but a while before, I was a- 
med, yea, even confounded,” becauſe: this 
- Slanic had been committed - by me; but I faw 
tar there was bur one way with-me, I muſt 
pro him, and humble my fclf.untohim, and 
p that he of his wonderful mercte would ſhew 
to me and have mercie uponmy. wretched 
ful Soul. 
£277. Which when the Tempter perceived 
eſtrongly ſuggeſted ro me, Tharl ought not to 
We to God, for Prayer was not for any in my caſe, 
ther could it do me good, becauſe I bad\rizefied' 
Site Mediator, by whom all Prayers came with ac- 
"apt ence ta God the Father, and without whom no. 
1 wer could come inio his preſence 5 wherefore now 
$9 pray z5 but to add fin to fin : yea, now thpray, 
if Sung God bath caſt you off, is the next mayrto an- 
tr and offend him more than ever you did btfore; 
60, 278.. For God (aid he) hath been weary bf you 
is theſe ſeveral years already, becauſe you ure miite 
ws | bis 3-y0ur bawlings in his ears bath been'ns 


je theros might be quite cut off, and miliyes- + _ 


og $bf voice to bim, and therefore be let you fin this 
oÞ9 #4112 Thisthe Devil urged, and fer forth» 


ia tin Numbers, when Moſes ſaidto:thi Children 


nf fraet, That becauſe they wonld not goup to foſ- 
id | þrbe Land, when God would havethem, there- 
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fore for ever aſter be did bay them out from they bi 
though they prayed theymight with tears, Numb,z88e. 
36, 37% &c | 
179. As 'ris ſaid 1n another place, Exod. 8 
14+ The man that ſins preſumpruonſly, ſhall be tf{9** 
en from God's Altar, that he may die : Event" 
oab was by King Solomox, when he thoughtwlih* 
 hnd ſhelter there, 1 Kings, 2. 27, 28, &ll® 
Theſe places did pinch me very ſore ; yet 
caſe being deſperate, I though with my ſelf, + * 
can bur die, and if it muſt be fo, ir ſhall one 
be ſaid, That ſuch a one' died at the foot of Chili 
#n prayer ; This I did, but with great difheuly$* 
God doth know 3; and thar becauſe ropethe 
with this, ſtill that ſaying abour-Eſas would ef 
ſerat my heart, even like a flaming Sword, ul 
keep the way of the Tree of Life, leſt I ſhoul 


| 


take thereof, and live. O who knows how hutf « | 
a thing I found it to come to God, in Prayer © ; F 


180. I didalfo defire the Prayers of the Pe&RF7. 
ple of God for me, bur I feared that God would, 
give them no heart to do it ; yea, I tremblet Df 
1m my ſoul to think that ſome or other of th J 
would ſhortly rell me, that God had ſaid choſe a 
words to them, that he once did fay to tel 
Prophet coticerning the Children of 1fae!, Prglt* 
not for this People, for I bave vejefted them, Ja 
LI. 14+. So, Pray not for him, for have rejefttl 
him: Yea, I thought that he had whiſp-re@p 
this to ſome of them already, only rhey duriti* 
nor tell me ſo, neither durſt I ask them of W(* 
for fear if it ſhould be fo, ir would make mel” 
quire beſides my ſelf, Men knows the beginning 
of ſin, (ſaid Spira) but who tounds the iſſues char 
of ! " 


ii 


181. About this time I took an opportuni 
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i break my Mind to an Ancient Chriſtian z and 
_=d him all my caſe. I cold him alſo, that I was 
fraid that I had ſinned the fin againſt the Holy 

hoſt; and he told me, He thought ſo too. Here 

therefore I had bur cold comfort, .but talking a 
lite more with him, I found him, though a 
Sod man, a ſtranger to much Combate with the 
*Ahdevil. Wherefore I went to God again as well 
Is I could, for Mercy ſtill. 
$ 182, Now alſo did the tempter begin to . 

Shock me in my miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing x 

88d thus parted with the Lord Jeſus and provo- 

rd him to diſpleaſure who would have ſtood 
aherween my Soul, and the flame of devouring 

Jie ; there was now but one way, and that was, 

pray that God the Father, would be the Medza- 

"hr berwixt his Son and me, that we might he re- 

aS@nciled again, and that I might have thax 
| oe ed benefit in him thar his bleited. Saints en» 

0 ed, : , 

148.. 183. Then did that Scripture ({c1ze upon'my 

gidoul, He is of one mind, and who can turn bim2 
enfOh 7 ſaw *rwas as eafie to perſwade him_to 

"lake a new World, a new Covenant, or 

mew Bible beſides that we. have already; as to 

{Fay for ſuch a thing : this was to perſwade him, 

that what he had done already, was meer folly, 

#{$a0d to perſwade with him. to alter, yea, to difs, 

ul the whole way of Salvation; and then 
would that ſaying rent my Soul aſunder, Ne#- 

rover 25 there Salvation in any dther, for there 45 none: 
ther Name under Heaven, given. amongl(t mens 

iaodbereby we muſt be ſaved, AS, 4. 12, '. 


I. 114. Now the moit free, and l andgra- 
.Ffous Words of the Goſpel, wy, ||, 


ey forment ro me 3 yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, 
th. oF 
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as the thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt , the remen}: 
brance of a Saviour, becauſe I had caſt him o 
brought ſorth the villany of my fin, and my le 
by it, to mind: nothing did twinge my Conſe 
ence like this; -every rime thar I choughr of thi}; 
Lord Jeſus ; of his Grace, Love, goodngs 
kindneſs, gentleneſs, meckneſs, death, bloat 
promiſes, and bleſſed exhorrations, comforts 
and conſalarions, it went ro my Soul like! 

. Sword {for ſtill unto theſe my confiderationf 
of the Lord Jeſus rheſe thougkhrs would mak; 
place for themſelves in my heart : ay, ThisWhy 
the Jeſus, the loving Saviour, the Son of Gol 
'whom you have parted with, whom you hay oe 
ſighted, deſpiſed and abuſed. This 1s the onh(lg, 
Saviour, 'the only redeemer, the only one thallg. 
could fo love ſinners as ro waſh them from. 
their ſins in his own moſt precious Blood : bi ou: 
you have no part nor lot in _ you hav. 
| him from you, you have (aid in your hearth, 
et him go if be will. Now therefore you are (el 
vered from him; you have fevered your ſal 
from him; behold'then his goodneſs, but youth 
ſelfto be no partaker of 1t. Oh / thoughrhlls 
what have I loft / what have I parted vl 
what have I difinhericed my poor Soul of! ON 
"tis ſad to'be deſtroyed by the Grace and Mer, 
cy of God ; +to_ have the Lamb, the Saviour 
tixnLyon and "Deſtroyer, Rev. 6. I alſo trems 
bled, as 1 have faid at the ſight of the Sainrs ol 
Got, eſpecially ar thoſe char greatly loved nm 
andthat- made it their buſineſSto walk continue 
ally with him in this World : for they did botliffp 
in their words, their carriages, and alli rheit Bp 
expreſſions of renderneſs andfear to fin. againlih 
their precious Sayiour, condemn, tay guilt up 

on, 
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on, and alſo add continnal affliftion and ſhame 
unto my Soul, The dread of them was upon me, 

and 1 trembled at Gods Samuels, x Sam, 16. 4, 
- 185. Now alſo the Temprter began afreſh co 
I mock my Soul another way, ſaying, that Chbri/# 
tadeed did pity my caſe, and was ſorry for my loſs : 
T but for as much as 1 bad ſinned, and tranſgreſſed 
Jas 161d done, be could by no means help mt, nov 
e me from what 1 ſeared ;, for my ſin was not of - 

nature of theirs, for whom hy bled and died, 
wither was It counted with thoſe that were laid to 
bis charge when be hanged on the Tree ;, ther efore 
S/eſs be ſhould come down from Heaven, and dis 
mew for this ſin, though inated he did greatly pity 
"I we, yet 1 could bave no benefit of him. Theſe things 
*Imay ſeem ridiculous to others, even as ridicu« 
Jus as they were in themſelves, but to. me they 
were moſt tormenting cogirations, ay th 

them augmented my miſery, that Jeſus C 

**Fſhould have ſo much love as-to pity me, 'when 
Iyer he could nor help me; nor did I-chink that 
"he r<aſon why he could not help me, -was be» 
wuſe his merits were weak, or his Grace and 
- Walvarion ſpent on others already, bur becauſe 
| {8s fairhfulneſs to his threarning, would moplex 
- Fam extend his mercie ro me; beſides I 
[ have already hinted, that my fin was not 
2" Hithin the bounds of thar that was 
cn rapped up in a promiſe, and if not; then I 
: ew aſluredly that ir was more cafic for hea» 
"en and earth to paſs away thenfor me ro-haye 
Fernal life; fo that the ground of all theſe fears 
ie Fine did ariſe from a ſtedfaſt belieſthar Thad 
. og Pine ſtability ofthe holy word of God, and at 
from my being mifinformed of the nature-vf 


_--: | | 1 
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185, But O how this would add to my afth- 
.Rion,ro conceit that I ſhould be guilty of ſuchaÞ- 
fin, for which he did not die. Theſe rhoughts 
»-would ſo confound me, . and impriſon me, and 
tie me up from Faith, that I knew not what to 
do: but oh,thought T,that he would come down 
again; O that the Work of Man's Redemprion 
was yet to be done by Chriſt ; how would [ 
Pray him, and tntreat him to count and reckon 
this fin amongſt the reſt for which he died? 
'But this Scripture would ſtrike me down as d 
Ehri#t being raiſed from the dead, ditth no more: 
Death bath no more dominion over him. Rom. & 


I 
He 
187. Thus by the ſtrange and unuſual aſſaulg » 
of the rempter, was my Soul ikea broken Ve 
ſel, driven, as with the Winds, and toſſed Ki 
fometimes head-long intro deſpair, ſometime} ® 
upon the Covenant of works, and ſometimes ty he 
wiſh that the new Covenant, and the condiric ſh 
thereof, might fo far forth as I thought my (dl 
concerned, be turned another way, and chang-| *Þ 
ed. But in all theſe, 1 was but as thoſe that jofſulþ®* 
a2 45n(t the Rocks, more broken ſcattered and rem to 
Oh, the unthought of Ymaginations, - fright the 
fears, andterrors that are eftefted by a thoroy 
application of guilt, and yielding to deſperatif% 
-Ofts This is tht man that bath his awelling amant 
the Tombs with the dead 3 that is alwayes cryingf® 
out; 3d cutting himſelf with flonus. Mark $.1 
- *$#Bur'T ſay, all in vain, deſperation will t 
<omfort him, the old Covenant will not (aj 
him. Hay, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs aw” 
before one jot or tittle of the Word and Law 
Grace fhall fail or be removed : this I ſaw, 
I felt, and under thus I groaned, Yet this 
» 3 PT VYant 
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vantage I gor thereby, namely, a further con- 
firmation of the certainty of the waydf Salva- 
F tion, and that the Scriptures were the word of 
Ci God. Oh! Icannot now expreſs what then I 
9} aw and felr of the ſteadineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Rock of Man's Salvation, what was done, 
Y could not be undone, added to, nor, altered; I 
faw indeed that fin might drive the Soul be- 
1 qond Chriſt, even the fin which is unpardona- 
x4 ble ; but woe to him that was ſodriven, for the 
word would ſhur him our. | 
' 188;'' Thus was I alwayes finking, whatever 
Idid think; or do. So one day 'T walked to # 
nejphboring Town, and fat down' upon a Sertle 
Hh the Streer, and fell into 2 very deep pauſe 
about the moſt fearful ſtate” my fin had broughe 
me to; and afrer long muſing, Tiifted up 'niy 
head, 'bur methought 1'faw' as*if the Sun tha 
- | ſhineth in the Heavens did grudge to give light, 
' caa_and as if the very ſtones in the Streer, and wes 
upon-rhe Houſes, did bend rhemifelves againſt 
me, 'methought that they all combined together 


any 
wah baniſh me out of the world, was abhorred of © 
ght 
4 ainſt the Saviour. O how happy now was e- 
q TIKF 


them, and unfir to dwell aniong them or be 
ker, of their benefits, becauſe I had finned 


creature-over I was ! for they ſtood faſt, 
nd kept their ſtatzon, but I was gone and-loſt, 
189. Then breaking out in the birterneſ(s of 


as Ll. 


3 ly Soul, Ifaid ro my felf, with «grievous figh 
1 gh” can God comfort ſuch* a Wretch as 17 Thad 
aunt foonerfaid it, bur this returned upon me, 
| aw chan eccho doth anſwer a voice, Thjs {in is nor 
x, hſe® death. Ar whichT was as if I had been. rai- 
his #889 out of a Grave, and cried -out agath;*tivd, 


a7 couldft tho find out ſuch a4 word as this _ + 
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For I was filled with admiration at the fitneſs, 
and alſogt che unexpedtednefs of the ſentence; 
The fitneſs of the Word, the rightne(s of the 
cimcing of it : the power, and ſweetneſs, and 
light, andglary that came with it alſo, was mar- 
velous rome to find. I was now, for the time; 
our of doubr, as ro that abour which T-fomuch 
was in doubt before, my fears before were that 
my fin was not pardonable, and fo that I had 
no right to pray, to repent &, or that if] 
did, it would be of no advantage, or profit to 
me, but now, thought I, 1f this fn 1s not unto 
Aeath, . then at. 45. pardonable, therefore from 
this | have encouragement to come to. God by 
Chriſt for.mercie, tro conſider the promiſe of. 
forgiveneſs, as. that which ſtands with 
arms-to receive me as well as others; this theres" 
fore was agreat caſment'to my mind,to wk, that” 

my fin. was pardonable, that it was not the-fin'F 

-uaro death». (1 70. 54.36, 17.) nene but thoſe; 

s whatmy trouble (by their own.expe- 

Was. can. tell what relief .came to my 

al by zhis conſideration ; it was a releaſe to 

me, .my former bonds, and a ſhelter from 
che forms ſtorm, 'I ſeemed now to ſtand upon 
the ſame.ground with other ſinners and ro have 
as good right to the word and prayer as any of } 
they. : IF 
A Now I ſay was in hopes that my fm} 
yas not unpardonadle, bur that rhere might bl 
hopes for me.co obrazn forgiveneſs. But O he 
' Satan now did lay about him, for. robring me 


- 


a 


downagain / bur he could by no means doit. .! 
veicher thigday, nor the moſt part of the next: [Af 
% forchis good ſentence ſtood like a Mil-poſt a5 
"8 back. Yer rowards the evening of the nextJ*c 


1 
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day, I felt this word begin toleave me, and'to Þ 
withdraw irs ſupportation from me ; and ſoF © 
returned ro my old fears again, but witha grear 
fgeal of gprudging and peeviſhnels, for 1 feared 
the ſorrow of defpair, nor could my faich now 
fonger retain this word. 

191. But the next day at evening, being pn- 
der many fears, I went to ſeek the. Lord 3 & as 
I prayed, Icried, and my Soul cried ro Him in 
theſe words ; ; with ſtrong cries, O Lord, I be- 
ftech thee ſhrew me that thou haſt loved'me with an 
querlafling love, Jer. 31. 3, 

f had no'fooner ſaid ir, but with ſweernel(s 
this rerurned upon: me, as arr ecco or ſour 
again, 1 have loved thee with an everlaſting 
Now I went to bed in quiet, alſo ' when ava 
ked the nexr morning, it was' freſh upon thy 
Soul : and I believed tr. 


* 192. Bur yetrhe Tenpeer Manes IC 
wuld norbe (0 litrſe as an hu = "2 
he, that day, did Jabour to break ,"O, 2 


the combars and conflifts that'T {di then cet: 
wich ; as I ſtroveto hold by this w Fi 
Eſau woult flic in my face like'to 
ſhould be ſcmerunes up and down mes- 
In an hour, Yet God did bear men 'Þ 
my heart upon this word, from w Lo 

ſo for. ſeveral days togerher,; ere 
neſs and comfortable b wymts 
_- was made out to me.” hy love ain | 
Wu waſt committing this ſin, 1 Loved tWr bfor 
bor thee zl, and'l will love thts ie mo Nh ._ _ 
3 193. Yer] ſaw my fin mbſt bi eros and}! 
afilchy crime, and could nor bur concllide; ar 
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ft \ 
fore I felt.my ſoul greatly to love and pity him, 
F and my bowels to yearn towards him : for I aw} ,. 
he was ſtill my Friend, and did reward me good Þþ 4x 
de 
f 


for evil :_ yea, the-loye and affeRion that then}; 
did burn within ro my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, did work at this time ſuch a ſtrong and 
hor defire of reycngement upon my ſelf for the F ., 
abuſe I had done unto him, that, to ſpeak, 
then I choughr, had I had a thouſand gallons of 
blood within my veins, I could freely then have 
{pilr 3 all ar che command , and feet of this my 
Lord and Saviour. | FX 
194. And as I was thus in muſing, and in my 
fludies conſidering how to love the Lord, and . 
wo expreſs my loye to him, that ſaying came inf 5, 
tipon me, If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquity, 
© Lord, who ſhould ſtand ? but there ts jorgiute 
neſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared, Fſals} 
* 230-4. Theſe were words to me, eſpect- 
| -- Ally the larrer part thereof, ro wir, that there x1 
with the Lord, that he __ ec 
3 that is, as then I underſtood it, thathe 
;be Toyed, and had in reverence : forith ,, 
| thus made out to me, That the great God ,, 
= 43d fet ſo bigh an efteem upon the love of bis poor | |, 
'4 x pln that rather then be would go without of 
= ther love, br. would pardon their tranſgreſſions. 
F. 195 Ang now was that word fulfilled on me, 
= and 1 was alto refreſhed'. by - it, Then ſhall they be 
F aſbamed and 'confounded, and never open their 
= Mouth any more becauſe of their ſhame, when I am. 
= pacified towards theim for all that they bave donty 
> ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 16. 35, Thus was my 
& Soul atthis rime (and as I then did think, for. 
> cyer) ſer at liberty from being afflicted with my 
+: former guilt and amazement. etl 
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79s. Bur before many weeks were over, [ 
began ro deſpond again, fearing, leſt notwith- 
d "ſtanding all that I had enzoyed, yu I myght be: 
-M'I deceived and deſtroyed at the laſt : for this cons 
3 | fiderarion came ſtrong into my mind, That what- 
x wer —_ and peace I thought 1 might have from 
CF the wor of the Promiſt of Life ; yet un'eſs there 
o could be found in my refreſhment a concurrence and 
agreement in the Scriptaves, let me think what 1 
"CY will thereof, and hold it never fo faſt, I ſhould find 7. 
YL no ſuch thing at the end :. For the Scriptures cannot”: 
be broken, John 10. 35. "B+ 
i 197. Now began my heart again toake, and*.. 3 
fear I might meer with diſappointment - at the 
laſt. Wherefore I began with all ſertouſnels ro 
examine my former-eomforr, and ro confider 
"4 whether one that had finned as I had done,. 
ue} might with confidence truſt upon the faithfub *; 
4 neſs of God laid down in thoſe words by which-- 7 
Tc on hoe comtboend, _—_— 4 
3 cd my ſelf; but now was b c rhole laymgs 7 
he tomy mind, For 2t 1s impoſſible for thoſe wha-were''4 
it} once enlightned and Lave tafted the heavenly Gift, * 
od } ond were made partakers of the HolyGhoſt, auth 
have taſted the good word of God, and the Powers * 
ut} of the world to come ; if they ſhall ſall away, to* | 
*renew them again unto Repentance, Heb.-6; For” © 
ol if we ſin wilfutly, after we have received the none.” 
tage of the Truth, there remains . no mor ſactiffow 
*'y for fin, but a certain fearful looking jor of Judg* * 
' ment and fiery Indignation, which aegopr.the 
"y Adrirſaries, Heb. 10: Even as Efaui,\ who :for- 
NY yg one morſe! of meat ſold bis Bir, apa 2 Log nr 


oy" bow that afterwards when he would have inbert= 
uy: ted the Bleſſing, be was rejefted, for be found md 


f Mace of repentance, thengh. ke ſought it- carefully 
3 ith tears, Heb. 12. E. 4 1593;- Now © 


= 


8&0 Grace abounding 

152, Now was the word of che Goſpel for- 
ced from my ſoul, fo that no Promiſe of Encous | 
ragement was to-be found in the Bible for me?Þ ©! 
and now would that ſaying work upon my Spirit 
ro aff16t me, Repoyce not, O Iſrael, for joy, as 6 
ther Peovle, Hol. 9. 1. for I ſaw indeed there 
was cauſe of rejoycing for thoſe that held to Je- Fr 
Jus 3 but as for me I had cur my ſelf off by my | © 
rranſgrefſions, and left my felf netther foor-hold 
nor hand-hold amongſt all the ſtayes and props Fr 
1 the precious Word of Life. | 


15%. And truly I did now feel my ſelf to ink? n 
into a gulf, as an Houſe whoſe foundation is de- Y 


firoyed. I did ken my ſelf 1n this condition un- 
to the caſe of ſome Child that was fallen into a | P! 
Mill-pir, who though it could make ſome ſhift | P 
20 ſcrable and ſpraul in the Warer : yer becauſe Þ 7 
& it could find neither hold for hand nor foor, | £* 
> therefore at laſt ir muſt dic in that condition. So | 
foon as this freſh affault had faſtned on my Soul, } = 
thar-Scripture came into my heart, This for ma- 
ny dajes, Dan. 10. 14+ and indeed I foundir | © 
was'fa : for I could not be de'vered nor 
* brought to peace again, until well-nigh two 

-- years and an ha'f were compleatly finiſhed, Sc! 
) Wherefore theſe words, though in themſelves thy 
> they tended to diſcouragement, yet to me, | 
E who feared this condition would be erernal,they Go 
-” wereatſomerimes as an help and refreſhment to 
me. 

- 200, For thought TI, many dyes are not for @- th; 
wer 3 many days will have an end ; therefore” 


” ſecing 1 was tobe afflifted not a few, but mary thi 
dayes, yer I was glad ir was but for many dayer } iN 
Fhus, 1 ſay, I could” recal- my felf fomertmes, for 


= andpive my-ſelf a help: for as.foon as ever the 
| words 


: 


hy, 


= T5 © we ow: 3 3 


to the chief of Sinvert. by 


4 
' 


words came into my mind, at firſt, I knewmy” 


trouble, would be long, yer this would he bye 
ſometimes, for I could not always think ow this, 
nor ever be by ichelped, though I did. 


201. Now while theſe Scriptures lay before 


me, and laid fin anew at my door, that ſaying 
in the-eighteenth of Lube? the firſt, with orhegs, 
dd encourage me td prayer : then the Temp- 
ter again laid ar me very lore, luggeſſing, That 
wither the Merty of God,-ndr yet the Blaad of Chriſt, 


id at ail concern mt, nr could they belp me, far A 
my ſin, therefore "twas but” in vain to pray, yer; = 


thought I; I will pray 3 bur ſaid the Tempter, 
Your fin is unpardonable : well ſaid I, 1 wilt 


pray, 'tis ro no boor, ſaid he : Yer fait T1, I wilt 
pray. So I went to prayer to ' God z- and while” 
I was at prayer I uttered words to this effect; + 


Loyd, Satan tells me, That neither thy Mercy, 
nar Chyiſts Blood 3s ſufficient ta, ſave my 


and canſt, or him by believing thok neither wilt nar 


canſt ? Loyd, I would fain-bonour thee by belituing 


thou wilt and cant. 


262. And as I was thus beforethe Lord, chat i 


= 
- 
* 


ul: 
4 Lord, ſhall 1 banour thee moſt by believing than wilt © 


; 


- 
- 
l 

».. 
- 


l: 
«þ; 


g 


5] 


Scripture faſtned-on my heart, | (man, great is © 


thy Faith?) Mar. 15. 28, evenas it one had.clape 


me on the back, as I was--ott my knees before ” 
God, yet I was not able to believe rhis,- that © 
this was a prom of Faich, cill almoſt fix-months * 

could not think chat I had Faith; or © | 
that there ſhould be a word fot me ro a& Faith *- "Þ 


after, for 


97.3 therefore I ſhould ſtill bez; as ſticking in 


the jaws of deſperation,” and wentmourning up.” 


and down, in a ſad condition, 7 IE. 
203. There was-no hing now that 1 ſonged 


(or more thaft to. be gut out of doubx-as ro K-: 8; 
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thing in queſtion,and as I was vehemently defi. 
. Fing to know If rhere was indeed hopes for me, | » 
theſe words came rowling into my mind, will T 
the Lord caft off for ever, and will be be favoura-| 
ble no more? 13 his mercie clean gone for ever 7 doth P 
his promiſe Fail for evermore ? Hath God forgotten ft 
"ro be gracious! bath be in anger ſhut up bis tender] 
wercies, Pſal.77.7,8,9. and all the while they run . 
: In my mind, methought, I had this Nil as the ,, 
anſwer ?Tis a queſtion whether he hath or no; 
«Ix may behe Hagh nor: yea, the interrogatory 
& FTeemedto meto carty in it a ſure affirmation 
# - *thar indeed he had” not, nor would fo caſt off, 
- but would be favourable, that his promiſe doth}. g; 
'n6r fall, Ytid chat he had nor forgotren to be 
| gracious, nor would in anger ſhut up tender 
"mercie ;' ſotmerhing alſo there was upon m 
Heart atthe ſame time, which I cannot now ca 
to mind, which with this Text did ſweeten my 
-hearr,' and make me conclude that his mercie} 
mighrnorbe quire gone, nor clean gone for c- 
Ver. 
204. At another time I remembred I was a- 6 
in much under this Queſtion, Whether the 
lood of Chriſt was ſufficient to ſave my foul ? Þ £ 
= 1n which _ continued from morning ill } 7; 
= abour ſeven” or eighr at night ;. and at laſt, 
WW when I was, as. it” were, quite worn out with " 
fear left it fforld , not lay hold on me, theſe. 
words did ſound fuddenly within my heart, He yy, 
= 3cable ; but methoughr this word Able, was 
j-* ſpokeloud unto me, 1t ſhewed a great word, itÞ he 
&.” ſeemed to be writ in Great Letters, and gave ly 
+. fucha juſtſe ro my fear and doubr, (I mean for 7, 
© we tire 1t tarried with me, which was abouta 
gay) as I never had from that, all my life et> 
»—-M ; &@J before vr after, Heb..7«. 2 Ss. RO 5, But 


wv. 


c 
i 
112 


to the chief of Srmners. i 
208, Bur one morning when I was again-at 
Prayer, and trembling under the fear of this,. 
That no Word of God could help me, that 
piece of a Sentence darred 1n-upon me, My 
Grace is ſufficient. Atthis merhought I felt ſome- | 
ſtay, as if rhere might be hopes : .Bur O how- I 
good a thing is it for God ro-ſend his Word f* % 
abour a forrnight before, F' was Tooking ons J 
this very place, and then [ thoughr 1t could nor; 
eome near my Soul with comfort, therefore! 
threw down my Book in a per, then-I thought; 
tt was not large enough for me ; no; nor large” 
enough ; but now it was as ifit had Arms of. 
* Grace ſo wide, that irt-conld not onely 1ncloſe: WF 
me,but many more ſuch asI beſides. "= 
206... By theſe words I was (aitamed; yet: 
not without exceeding conflicts, for the [pace 
of ſeven or eight weeks : for my peace would?s 
be in it and our ſomerimes twenry umes a day 2x” 
Comfort now, and Trouble preſcntly ; .Peace.;*; 
now, and before I could go a furlong,.- as full of<. 3 
Fear and Guik as ever hearr could hold 5- and” & 
thts was noronly now and then, bur mywhole:.” 
leven weeks experience : for this about the ſuf=-# 
£; ficiency of Grace, and that of Eſas's parting wich 
Us his Birth-right, would be like a pair of Scales. 
within my mind, ſometimes: one end wonld be” 
th vppermoſt, and: ſomerimes again the other. 
A — to which would be my peace or troue-® 
e A 
i] 207. Therefore I ſtill did:;pray to God thats: | 
tie would come in with this Scripture more ful 


'CS ly on my hearr, to wit, that he would help me 
T'J o apply the whole ſentence ; for as yet IM 
TJ could not, That he gave, thar [ tern bue 


kurcher Icould nor goe; .for-as. yer itonly help=23 ' 


- Ly” 


. 
OY 


Ti Grace abounding 


= ed me to hope there might be. mercie for me;;and < 
" my grace 4s ſufficient ; and-though it came no Jþe ve 
farther, 1t anſwered my former queſtion, to Jmed 
wit, that there was hope ;. yer, becauſe for kkhe © 
thee, was left out, I was not comtented, but WWeav 
prayed to God for that alſo : wherefore, one [that : 
day as I was ina Meeting of God's.People full I{hou] 
of ſadneſs and terror, for my fears again were [many 
- ftrong upon me, and as I. was now thinking, je b 
- my. Soul was never the better, but my caſe moſt. |and | 
- fadand fearful, theſe words did with great pow-. [ſhou 

er ſuddenly break in vupon. me, . My Grace is ſuffi-- for fo 
| cient for. thee my. Grace #s ſufficient for thee, .my.jand 
Grate 38 ſufficient ſor thee, three times together 3 wiſh 
- and; O methought that every word was a| 2 
mighty word unto me. ;3-as my, and Grace, and” Pete 
* ſaficient and for thee ;, they were then, and, ſters 
fomerimes are ſtill, far_bigger than others be. Jin d 
208. At which time my underſtanding was: wor 
fo enlighrned, that I-was, as though 1 had ſeen. fther 
the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven through. [you 
{rhe Tiles upon me, and dire theſe words un-. 
to me; this ſent me. mourning home, it. broke- 
>Iny heart, and filled me full of joy, and laid me: 
low as the duſt, only it ſtaid nor long wich mel: | 
; mean 1n this glory and. refreſhing comfort, yer 
2t continued with, me for. ſeveral weeks, and: 
did encourage me to hope. Bur ſo ſoon as thar | 
werful operatioa of., ir. was . taken. off . my - 
art, that other: about Eſau, returned upon} 5% 
me as before ; ſo my-ſoul;did hang as in a pair Jug 
z&Scales again, ſometimes up,. and ſomer:mes.,Cal 
Bown,, nqy 10 . peace, . and anan again In ter- | 4 


"209. Thus I went on for many weeks, ſome- mi 
Ws comtorred , and - ſmetimes Gee or 
| ard. 


0 b 


to the clief of Sinmers. MN 
; and eſpecially at ſomerimes my torment would 
10 Ibe very ſore, for- all thoſe Scriptures fore-na- 
ro Imed in the Hibrews- would be (ct before me, as ' 
or the only Senrences that would keep me our of 
Heaven. Then again I- ſhould begin to repent, 
at ever that thought went thorough me ; I 
Thould alſo rhink thus with my ſelf, why, How 
nany Scriptures arc there agaiuſt- me ? there 

but three or:four;and cannot God miſs them,. 
and ſave me for all them ? Sometimes again I 
ſhould think, O if it were nor for theſe three: 
-or four words, now how might I be comforted ! 
y. hand I could hardly forbear atſomerimes, but to: 
3:Ixiſh them out of che Book; 

210. Then methought I ſhould ſee as if both: 
Fiter,, and Paul, and 7ohn, and all the Wri- 
ters did look-with ſcorn upon me, and hold me: 
in derifion ; and as-if they faid unto, All our 
: Ivords are truth, one of. as- much force as ano-- 
ther ; it is not we that” have cut you off, but - 
jou have caſt away your (elf ; rhere 1s none of- 
. Jour Sentences-thar you muſt take hold upon bur : 
theſe, and ſuch. as theſe : It is impoſſible ;, there » | 
- ramains no more ſacrifice for ſin; Heb, 6. And it' © 
bad ben bettey for them not to have bhnown the u'll 
$f God, then after they have bnown it, to tune 
: » the boly Commandment delivered unto thim 
eb. 10. For tbe Scriptures - cannot br-brokun, 2 
JPert- 2. 21. . "38 
211. Theſe, as the Elders of the Ciry of R&%% 
ſuge, I ſaw were to be the Judges both of my 

fe and me, while I ſtood with the avend&r 
{Jofblood' ar my- heels, trembling at their Gate- 
Afbr.deliverance ; alſo with a thouſand-fears and;;* 
qaſtruſts,l doubted that they woutd ſhur.me our . "F 


box ever, Joſh. . 20. 3, 4+ I; 
342, Thus+ 4 
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212, Thus was I confounded, not knoiwit 
what ro do, nor how to be ſatisfied in this Qu 
fiion, whether the Scriptures conld agree in the $; 
tation of my Soul ? I quaked at rife Apoſiles 
knew their words were true, and. that th 
muſt ſtand for ever. . 

' 213. AndI remember one day, as I was | 
divers frames of Spirir, and conſidering th 
theſe frames were ſt] according tothe natu 
of the ſeveral Scriptures that came in upon-1 
mind ; 1f this of Grace, then I was quiet bur 
bur if that of Eſau, then tormented. Lord; 
thought I, if both theſe Scriptures would meet inf 1 
my heart at once, I wonder which of them would get Gat 
the better of me. So methoughr I had a longing y 
mind that they might come both togerher upon. | 


21 
v1 
x1ll 
hav 
BOL 
yer 

hou! 
The 


but 
4 1 
ISata 


me; yea I defired of God they mig hr. But 
rea! 
214. Well about two or three dayes after, 


ſo.they did indeed : they boked both upon me}. 
” ara time, and did work: and ſtruggle ſtrangely af 
in me for a while ; at laſt, that about Eſas's fe 
Birth-righe began ro wax weak, and withdraw A 
 andvamiſh 3 and this about the ſuffictency of 
* Grace'prevailed, with peace and joy. And as h 
 F'was 1n2 muſe about this thing, that Scripture F; 
; came home upon me, Mercy. rejoyzeth - againfÞÞ 7 | 
” 'Zudgment, James 2. 13. J ht 
© 42's Tis was a wondermentto me, yet tra | Þ! 
% apt to think it was of God, for the word'Þ® 
—obme Law and wrath, muſt give place to the 
= word of Life and Grace ; becauſe, though the 
Z Word of Condemnation be glorious, yer-the'f 
Word of Life and Salvation, doth far exceed in 


: Fob. 2 Cor. 3. 8, 9, 10, 11. Marko. 5,6, ok 


| 2 bs. 6.:37. Alſo, that Moſes and Elias muſt 
F doth vaniſh, and leaye Chriſt. and his Saints &* 
lanc.. : 216, This] 


to the chief of S1nFers, 5 


 » | 216, This Scripture alſo did now moſt (weet- 
"109y viſit wy Soul; And him that cometh to me, I «ll 
QJzil! in no wiſe caſt out. O the comfort that | 3% 
" *Gthave had from this word in no wiſe; as who 
= bould ſay, by no means, for nothing, what e-- : 
yer he hath done, But Satan would greatly la- 1 
 » {hour to pul this promiſe from me, telling of me, 
yr That Chriſt did not mean me and ſuch as TI; 
but ſinners of a lower rank, that had nor done  \" 
ys had done. But I ſhoul4 .anfwer. him' again, *: 
TY $atan, Here is in this word. no ſuch excepriony 
—- hurt him that comes, him,. any him, him that com 
0" I th to me, I will in no wiſe caft out. And this Þ 
7 Mwell remember ſtill, that of all the fleights that 
8] $aan uſed to rake this Scripture from me, yer 
Sf he never did ſo much as put. this. Queſtion, 
POT But do you come aright ? And I have thoughethe, 
xaſon was,, becauſe, he thoughe I knew full : 
well, what coming aright was 3. ſor Iſaw that: * 
< to *come arighr, was to come..as I was, avile: 
ST fand ungodly ſinner, and to- caſt my (elf ar the 
ſeer of Mercy, condemning my ſelf for ſin : 
of | if ever Satan and I did ſtrive for any word of # 
i God in all my life, 1t was for-this good word of: : 
\» {Chriſt :: he at one and I at the other; Oh. 
:n4| Far work did we make; it. was for this in, 
7obn, T fay, that we did fo tugg andtrive, he. 
pulled, and I pulled, but God be praiſed, © 3 
got the better of him, Igor-ſome ſweetneſs from 
It, 


, *%7] 
217. But, notwithſtanding all” theſe helps. 
and tefied words of Grace, yet that of. Eſav's 
fling of his Birth-right, would full ar. times © 
{| diſtreſs my Conſcience . for though I had been 
(06-0 moſt —_ comforted, and that. bur juſt be- 
'| fore, yer. when. that came into mind, 'rwould. 


MY - ace aboundme 
_ make me fear again. I could not be quite ri 
3 thereof, 'rwould every day be with me : wh 
ja fore now I went another! way to work, ey 
” to conſider: the nature of this blaſphemo 
\- thought, I'mean,if Tſhould take the words at thi 
largeſt, and/give them ther own natural fort 
and ſcope, even every word therein : So wha 
F had: thus confrdered, I found that if thakk; 
were fairly taken, they would amount to thi 
That 1 had freely left the Lord Jeſus:Chriſt wh 
tis choice, whether he would- be my Saviouſþ 
or no, for the wicked words were theſe, 
him go if be will. Ther that Scriprure gave me} 
hope, 1 will never leave thee ny forſabe tha ti 
Heb.- 13. $5. © Lord, ſaid I, But I' have leftÞur 
» thee: then ir anſwered again, But I will 1fhat 
& lrawt thee. For this I thank God alſo. im. 
= 218. Yet I' was: grievous afraid he ſhould; 
and found it.exceeding hard to truſt him, ſce-fgr 
” mg Thad 6 offended him : I could haye beenfy aj 
- exceeding-glad thar this thoaghr had never bes Bay | 
&- fallen, 'for rhen I thought I. could with more ih 
- caſe and freedom abundance + have leaned upon: 
» Mis Grace : I ſee it was with.'me-as ir was with 
E Foſtph's Bfethren, the guilt of their own wick- 
ednes did often fil them with fears, thag their 
Brother would ar laſt deſpiſe' them, A. 4 1 54 
pa, 17, 18. _ - | 
S819. Yet above all the Scriptures that I yet"B 
axtmeer wich, that m"the twentieth of 7oſbua, Bn 
-was-the greateſt comfort to me, which ſpeaks 
of the layer rhat- was to flie for reſuge. And if" fi 
{ om Bloofl purfue the Slayer, then, ſaith Tis 
© Moſes,” they that are th! Elders of the City of-Re- 
» ſuze, [Wall not deliver him into his hand ; becauſt. 
F- ze (mote bis Neighbor unwittingly, and lated hit 
_ + or | 11128 
DF, | 


” » V © "Is 


to the chief of Sinrerg,.. &0 
© fie afore-time. O bleſſed be God for this word ! 
| $ convinced that I was the Slayer ; and 
"Var the Avenger of Blood purſued me, I felr 
"oh great terror; cnely now it remained that I 
Uiaquire, Whether: I have right to enter the 
reiry of Refuge ? So'T found, Thit he muſt nor, 
pho lay in wait to (hed Blood, it was not the 
Aiiful Murderer, bur he who unwittingly, did 
NSke he who did it unawares, not out of ſpite or 
[ © gudge, or malice, he that ſhed 1t unwittingly : 
"wiwen he who did. not bate his Neighbour bejore: 
"Wherefore : 
my 220. 1 thought verily 1 was the man that 
'4Imuſt enter, for becauſe I had ſmitren my Neight- 
bour unwittingly, and' bated him not afore-time. 
'#hared him nor afore-time, no, I prayed untd _ 
him, was tender of finning againſt him 3 yea 
d, Imd againſt this wicked temptation, I had ſtrove. 
© Ifor a twelve month before, yea, and-alſo when 
Tit did paſs thorow my heart, it did mm ſpight of 
& Imy teerh : wherefore I thought-T had right to _ 
mrer this City, and the Elders, whichare the - = 
kpoſtles, were not to deliver me up. This -- 
thegefore-was great comfort to me, and did-give * 
me much ground of hope. Tees Re 59 
- 22x,” Yetbeing very crirical,. for my- nate - 
d- made me rhat T knew nor what groy yy v.- 
chat 


MW: +0 05,00 6 


ure enough to bear: me, Thad one qu 
"Imy Soul d1d much defire to be refolve&abo 
| Sand that was, #hether zt be poſſible for 4 

_Fibat- hath Indeed finned' the Rear oy 4 


"> 


Buſter that to receive, though but the ltaft true PEE" EL 
wal comfoyt from-God through Clriſ ? The-which JF 
afrer I had much conſidered, I found the ans 

ver was, No, they could nor ++ and*that-for 

Jilieſe Reaſons : rt 
ti 222, Euſt, - 


A ILE. = 
Ve - wy, 
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oÞ Grace abounding 
222. Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that. have finne#* © 
thar fin, they are debarred a ſhare in the Bloolf®?! 
of Chriſt, and being ſhur out of that, they mi 
needs be void of the Icaft ground of hope, ar 
ſo of ſpiritual comfort, for to ſuch there remat 
no more ans og for ſin, Heb. 10. 26, 29, Second 
ly, Becauſe they are denyed a. ſhare in. 
Promiſe of Life : they ſhall never be forgiv 
neither in this world, nor in that which is t 
come, Mat. 12.' 31. Thirdly the Son of Ge 
excludes them alſo from a ſhare in his bleſſeW# 
Interceſſion,. being for ever aſhamed to owe 
them both before his holy Father, and | 
bleſſed Angels in Heaven, Mark 8. | 
223. When I had wxh much dehiberationff* 
conſidered of this matter, and could not bur 
conclude that the Lord had comforted me, and; 
that too afrer this my wicked fin : then me 
he i durſt yenture to come nigh unto thoſe 
moſt fearful and terrible Scriprures, with which 
all this while'T had been fo greatly affrighred, IF" 
and on which indeed before I durſt ſcarce caſt 
mme eye, (yea, had much ado an hundredF 
times.to forbear wiſhing of them. our of the Bl 
ble, *for I thought they would deſtroy me) but 
now; Iſay, I began to rake ſome meaſure off 
» | incouragement, to come cloſe ro them, to readÞ} 
- them, and confider them, and to weigh then 
"2 and cendency. '' 
I {<p —"orer when I began todo, I found 
2 ip: piſage changed 3 for they looked nor oP 
we | reI thought they did : Andfirſt 
F z46the ſixth of the Hebrews, yer rrembeEÞ 
lng for fear it ſhouid- ſtrike me ; which when 
*T had d, I found that the falling rheve 
incended, was a falling quite away ; That - | 


to the chief of Sinners. "x7 


I conceived, a falling from, and an adbſolure 
ing of the Goſpel, of remiſſion 'of fins by 

ſt y for, from them the Apoſtle begins his 
pument,- verſe. 3, 2, 3- Secondly, I found 


this falling away, muft be openly, even . 


i the view of the World, even ſo as to put 

iſt to an open (hame. Thirdly, I found that 

;— ole he there intendeth, were for ever ſhut 

:« of God both in blindneſs, hardneſs and im- 

mrency : It # impoſſeble they ſhould be renewed 

ein unto repentance. By all theſe particulars, 

i fovnd, to Gods everlaſting praiſe, my fin 
as not the fin in this place intended. 

Firſt,| confeſſed I was fallen, but nor fal- 

n away, thar is from the profeſſion of Faithin 

eſus unro erernal Life. 


16. Secondly, I confeſſed that 1 had pur Jeſus 


riſt ro (hams by my fin, but nox to epert. 


& bane. I did not deny him. before "men, nor 


uy Yorld. him as a fruides one before the. 1 
: Or . ; X *& x" 

_ - Thirdly, nor did I find that God had ſhit * 

IredÞ< up, ordenyedme to come ( r found 2} 


' B{ hard work indeed te-come) to him 


forrow . 
bar$nd repentance ; blefled be God for unſeaFcha» 


» of ME Grace. NY 
eadf- 225. Then I confidered that in the renth of 
wig the Hebrews 3 and found that the 'wilfal fi 


: here mentioned, is' not every wilful -p .F 


and ſar fin which doth throw off Chriſt, and' 


is Commandments too. Secondly . Thar-muft Þ 46 


reſt Wo be done openly, b< fore two or threewite 


es, to anſwer thar of the - Law," weſe 28%. © 


6. 
"_ 
\ 
” 
; 


Thirdly, this fin cannot be committedbug.wirt ] 


tear deſpite done to: the Spirit of Grace 3 de» *F 
ivg both the diſſwaſions from that fir, and 2; 


the 7 


is, BP 
1 


* %” $ 


Hz Grace abounding 
the perſwaſions to: the contrary . But the Ly 
knows, though this my fin was deviliſh; yer 
did nor amount to theſe; Sobt 
- -226. And as touching that in the- rwelfth 
the Hebrews, about Eſaus ſeNiing his Birth-rig 
though this was thar which killed me, 4 
ſtood likea ſpear againſt me ; yer now Ie 
conſider, Firſt, That his was not a haf 
thought againſt che continual labougof his mind] 
but a thought conſented ro, and_pur inp 
Rice likewiſe, and that too after ſome delibe 
tion : Gen. 25, Secondly, Ir was a publick at 
open action, even before his Brother, if ne 
before many more ; this made his fin-of af 
more hainous nature then otherwiſe it wot 
have been. Thirdly, He continued to ligh 
| his Brith-right: He did eat and drink and went 
© bu way; thus Eſau DESPISED his Birth-rightt 
- FE, twenty years aftcr he was found rodeſpi 
& in. And Eſau Jaid,'1 have enough, my Briiffter 
they, keep that thou baſt to thy ſelf, Gen: 34 


nk Now as tonching thns, That Eſau ſogWiil 
@ placy of repent ance : chus-1thought, Firſt, Thillllc 
was norfor the Birth-right, but the bleſſing ; chisf 
.. 1 clear fromthe Apoſtle, and is diſtinguiſhedh 
{ by Efau him(elf; he hath takin away my Births 
Let, (chat,js, formerly) and now be-hath tabtling 
aapay ry: Birſſing alſo, Gen, 27. 36, Secondly 
T%t ng thus conſidered, I came agat 
the Apoſtle, to fee what might be the minthy 
F God, 1n-.a. New-Teſtamenc ſtile and ſenit$ 
. neerni - ape fin ; and ſo far as I-co 
KCerv: "rhis was the. mind of God, That it 
Dinj-ve Revifed Keg@rrration, and:rthe' Bl Wa 
> ing, the Eternal inheritance 3 for ſo the Apoft 
; | (cemsſ 
34 
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to hint, Le there be any profane Perſon, 
= Eſau, who for one morſe! of meat ſold bis Biyth- 
Sebt : as if he ſhould ſay, Left there be an 
on amongſt you that ſhall caſt offall thoſe 
efſed beginnings of God: that at preſemt are 
zn him, in order to a new'Birth, leſt rhey 
Dome as Eſau, even be rejefted afterwards, 
nthey would inherit the Bleſſing. 
i228. For many there are, who in the da 
Grace and Mercy deſpiſe thoſe things which 
rage indeed the de right to Heaven, who yet 
anhen rhe deciding day appears, wil cryas1oud 
Eſau, Lord, 'Lord, open to xs, but then, as 
ac would not repent, no more will God the 
ther, but will ſay, I bave Weſſed thife, yea, 
they (hail be bleſſed ; bur as for you ;" Depart, 
w are workers of #niquity, Gen. 27. 32; | Lak: 
Vis, 25, 26,27. 2 
R229. When I had thus conſidered "theſe 
Welferiptures, and found that thus -to underſtand 
ſhem, . was not: againſt, but according 26. other 
rptures 3 this ſit added further to-nigiey: 
£%W@uragement and comfort, and alſo gave 4gre 
Sihlow to that ObjeRion, to wit, That" thi"Stvip;: 
hiSlleres could not agree in the Salvation; if "4{ 
TAnd nov remained only the hinder pawof t 
Tempeſt, for thechunder wel xyopd me, 
jxely ſome drops did ſtll remain; -thanwawanc 
| tan 1 y | 
1Ehthe refor 'rdid of; befall me , as:ie be 
thoſe that have been (cared by. | 
er yalce was fire, fire 3 every unde: rouch. 
4 © 


\ d hurt my tender Conſcience. 


>... But one day, as I was paſſing in 


| ne day, : n the. 3 
1©Seld, and that too with fome daſhes on/ my - ©; 
vl 'Y Conſcience 3 


94 Grace abounding 
Conſcience, fearing leſt yer all was not rig 
ſuddenly this ſenrence fell upon my Soul, 
righteouſneſs is in Heaven 5; and methoughr witſh..; 
al, I ſaw with the eyes of my Soul, Jeſus Chi 
ar Gods right hand, there, I ſay, was mf ri 
tcouſneſs ; ſo that where ever I was, or why 
ever was a doing, God could not ſay of 
He wants my Righteouſneſs, for that was juſtt 
fore him. I alſo ſaw moreover, that it was wes 
my pn of heart that made my Ritth - 
rcoutnel(s berrer, nor 'yet my bad frame 
made -my Righreoufneſs worſe : for my Ri 
teouſnels was Jefus Chriſt himſelf, the ſame yells, 
day, to day, and for ever; Heb. 13. 8. Hei 
£34. Now did my chains fall off my Legs Wh 
SOT: ws looſed from my affliftions and 
Fon, my tem ns alſp- fled away : ſor 
from thattimethoſe dreadful Scriprures of Gilg 
tkfbfronwtouble me '; now went I- alſo he 
args for the Grace and Love of God7 WF. , 
en Ecame.home,' F looked to ' ſee if I coll, ; 
findchavSenrence, Ty Kighttonſneſs: 5" it Hilly,. 
vena: bur could: for; find ſuch a faying, whetby.1 
fore my+heart began'to- fink 'again, only thathy 
was brought ' ro my remembrance, 1 Cor. 1.3%, 
Ht: e axto 145 of God, Wiſdom, Righteofnilhh 
and Redemption ;' by this word 
nrence ©; 4 Of 


| 
or 
? 


EI 
' prefence,' ſo he is oth; 
| neſs an} Sandtificarion before Gol 
here; therefore I lived, tor. ſome: time, ” very 
ſweetly at peace with God. through Chriſt ; Of 
me thought Chriſt * Chriſt / there was nothingky, 
but Chriſt that was before my ' eyes , I was nap? 


nowt- 
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x (only) for looking upon this and the other 

nefit of Chriſt apart;- as of h's Blood, Burial, 

Reſurre&ion, but conſidered him as whole 

drift ; as he in whom all theſe, and all his 

Vertues, Relations, Offices and Operati- 

z met together, and that as he ſat.on the 
thand of God in Heaven. 

'233- *T was glorious to me to ſee his exaltati- 

and the worth and prevalency of all his be- 

fits, and chat becauſe now I could look from 

y ſelf to him, -and ſhould reckon, that all 

pſe Graces of God that now were- green-orn 

; were yet-burt like thoſe crackt-groats and 

MWur pence-half-pennies that rich men carry in 

, Meir Purſes, when their Gold 151n their Trunks 

home : O, I ſaw my Gold was'inmy-Trank 

*I-home 4. in Chriſt my Lordand Saviout !'Now 

riſt was all ; all my Wiſdome, all my Righte® 

wineſs,' all my ification and alt” my*Re- 


n; > +4: T4748 
| "7 Further, The Lord did alſoJead 'm&in- 
"I thc Myſtery of Union with the: SomoÞ God, 
*#har I was joyned to him, that I was fleſhSfhis 
FHlcſh, and bone of his bone, and” owiwds that 
ſweet word to me, .in Ephe/. $.'20. By 'this al 
3H was my Faith in him, as my Wightevufhefs, 
dive, chem tis Righrcouſnc won prineSWHte 
"one, then'his Righteouſneſs was mine;SHjgMe- 
Jtits mine, his Vers alfo mie. Now-ogald 
*J ſee my ſelf in Heaven and” Earthat bnee's; in 
" SReaven by my- Chriſt, by / oy ; by: 
2 [Righteouſneſs and Life, though'on Earth by 
by Body or Perſon, "yn SON REES 
+ 235. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was Tooked'on 
, *Idf God, and ſhould alſo be-looked upon by us 
"$5 thar common or publick perſon, in TR—_ 


bY 


d 
| 
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the whole body of hts Ble& are alwayes to bd 
conſidered and reckoned ; thar we fulfilled 
Law by him, died by him, roſe from the deat 
by him, got. the vidtory over Sin, Death, the: 
Devil, and Hell, by him; when he died, we &4Was 
ed, and ſo of his Reſurre&ion ; Thy dead mah 
ſhall live, together with my dead body ſhall thyt400 
oriſe, (aich he, Iſa. 26. And again, After | twolpa 
dayes be will revive us, and the third day we ſhal{ti: 
live #n his fight, Hoſea 6. 2. Which is now ful-vr * 
filled by the fitring down of the Son of Man onff! 
theright hand of rhe Majeſty in the Heavens ;$ 
according to that to the Epheſtans, He bath rai-fBot 
ſed us up togither, and made 1s fit together in bt4iha 
venly places in Chriſt Zeſus, Kpheſ. 2. 6. yil 
236. Ah theſe bleſſed confiderations and} - 
Scriptures , with many other of, hke marure, ſj 
were in thoſe dayes made «©o ſpangle in mine ans 
cyes ſo that] have :cauſe to ſay ; Praiſe ye thr fwe 
Lord God in his Sanftuary, pap im in the firm JO 
ment of his power, praiſe him for his mighty afts, (Wn 
praift bim according to his-4x0llent greatneſs. Plal, BF: 
JT $01, 2+ , 'S i 
237. Having thus in few words given you's Far 
taſte of the ſorrow and afflition that my Soul Þ 
went under, by the guilt and terror ther this Fi 
my wicked thought did lay me under ; and} 
having given;you alſo a touch of my deliverance bo! 
therefrom, and of the ſweet and blefled com- I 
fort-that I met--with afterwards, (which cont |} 
fort dwelt about a twelve, month with my heart, Þ 
to my unſpeakable admiration) I will now F 
(God willing) before 1 p any further, 
give you in a word or two, What as I conceive, 
Was e of this temptation ; and alſo afrer Þ 
that, what advantage at the laſt ix became unto Ft 
my Soul, '238, For F- 
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-' 238, For the cauſes, I conceived they were 
principally two ; of which ewoalſo I was deep- 
convinced all the rime this trouble lay upon 
e. The firſt was, tor that I did nor, when I 
EEwas delivered from te Temptation that went 
before, #1 pray to God to beep me from tempt a- 
ons that were to come : for though, as I can ſay 
win truth, my Soul was much in prayer before 
This rryal (c1zed me. Yer then I prayed onely, 
br ar the moſt, principally, for the removal of 
 enffpreſent troubles. and for freſh diſcoveries of 
ns;$his love in Chriſt : which I ſaw afterwards was 
ra-Spor enough to do ; I alſo ſhould have prayed 
wethar rhe great God would keep me from the'e- 
yil that was ro come. 

nd 239. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by 
re, the Prayer of Holy David,-who when he was 
ine Fander+ preſent Mercy, yer prayed that God 
the would hold mm back fron fin, and remptation 
14 $to come : ' For then, faith+.he, ſhall 1bt upright, 
7s, $nd I ſhall be innocent from-the Great Tranſateſſion 
ſal; 1 al. 16. 13. By this very word” 'was*F-pavled 

- Jand condemned, quire thorow 'xhis-long:remp- 


ua farion. ;t 2) WY, 2HTRS 
oul © 240. That alſo was another word-rhat did 
his {much c-ndemn me for my folly, 'in theneglett 
nd'Jot this duty, Heb. 4. 16.” Let us 'therefore tome 
ice told ly to the Throne” of Grace, that wt may obtain 
m- Ber cy, and find Grace to help in time of need 3 
Mme $I his I bad not* done, and therefore was thvs 
mn; ſuffered to Gn - and fa!l, according 'to' What 5s 
ow Iritten, Pray that you enter not int6-temptrtfo1 : 
ec, Id truly this very thing is'to* this diy of fiith 
ve, Iveight and awe upon "me, thar 1 dare 'nor, 
er when I come before the' Lord; go'off my knees 
o Jn; I intreat him for © 7 and mercy azainſt 
or | 


the. 3 
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te remptations that are to come : and I do be- 
teech thee, Reader, that thou learn to beware 
-of my negligence by the affii&ions that for this 
thing I did for dayes, and months, and years, 
with ſorrow undergoe. 

241, Another cauſe of this rempration was, 
That I had remprted God ; and on this manner 
did Idoit: Upon a time my Wife was great 
with Child, and before her full time was come, 
her pangs as ofa Woman 1n Travel, were fierce 
and ſtrong upon her, even as if ſhe would im-{ 
mediately have fallen in labour, and been deli-| 
vered of an untimely Birth : Now at this very re 

w 
V] 
ww 


xr we tt Þb % =, ww mw 


time it vas, that I had been ſo ſtrongly rempted{ 
ro queſtion the being of God ; wherefore as my | 
Wife lay crying by me, I ſaid, bar with all ſee, w 
creſy imaginable, even thinking in my hearth m1 
Lord, if thou wilt now remove this ſad affiiftioÞPas 
from my Hife, and cauſt that ſhe be troubled nl or 
more. thirewith this night, (and now were herÞ th 
pangs juſt upon her) then 1 ſhall know that thox an 
can't d:ſcern the moſt ſecret thoughts of the beart. | G 

242. 1 had no ſooner ſaid « 1n my heaps, buth. 
her -pangs were taken from her, and ſhe waz 
caſt nto a deep ſleep, and fo continued till 
morning, at this1 greatly marvelled, not knows 
ing what to think 3 but after I had been awakeÞajj 
2 good-while, and heard her cry no more, 1 fellÞho 
roſleepalſo: So when I waked in the morning he] 
it came upon me again, even what I had (adÞfor 
in my heart the latt night, and how the LordÞ®bjy 
had ſhewed me that he knew my ſecret thoughtsÞ{the 
which was a great aſtomiſhment unto me for (ey, 
veral weeks after. fay. 
243. Well, about a year and an half after &4 
wardsthat wicked finful thought, of _ | FIN 

[ 
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have ſpoken before, went thorow my wicked 
ref heart, even this rhoughr, Let Chriſt go if be wilt; 
$4 fo when I was. fallen under guilt for this, the 
's, | remembrance of 'my other thought, and of che 
efte&@ rh:reof, would alſo come upon me wich 
x5, |. this Tetort, which alſo carried rebuke along 
«} with it, Now you may ſee that God doth know:the 
at} moſt ſecret thoughts of the heayt. 


ce] 244. And: with this, that of the paſſages thar 
m- | were berwixt the Lord, and his fervant Gideon 
11-J fell upon my ſpirit 3 how becauſe thar Gidzon 
ry tempted God with his ' Fleece both wer and dry, 
ed when he ſhould have | believed and ventured 

vpon/his word, therefore the Lord :did_afrer- 
(e-}- wards fo try him,. as to ſend him againſtan in- 
rt} numerable company of 'Enermes. and ' that too 
io as to outward appearance, withouriany ſtrength 
mw or help, Zudg. 6.7-'Thus he-'ferved me! and 
1erÞ that juſtly, for I ſhould have believed his Word, 
box] and not have pur at ibupon the all+{ecingnels of 


vt. 243. And now 'to ſhew you fomerhungof rhe 
uly aivantages that T alſo have gained'by this remp+ 
I tation. And firſt, by rtms 1 was' made conmnus 
KeF ally to poſſeſs in my'Soul a very wondetful ſenſe 
telFboth of the:being and glory of God; and of his 
beloved Son : 'in the temptation thar- "went hes 
(adÞfore, my foul was perplexcd- with - thhbelief, 
ordÞbtaſpherny, hardneſs of hearr; queſtions about 
hisÞ/the''being of God; Chriſt; -the' Ttucht of 
(Word and certainty of the World to come : 
fay, then I was greatly aſſaulted, and-rorment- 
ret wich Atcheifm, but now the caſe was othere+ 
chiFwiſe, now was God ' and Chriſt continually be» 
Fu on F 2 fore 
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f:remy face, though nor in a way of comforr, 
birin a way of exceeding dread 'and terror, | 
The-glory of the holineſs of God did at this time | at 
-br-ak me to pieces, and the bowels and com- | to 
paiſion of Chrift did break me as on the Wheel; I n4 
or I' could not confider him bur as a loft and 
rejected Chriſt, the remembrance of. which, | be 
was as the continual breaking of.my bones, wt 
245. The Scriptures alſo were  worderful | 9 
things unto me ; '£ ſaw that the rruth and yeriry | $1 
of them, were the- Keys”of the Kingdom . of | as 
** Heaven; thoſe that the: Scriptures favour, they [| | 
maſtinherir bl ; bur theb that they oppoſe [Tt 
and:condemn, muſt periſh for evermore:: O rhis } un 
word, Fer the Scriptures cannot be broken, would | 
- rendthe Caul of my heart ? and fo would thax 
other, » boſe ſins ye remit, they are remitted ; bat 
i{boſt fas yoretain, they are retained : Now I ſaw 
the Apotiiles robe rhe ' Elders. of the City of Re» [Þ 
fuge, / Zoſp.2c- 4- thoſe” thar they were to re- |? 
cc1ve in;: were received ro! Life ; bur thoſe that 
they ſhut out, were to be ſlain by the avenger 
of blood. . | 
"247. Oh.} one ſentence of the Scripture did 
more:affit and terrifie my mmd, I mean thoſe 
_—_ ſtood againſt Hs ſomepmes 
I:rchoughr they every one did) more, 4 ſay, [* 
chan au Army of forty choafend men hap night 
have come againſt -me. Wo be: to hin againſt [* 
xhonthe Scriptures bend themſelves, - 4 
* _ 248; Bythis remptation Twas made to (ee 
” more unzotche Narore of the Promiſes, than e- 
ver I was beſore : for Ilving now trembling un- 
der the mighry hand of ' God, : continually tori |; 
and.renr by the thundering” of hts Juſtice ; this 
© made me with careful} heart, and watchſul eye 
| with I 
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r. | with great fearfulne(ſs, to turn over every leaf, 
16 | and with mucin diligence m1xt with trembling, 
n= | to conſider every (=nrence, . rogether with 1's 
{z | natural force and lattude, 
id I*:- 249. By this tempration alfo, -I was greatly 
h, | holden off my former focliſh practice, of pur- 
ung by che Word of Promiſe when it came 1nto- 
ul | my mind : for ro, though. .1 could not ſuck; 
ty | that comfort and (weerneſs from; rhe Promiſe, 
of | as I had done at orherumes, ;yer;- like roa man 
ey | ſinking; I ſhould careh- ar alkJiſaw + fogmerly - 
fe [1 thought I might nor- meddle wy h che Pram ſes 
is Junlefs I felt irs comfort ; but now 'twasnefimet 
id | thus to do, the avenger of blood toohardly.chds 
af purſue:me. > T1 
at | .- 250, Now therefore I was: glad /toicatghy at* 
w [#4 word, which. yer 1 feared,..I-hadpogr 
&« | nie mr andeyen to leap inro the bo« 
fom'ot that promiſe, char yer-I fear'd did hue: 

ar 186 heart againſt me, Now alſo 1 ſhould labour ro 
er [ke the Word as God hath laid it down, with-- 
_ Jaut reſtraining the narvral force of one ({yllable 
id Jthercof:: O what did I now (ee; 1n:that bleſied 
le fxth of John, 4nd him that comes: tome, 1 will 
es (49.10 wiſe caſt put { Fohn, 4. 3s. Now I began 
ww, [9 conſider with my {clf, that God had a bug- 
he J8er-mMouth to-ſpeak with, than Thad a hearc ra = 
aft {@pncetve with ;,.F thought alſo with--my.{elf, 

© Ithat he ſpake not his words in halte,. or in an” 
;Jinadviſed hear, butwith infinice Wiſdom and 
Judgment, and in very truth and faithfulneſs, 
$2543 28. p 
4 251. 1 ſhould jn thefe dayes, ofren in my 
big Igcateſt agonies, even tiounce towards the Pro- 
miſe, (as rhe Horſes do towards. ſound ground, 
that yer {lick in the mire) concluding, (though 

: F 3 wt 
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as one almoſt bereft of his wits through fear) on 
this 7 will reſt and ſtay, and leave the fufilling 
of 1t:'ro the God of Heaven that made ir. O / 
many a pull hath my heart had with Satan, for 
that bleiied 5th of John : I did not now, as at 
ocher. times, look principally for comfort, 
(though, O how welcome would it have been 
unto me! ) Bur now a word, a word to lean a 
weary ſoul upon, that T might not fink for ever : 
"(was that I hunted for. 

252, Yea, often when I have been making 
tothe Promiſe, 1 have ſeenas if the Lord would 
refaſe my (ou! for ever ; I was often as if I had 
run upon the Pikes, and as if the Lord had 
thruſt ar me, to keep me from him, as with a 
flaming ſword. Then 1 ſhould think of Z/ther, 
who wantto petition 'the' King contrary to the 
S_ - 16, I thovght alſo of Bexbadad's 
Serva who went with Ropes 'upon "their 
Heads to their Enemies for mercy, 1 King. 20» 
31, '&c. The Woman of Canaan alſo, thar 
would nor be daunted, rhough called Dog by" 
Chriſt, Zat. 15. 22, &c. and the man that 
went to borrow bread at midnight, Lube 1. 5, 6, 
7, 8, &c. were great encouragements umo 
me. 

253. Inever ſaw thoſe heights and depths 1n 
Grace, and Love, and Mercy, as 1 ſaw after 
this rempration: great fins do draw out great 
race 3 and where guilt 1s moſt terrible and 
Renee! there the mercy of Godin Chriſt, when 
ſhewed to the Soul, appears moſt high and 


mighty : When 7ob had paſſed through his 


captivity, be had twice as much as be bad before, 


Job. 42. 10, Bleſſed ' be God for Jeſus Chriſt | 


our Lord, Many other things 1 might here make 
£ oo{ervation | 
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M1 | obſervation of, but 1 would be brief, and there - 
18! | fore ſhall ar this rime omir them, and do pray 
7 |] God that my harms may maze others fear to 
vr | offend, leſt they alfo be made to bear the jron 

at | yoke as I did. | 

't | I had two or three times, at or about my de-- 
en | liverance from this cempration, ſuch ſtrange ap- 
4 | prehenfions of the Grace of God, thar F could 

r * | hardly bearup under it ; it was ſo ovit of mea- 
ſure amazing, when I thought it could reach 
ng | me, that I do think, 1f chat ſenſe of tr had abode 
It | Jorg upon me, 1t would haye made me uncapa- 
ad | ble for buſineſs, | 

ad | 254. Now [ ſhall go forward to give you a 
14 [relation of orher of the Lords dealings with me, 

rr, | ar ſundry other ſeaſons, and of the temprations 
he [Prhen did meer withal. T ſhall begia with what T 
'#| met with when I firſt did joyn*in fellowſhip 
Ir | with the People of God in Betford. After I hat 
0» | propounded tro the Church, that my defire'was 
av | ro walk in the Order- and Ordinances of Chriſt 
by] with chem,an@ was alſo admitred by them: while 

at} rhought of that bleſſed Ordinance of -Chriſt, 

6, | which was his laſt Supper with his Diſciples be- 
to'| fore his dearh, that Scripture, Do this in ripiem- 

| brance of me, Luke 22. 19. was made a very pre- 
mm} cious word unro me 3 for by it the 'Lord did .. 
er | come down upon my Conſctence_ with che difs: 
eat | covery of his death for my fins, and as I che 
nd | fe't, did as jf he plunged me in the vertue of 
en} the ſame. But, behold, I had not been long a 
nd Þ partaker at that Ordinance, bur ſuch fierce and 
Nis Þ fad remprations did atrend me ar all rimes there- 
T4, 10, both to blaſpheme the Ordinance, and io 
1tÞ wiſh ſome deadly thing ro thoſe that then gid' 
eatthercof : that leſt T ſhould at any time he 


F..4. guilty 
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ghilcy Of conſenring to theſe wicked and fearful | ar 
thoughts, I was forced to bend my (elf, all the Þ at 
while, to pray to God to keep- me from ſuch | dc 
blaſphemies : and alſo to cry to- God to. bleſs | m 
the Bread and Cup to them, as. 1t went from | go 
mouth to mouth. The reaſon of this eemptation | an 
I have thought ſince, was, , becauſe 1 did not [th 
with that reverence as became me at firſt, ap- | of 
proach to partake.thereof, 
- 255, Thus I continued for three quarters of | m 
a Year, and covld never have reſt nor eaſe; | w; 
but at laſt the Lord came. in. upon my ſoul with Þ wi 
that fame Scripture, by which my foul was vi- Jen 
fired before : and after that, I have been uſu- Jof 
E; ally very well and comfortable 1n the partaking” [no 
- of that bleſſed Ordinance, and have, I truſt, Jhe 

therein diſcerned the Lords Body as broken for Ix; 
- my ſins, and that his precious Blood hath been fp! 
- ſhed for my tranſgreſſions.  - Iva 
256, Upon a time I was ſomewhart inclining [m 

to a Conſumption, wherewith about the Spring, tho 

* I was ſuddenly and violently ſeized; with much. [6+ 
weakneſs in my outward man 3 infomuch thar! Iſs 
I chought 1could not live. Now began Ta freſh: Jon 
to give my ſelfup toa ſerious examination after Þ 
+ my. ſtate and condition for the future, and of fro 
my.evidences fog that bleſſed Worle to come, ' fthj 
® For.ir. bath 3 I. bleſs the Name of God, been fithy 
my uſya] courſe, as alwaycs, ſo eſpecially 1n the Fths 
» day of affiition, to endeavour tro keep my. far 
© intereſt in Life to come, clear before mine » [pn 
CY » : | ' Ihe: 
\_ 25%, ButI.had, no ſooner began to recall to; fya 
| Be -my.. former experience, of the goodneſs” Yun 
zof God to my ſoul, burthere came flecking into fly 
wy mind, an, innumerable' company of my ling 
| and "wa: 


1:4 


» "3. 


. 
G 


fo the c/ ref. of S114er s, T6 
ul } and tranſgreffions, amongſt which theſe were 
e | at thisrime moſt romy affliction, namely my 
h | deadne(s, dulneſs, and coldnef(s in holy Durics, 
{is | my wandrings of heart, my wearzſomnefs 1n all 
m | good things, my want of love ro God, his wayes 
n {| and People, with this at- the end of all, Are 
ot {theſe the fruirs of Chriftianity 7 418 theſe the tabens 
P= | of a blejjed man ? 
253. At the apprehenſion of theſe things, 
of {my ſickneſs was doubled upon me, for now 
3 {was { fick in my inward man, my foul was ciog'd 
It I wich guilez novalſo was afl my former experi- 
1- Fence of God's goodnefs ro- me, quire taken our 
1- Jof my mind and hid as if they h1d never been, 
8g. {nor icen : Now was my foul greatly pinched 
t, Ibetween theſe two confideritions - Live I muſt 
Yr Inc:, Diz 1 dare not : Now 1 (ink and fellin my 
NM ſpirir, -nd Was giving up all_for loit; but as I © 
was walking up and down in the hov(e as.a mar 
8g Ima moſt wotul ſtate, that Word o-God rook 
py thold of my hearr, Ye are jutsfied ſrerlys by bis 
h-$6-ace, throug7 the redemption that u tn ChyFit Jt- 
ar\ Fs, Rom.3. 24. But ol whar a turf! it made up- 
(h- Jon me ! - 
'r | 259. Now was I as one awakedortof ſome  - 
of Ftrouvleſome fleep and dream, 'and liſtning co - * 
ey this Heavenly S-nrencc, 1 was 2s If I heardig : 
A fthus expounded ro me ; Sinner, this thinkeſ? * 
ie Fthat!eiunſe of thy fins ana infirmitzes, 1 cannas , 
'y. fer? thy foul; bat behold, my Son is by me " þ 
ie » Jon bim I look, and not on th:t, aud unite 
' Utbee qccording 1 id nil 77% ; AV OUS» 
0. Fas greatly lightned 1n' my Mit 12.08 ND 
{s- by 4 Randthat God couldJus | e aSimter ab ». 
01 Iby time, /it- was [bat his” oking atito lore! 
5/Jand i:npuring of his betefifs tous andthe 
4 "Jyas forthwith dom. © ils 
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290. And as I was thus in a muſe, that Scripy | 


twre alſo came with great power upon mv Spr 
rit, Not by works of right eouſneſs that we have dong, 
but according to his mercy he bath ſaved us, &c. 
2 Tim. 't. 6. Tit. 3.'s. Now was T'goton high, 
I faw my («If within the Arms of Grace and Mer- 
cy, and chough I was before afraid to think of 
a dying . hour, yet now I cryed, Let me dit: 
now Death was lovely and beauriful in my fight, 
for 1faw we [hall ntviy live indeed till we be got 
tothe other ror{d, O, methought this life 1s but 
allumber, m compariſon of that above : ar this 
tme alſo I ſaw more in' thoſe words, Hers 6 
Gol, (Rom# 8. 17.) then ever I ſhall be able ro 


expreſs while T live in this World ; Heirs of 


'Go#7 Ged himfelfis the portion of the Saints, 
'This'Tſaw and wondercd at, but cannot tell you 
what] ſaw. '” bg 


"264. *zaſn, as 1 was at another time "y 
-- Wand weak, all that time alſo the Temprer di 


beſet me ſtrongly , (for I find he is much for 
allaulutp the Soul, when it begins to approach 


towards the'Grave, then is his opportunity) la-þ 


bouring to hide from me my former experience 
of Gods goodneſs : Alſo ſerting before me the 
rerfours of Death, and the Judgment of God ;, 


Infomuch, that at this time, through my fear 
of miſcarrying for evet (ſhould I now die) I} 


a$as one dead before Death came, and was 


«tall he with thee ex then doft |1ave this rorlds 
| Thi 


oo” ET EL” RX 


fIhadfelty elf already, deſcending into-Þf 
ShePit ;methought, 1 faid chere was no way I 
"Dutt to Hell [naust; but behold, juſt as Ih *S 

in themidst of thogetecars, theſe words of the Bb" 


Angels carrying Lazar into 'Abyahams boſom, 3 
darted in uporrme,. as who ſhould ſay, So it'Þf 


by. pf Heaven were ſet with my .views while © : 
was {yas on this ſudden thus overtaken with fur-/ 
"l rize; Wife, ſaid 1, 18 thereeverſuch a Scrip» 
-m._ [ure, 1 mu} go 20: Feſies ? ſhe ſaid ſhecould nor-4- 
-» i013 therefore I fat muſing till ro-ſee if Tconld&- 
14, {emember ſuch a place 3. I had not ſar above twor TY; 


Lbs 
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This did ſweetly revive my ſpirit, and help mz 
to hope in God; which when I had with com- 
forr muſed on a while, that word fell with great 
weight npon- my mind, 0 Death, where 45 thy 
ſting ? O Grave, where us_thy vittory ? I Cor. 
Ts. 8s. Atthis I became both well in body and 
mind at once, for my ſickneſs did preſently va- 
niſh, and IT walked comfortably in my Work 
for God again. 

262. At another time, though, juſt before, 
I was pretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, yet 


tuddenly there fe'l. upon me a great cloud of 


darkneſs, which did fo hide from me the things 
of God and Chriſt, that T was as if I had never 
lecn or known them in my life : I wasallo'ſo 
over-run in my Soul with a ſenſleſs-heartleſ(s- 
frame-of-\pirit, that I could not feel my ſoul co: 
move or ſtir after Grace and Life by Chriſt; I 
was as 1f my loyns were broken, or as if m 
hands and feet had been tryed or bound wit 
Chains Arthis rime alſo T felt ſome weakneſs 
to ſeize upon my outward man, which made 
ſill che other affii&ion- the more heavy and.un- 
comfortable tome. 

' 263. Afﬀeer I had been in this condition fome 
ree or four dayes, as Þ was fitting by che fire, 
Tiuddenly felt this Word to ſound 1n;my heart, 


I muſt goto Feſus 5, at this my. former darkneſs: / 
and Atheifin fled away, and the bhlefied rhings 


ed 


Ar 


three minutes, but that came boking inupan 37% 


= 
—wweStSC>- oo ett oem 


4 
nw or 


oe - — 


Fo 


* "wr. having mercy 0n.me.. 


E/7 ACE abound 71; g 


me, An1 to an innumerable company of Angels; 
and withal, Hebrews the twelfth, about the Mount 
Sion was {ct before mine eyes,. Heb. 12, 22, 23, 
I» ; 

254. Then with joy I told my Wile, 0 now 
I know, 1 know !. but, that night was a_ good 
night to. me, 1 never had hut few better 3. I long- 
ed for the company of ſome of God's People, 
tha: I might have imparred unto them what 
Go-! had thewed, me : Chriſt. was a. precious 
Eh:ciſt ro my Soul that. night, I couldfearce ie 
Hi my Bed. for. joy, and. peace,. and triumph, 
rhorow Chriſt; this, great glory d1d not contt- 


nre upon, me until morning, yer the twelfth of 


the Author ro the Hebrews, Heb. 12. 21,.22, 23 
was a blei.cd Scripture ro me ſor many dayes to- 
gether after this, * 

2658. The Words are theſe, You are come to. Mount 


 » Szon, to the City, of the lizing God, to the Hea- 


venly Firuſalem, and to an innumerable company 
if Angels, to the general . Aſſembly and Churclheof 
2be firit-bors which ar? written in Heavzn, to God 
tbe Judge of all; and to th: ſpirits of jult min 
mad; perfett, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the New 
New Teſtament, and t9-the blond of ſprink/ing, that 


{d ſpeabeth be'ter things than that. of Abel. Thorow 
this bleſſed Sentence, the Lord led me overandF 


aver; firſt'to his Word,. and then to that, and 


s ſhewed me wonderfal glory in every one of them. 
Theſe words alſo have ofr, ſince this time been Þ 
ear refreſhment 10; my. Spirit, Bleſied be God Þ 


4 iff. 


holineſs of life, as.they conceived, 


* them did go into the. Country to. teach, t 
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Abrief account of the Authors Call to the york 
of the Miniſtry. . 


266, Nd nowT am ſpeaking my Expert- 
ence, I will in this place thruſt in 
a word or rwo concerning my Preaching the 
Word, and of God's dealing with me in that 
particular alſo. : For after I hid been about five 
or fix years awakened, and helped wy ſelf to 
fre both the want and worth of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and alſo inabled to venture my foul upon 
him : ſome of the moſt able among rhe Saint's 
with vs, I ſay, the moſt able for Judgment, and 
'Uid perceive 
thar God had counted me worthy ro utiderſtand 
ſomething of his Will in his holy and bleſicd 
Word, and had given me utterance in ſome - 
meaſure to expreſs what I ſaw, te- others for 
edification 3 rhereſfore they defired me, and 
that with much earneſtneſs, that I would be 
Filing ar ſometimes. to take in hand, 1h one of 
re Meetings, to ſpcak a word of Exhortation 
unto them. | | | 
257. The which, though. at the farft 1rdid 
much daſh and abaſh my ſpirir, yer beingitill 
by them deſired and intreared, TI conſented to 
ther requeſt, and did rwiee at two ſeveral 


: Aſſemblies, (Ht in private). though with 


much weakneſs and infirmity, diſcever my Gift 


. amongſt them : at which they nor only ſgemed +. 
| tobe, but did ſolemnly proteſt, as m rhe ſight 
- of the great God, they were .bdth afteUHed and 


comforted, and gave thanks. to the Farther af 
Mercies for the grace beſtowed on me, B66 
268. After this, fometimes when ſore 
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would alſo that Iſhould go with them 5 where 
though as yer I did not, nor durſt nor, mak 
uſe of my Gift in an open way, yet more pri 
vately ſtill, as I came amongſt the good People They 
in thoſe places, I- did ſomerimes ſpeak a wordl,,,'< 
of admonition unto them alſo; rhe which they; 
as the other, recezyyed with rejoycing ar the 
mercy of God to mE-ward, protciling rhetr ſouls} 1, 
were edified thereby. 

269. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, be- 
mg ſtill defired by the Church,, after ſome ſo- 
| Tenn Prayer to the Lord, wirh faſting, 1 was 
more. particularly called forth, and appointed}Þ- ©; 
>. ro a more ordinary and publick Preaching the | 
E Word, fiot only to- and amongſt chem that be-}; 
+ tiered, bur alſo ro offer the Goſpel to thoſe 
E that had not yet received the Faith thereof: 
> Abont which time '1 d14 evidently find in my Kai 
* minda ſccrer pricking forwzr:1 thereto : though, 
T bleſs Gd, not for defire of vain glory, for at 

ar:rime 1.-was moſt forely afflited with the 

ery darts of rhe Devil, concerning. my eternal. Þ;11 
ſtate... 

270. But yet could not be content, unleſs l 
was found "1m the exerciſe of my Gift, unto! 
which atfo T was greatly animated, not only by 
the continual defires of the Godly, bur alſo by |, 
that faying of Paul to the” Corinthians, 1 beſeecy |* 
you, Brethren ('y2 brow the houſhold of Srephanus 
"That it is the firſt fruits of Achala, and that they. | @, 
+ bave. additted themſelves to the Miniiiry of the 
$ Saints) that you ſubmit you ſelves unto ſuch, and; 
wo exery one that beljeth with us, ani laboureth, | 
Fx. Cor. 15.1515, 41 
FX 271. By this TextTI was made to (ee that the 
Ghoſt n. ver intended that men who have? 
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[Gifts and abilities, ſhould bury them 1n the 
THearth, but rather did command and ſtir up ſuch 
ike to the exerciſe of their Gifr, and allo did com- 
Tymend thoſe that were apt and ready (o to do, 
ple They have addifled themſelves to the miniflery of 
ralth: Saints : This Scripture in theſe dayes did - 
Hcontineally run in my mind. to incourage me, 
hel and ſtrengthen me in this my work for God ; 
ul} have becn alſo incouraged from ſeveral other 
[Scriptures and : examples of the Godly, both 
ſp: cified in the Word, and other ancient Hiſto- 
* pies, Adts 8, 4. & 18.' 24, 25, Oc, 1 Pet. 4s 
y 10. Rom. 12,6, Fox Acts & Mons 
d * $752, Wherefore, though of my. ſelf, of all 
þthe Saints the moſt unworthy, Fort 16 with 
© [great fear and trembling: at the Hght afmy owl © 
- weakneſs, did es. fs work, 2 un " 
"| cording to my Gift, and rhe TOs Ton © 
y Faith, Preach that bleſied Gol el thar' God hid 
! I ſhewed me in the Ho:y Word of Truth :: Which 
t] when the Country underſtood, they came in.io- 
© Fhear the Word by hundreds, and that from 
is all parts, though upon ſundyy and divers ac- 
counts. * BN ONTO 00 
273. And I thank God, . he "gave unto me 
ſome meaſute of bowels and pitry for their ſouls, 
which alſo did pur me forward to, labour with 
great diligence and earneſtnels to find out ſuch: ;; 
a Word as might, 1f God would bleſs, lay hold: 7 
of, and awaken the confciente 3.1m whichalfo 
the good Lord had reſpe& to the defre of his 
Servant: for Thad nor preached Jong, "befor -# 
ome began to be rouched and*to be roy '2 
Fafflicted in their minds ar the ippitheatond 4 
Fthe greatneſs of cheir fin, and.of their needof” 
Þ& IEſus Qirift, 
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274+, Bat 


- ledge of :Jeſus' Chriſt? rcjoycing thar ever God 


” in his Work ſuch a. fooliſh one as I ;, and then 
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274+ But I at firſt could not believe that God ! 
ſhould ſpeak by me to the heart of any manjKgY 
ſtill counting my ſclf unworthy, yer thoſe whe T 
thus were touched, would love m2 and have & G 
peculiar-reſpe& for me ;, and though I did puripld 
it from me, that they ſhould be awakened by&&c: 
me, ſtill they would confeſs it, and affirm | 
before the Saints of God ; they would alſo bleſfgfav 
God for me (unworthy Wretch that I am /JÞy © 
and countre God's Inſtrument that ſheived ro 
them the Way of- Salvation, L 
275. Wherefore fecing them in both theio{io 
. words and decdvto {o- conſtant, and alſo in 
their hearts ſacarndffly prefling after the know 


did Knd-the+ where they were : then I began 
to.conclnde 1E-mighrt be to, that God had owned 


came that Word bf God ro -my heart with much} 
{weer refreſhment, .The bleſſing of them that were P 
ready to peri,h is come upon me 5 yea, I caaſed the 
wide ws bravt to fing for jor, Job. 25. 13, 

276, Ar this therefore 1. rejoyced, yea, the'P' 
rears of thoſe” whom God 'did awaken by my Þ 
I reaching, would 'be | borh foiace -and  encou-) 
rigement to me; for I thoughr on thoſe Say 
_ togs, #bo:z be'that mabeth. me glad, but' the ſame FP 
that is made ſorry by me ? 2 Cor. 2. 2. Anda- 
gain, Though-1 be wot 2 Apoiile to others, yt Þ 
doub8lefs Tamuntoyos, for the Sea! of my Apoſtles 
ſhip are ye in the Lordj1 Cor. 6. 2. Theſe tliings* 
therefore were/as another Argument unto m6" 
this Work.” - 
277. In my preaching of the word, Irook 
> ſpecial notice of this” one ching, namely T my 
| the 


me” to, and ſtood by me in Þ 
LW. ' ' 
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Lord did lead me to begin where his Word 
Segins with ſinners, that 15, to condemwall 
fleſh, and co open and alledge that the curſe 
« God by the Law doth belong to, and.lay 
old on all men as they come. into the World, 
raule of fin. Now this part of- my Work I 
filled with great ſenſe, for the terrors. ofthe 
law, and guilt for my tranſgreſſions, lay hea- 
on my Conſcience, I preached; whar I felr, 
t I ſmartingly did feel, evenithar- under 
Shich my poor ſoul did groan and tremble ro 


icStoniſhment; | 
in 278. Indeed I have been as one ſenc: to them 


>m-the dead: I weng my: (elf.i0 chains ro 
Sreach to them in Chains, and carried that fire 
my own Conſcience, that, I. perſwaded them 


> beware of. I can truly ſay;-and thatwichour:  «_/ 


1 iſſembling, that when 1 have- been $0 preach, 


-h Fhave gone full of guile and'terrayut even tothe 
re Pulpir-door, and there it -hath beentakenoff, 
ad I have been at liberty- in -my/mind until I: 
vedone my VVork ; and then unmediately, 
n before I could ger down the Pulpic-ſtairs, 
mo been as bad as 1 was before, YerGod 
arrzed me on, but bay with .@-ſtror 


neither Guilt nos Hell could rake me'a ;my 
275+ Thus I-went for the _ of rg: = 


Tying our againſt mens. fins, gh, het 
ate becaulc of them. After w 


in -vpon my. own ſoul wit} 
ce and comfort; thorow. Chriſt -orte 7 
Ive me many. ſweet diſcoveries ; el 
race thorow him PAY . Ofc ,nO\ 
{my preaching, (for ſt] | peta 

ard felt) -now therefore. I did 


x 
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to hold forth Jeſus Chriſt in all his Offices, R 
lations and Benefics unto the V Vorld, and did 
five alſo to diſcover, ro condemn and remove 
thoſe falſe ſupports and props on which t 
VVorld doth both lean, and by them' fall and 
periſh. On theſe things alſo I ſtaid as long as e 

the other. | 

- 280, Afﬀerthis; God led me into ſomething 
of the myſtery of union with Chriſt ; where! 
fore. that I difcovered and ſhewed to them alſolf 
And when I had travelled thorow theſe: three 
chief points of the VVord of God, abour the 
(pace of five. years or more ; I was caught ind 
my preſent practice, and caft into [rifon, whe 
Fhave lain above as long again to confirmthe 
Truth by way' of ſuffering, as I was before 1 

ret ofar; according to the Scriptures, 1 
away of 


Preaching. Was 
,© a81, 'VVhert;]-'have been in Preaching, tif 
thank God; my hearr hath often, all the rimeFer 
of this and the 'other exerciſe, wh great ear-Þ, 2 
Ry to God thar he would make there 


VVordeffettual to the ſalyation of the Soul yÞid 
ſtill being prieved leſt the Enemy ſhould rakeÞ6ed 
the VVord away from the Conſcience, and (our 
it ſhould become unfruitful' : V Vherefore Tov 
= ſhould labour fo to ſpeak the VVord, as that" 
© thereby (if ir were poſſible) the fin and perſon ÞÞr 
© guilty might be decderi_cd by it. 1c 
' - 282. Alſo when I have done the Exerciſe, wif 
hath moe to- my heart to think the Word ſhould, * 
now fall-as'Rain on ſtony places ; ſti}] wiſhingÞ® 
from my heart, '© that rhey who have heard me 

= - twrrre- 3. 2did but ſee as I do, what Si 

, Dearh{:Helt, and the Curſe of God, 1s : and all 

&  Whatche Grace, *and Love,” and Mercy of'Gdi 


E | 


to the chief of Sinners. 3 5 


thorow Chriſt, . to men in ſuch a caſe as they 
, Whoare yet eſtranged from .him ; and in- 
Sed, I did often fay in my heart before the 
wrd, That if to be hanged up preſently beſore their 
Wes, would be a means to awaken them, and con« 
m them in the Truth, 1 gladly ſkould be content= 


283. Forl have been-in my Preaching, eſpe« 
ally when I have bcen engaged in the Dot» 
ze of Life 'by Chriſt, without. VVorks, as if 
&« Angel of God had ſtood by at my back to en- 
$ourape me: O, it hath. been with ſuch power 
nd heavenly evidence upon my own- Soul, 
eÞhile I have been labouring to unfold it, ro de+ 
Sonſtrate it, and to:faſten it upon-the-Canſcly ©, 
 infſnce of others, that I could nor. be contemes _ 
which ſaying, 1 believe and anc fare: 5 mabaert-- 
Was more than ſure (it whe lay 
If) that thoſe things wilels 
ere true. | "DR 
ar-#. 284. V Vhen I went firſt to Preachrhe word ' 
hefroad, the DoQors and Prieſts of the Country 
1 ;$1d open wide againſt me ; but: 4'was periwa- 
keſged of this, not to render. rayling 0p ragueg, 
{@Þut co ſee how many of their-.carnal Profeſiors 1 


 TKould convince of their miſerable. ſtate by the 
Faw, and of the want and-worth of Chrilt3 
onflor, thought 1, This Joalt anſwer for me intime 
| 


W come, when they ſhall be for my hire befary they 
wece,* Gen. 30. 33. | WH! .7 
14Þ 285-* I never. cared to meddle, with things 
War were controverted, and in diſpure,amGngt 
expe Saincs, eſpecially rhings of they b 

miſe 4; yet it pleated me ior co1 

{aear-earneſtneſs for. the Word+: of Faith, , and 

te Remiſſion of Sins by the Death andSuffer- - 
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ings of Jeſus : bur I fay, as to other things, 
ſhould ler them alone, becauſe I ſaw they e 
gendered ſtrife, and becauſe that they nexhg; 
1m doing, nor in-leaying undone, did commen 
ns ro God to be his : Befides, I ſaw my VVe 
before me did run in- another Channel, even, 
carry oaing E Yor ; to thar therefe 
did Shs ig: +> adhere. 
never -endeayvoured to, nor dur, 
make yuſe of other mens lines, Rom. 1 5. 18% *7 
(on I condemn not all that do) for I verilge4, 
and' found by experience, that wh 
was ev phe me: by the VVord and 'Spirit off. 
hg Gould be ſpoken, maintained and ſtood 
bythe ſoundeft and beſt eſtabliſhed Conſcig 
ence! and though twill not now ſpeak. all tha... 
, "In this matter Þ hal Experience aat ; 
_more inrereſt 1n thar Text of Scriprure, 'Gal 
+ "i. *12.' then many amongſt men are as 


Ware. : 
"287; Tfany of choſe who were awakened by. : 
my Miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as ſome. 
rimes t60many did) I can truly ſay their lol 
hath been more to -me; rhen' if onz of my on 
Children, begotren of "my body, had beeng 
* - Ing eb it Grave 5 I think verily I [ may ſpeak 
- mithout aay ofterice ro rhe Lord, notiing hatlif 
» - gone fo near me- as thar, \unleſs 'ir was the fcack, 
pf che loſs of the 'Falvatiou 'of my own Sod] 
B- counted as if I had goodly buildings ad 
ps po thoſe; places where my Childrel 
(E058 err hath been wrapt up 
egFor work, chat l'6 b USs 
edand honoured © 308k: 
a made "me the Exper F 
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Chriſtian VVorld, or the Lord of all- the 
Mory of rhe Earth without it : O theſe words 7 
that converteth a ſinner from the error of his ways 
Wh ſave a Soul from death, Jam. $5. 20, The 
ut of the Righteous, is a Tree of Liſe; and be 
Wt winntth Souls, is wiſe, Prov. 11. 30s They 
Bet te miſe, ſhall ſhine as. the brightnes of the 
ni maneant; and they that turn many.19 Righteouſe 
ſs, as the Stars for ever and. tuer, Dan« 12. 3. 
pr what is our hope, 6 jay, .0r crowB-of reoycing? 
S not. en ye in the preſence. of our Lord Feſus 
3/8 at bis coming ? for, yt: are our glory and joy, 
Thel. 2. 19, 20, Theſe, 1, ſlay. with many o- 
rs of alike nature, have been great refreſh- 
nts to me. WES 3 
* 288. I have obſerved, that wkere Ihave 
Kid a V.Vork to do for God, I have had firſt as 
WS were-the going of God upon my ſpirit to-de- 
Þr 41 might preach there : have alſo obſcrved, 
'AYat fach and ſuch Souls in particular have, been 
rongly {et upon my _hearr, and I ſtirred ap.to 
Th for their Salvation, 3 and that theſe very 
uls have, after this,.been gwen . 1n as the frums 
Af my Miniſtry. 1 have. obſerved, thata VVord 

iſt in by the by, hath, done .more execuuon. in - 
exmon, . then all that: was, {ſpoken befhdes 
Imetimes alſo when I have thought I did-no 
* Wod, then 1 did moſt of all; apd.gr,orher times 
Shen. 1 thovght I ſhould: catch them, have 
"3Þ 289. I haye alfo obſerved that where there 
"Math been.a work to do upon Sinners, © 
ilhath begun to roar 1n.the heaxt [- 
ſhe mouths. of his Servants,.Xea,e nes 
Men the wicked V Vorld hath raged moſt, there 
Math been ſouls awakened- by. the TOR 

'Y cou 
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could inſtance parriculars, but T forbear. 

" 250. My grear defire in my fulfilling my 
niſtry, was, to ger into the darkeſt placesy 
the Countrey, even amongſt thoſe People th 
were furtheſt off of Profeſſion ; yet no: becan 
Tcould nor endure the Lighr, (for I feared nf 
toſhew — #volay to Ph, bur becauſe 1 founſhÞ 
my piece did lean moſt after awakening and cor 
'vernng-VVork, and the VVord that I carrief®** 
did lean ir ſelf moſt thar way alſo ; Tea, ſo havf** 
1 firived to preath the" Goſpel, not where Chriſt wal 
named, left 1 (houtd build: upon another mans four» * 
aation, Rom. 15. 20. | 4b 

291. Inmy preaching, I have really been i'® 
ain, and have, as it were, travelled to brin?<* 
forth Children to God, neither conld I be (F<! 
tisfied, unleſs ſome fruns did appear in mf t 
VVotk: If I were fruitleſs, it mattered not wh? 
commended me ; bur-1f I were fruicful, I care 
not'who did condemn. I have thought of tha 
Lo, Chzldyen are an Aeritage of the Lord ; and't 
fruit of the Womb is his reward. As Arrows in th * 
hand of 2 mighty man ſo are Children of the Youth 
Happy is the man that hath filled his Quiver full 
them ; they (hall not be aſhamed, but they (hall 
ſprak with'the Enemies in the Gate, Pſalm. 127. 


*- 
292. Ir pleafed me nothing to fce peopii 
drink 1n Opinions, if they ſeemed 1gnorant'e# 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the worth of rheir own'falva 
rion, found conviction for fin, eſpecially -{ 
auhehef; and an heart fer on fire to be favedt 
Chrift, 'with ſtrong breathings afrer ' a rruly, 
ſanAifed Sont : that was ir that delighred me 
thoſe were the fouls I counted bleſſed. ' 

293. But in this YVork, as 1n all other, 


o 


z 
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ad my temptations arrending me, and that of © 
Alvers kinds : as ſometimes I ſhould be aſlaulr» q 
ee wich great diſcouragement therein, fearing 
Sar I ſhould not be able to ſpeak a word ar all 
@ cdification ; nay, that I ſhould not be able 
1 n&Þ{peak ſenſe unto the people z at whiah times 
ſhould have ſuch a ſtrange faintneſs and 
engrhlefneſs ſeize upon my body, that my legs 
Ave (carce been able to carry me tothe place of 
þaaxcrcile. 


fo ©. 294. Sometimes again, when I have been 
Sreaching, I have been violently affaulred with 
n j@ovghts of blaſphemy, and ſtrongly rempred to 
ri zeak the words with my mouth before the Con- 
« a <gation. I havealſoat ſome time even when 
have begun to ſpeak the Word with much 
learnefs, evidence, and liberty of ſpeech, yer 
Ween before the ending of that Opportunity, (o 
Slinded, and ſo eſtranged fromthe things I have 
en ſpeaking, and have alſo been ſo firairned 
| iny ſpeech, as ro utterance before-rhe people, 
[Mat 1 have been as if I had nor known or re- 
mbred what I have been about, 'or as if my 
| ar had been in a bag all the time of the 'Ex-> 
rciſe, | 
''Þ 295. Again, VVhen at ſometimes I have been 
bout to preach upon ſome ſmart and ſearching 
@ortion of the Y Vord, I have-found the Temp+ 
cr ſuggeſt, »hat! will you'preach this ? © this: con- 
mns your ſelf, of this your own. ſoul #: guilty 
herefore preach nat of. it at all; or if yaw do, yet 
minge.it, as to make way for your own ſcape + 
Moſt infltad of awakening others, you lay that guilt. 
| your: own ſoul, as you will never get from 


Waer, a 
255, Bur, 
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'- 296, But, I thank rhe Lord, I have been key 
from conſenting to rheſe (o horrid ſuggeſtion 
and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed my (al 
with all my mighc to condemn fin and tranſgref 
{;on where ever l found it, yea thovgh there's 
alſo I did bring guilt upon my own Conſcience 
Lit me dit, « aero I, with the Philiftin 
Judg. 16. 29, 30. rather than deal corrupt 
with the bleſſed VVord of God ; Thou th 
teacheft another, teache(t thou not thy ſelf? 1t 1s fl 
berter that ghou do judge thy ſelf, even þ 
preaching platnly wunto others, then that thou 
to fave thy ſelf, impriſon the Truth in unrightey ;, 
-" 12k Bleſſed be God for his help alſo 1 
this. | 
297. I have alſo, while found in this bleſlee 
V Vork of Chriſt, been often tempted to pridef; 
and lifrings up of heart ; and though I dare not 
ſay, I have not been infe&ed with this, yet tru. 
the Lord of his precious mercy, hath ſo car 
ried tit rowards me, that for the moſt part I haveſ 
had but ſmall joy to give way to ſuch a thing:Þ 
for it hath been my every-dayes portion to be let; 
into the evil of my own heart, and ti]l made roi 
ſuch a multitude of corruptions and infirmi-y, 
es therein, that it hath cauſed hanging-down 
Mehead under all my Gifts and Atrainments; 
I have felr this thorn in the fleſh (2 Cor.12.8 
9Yrhe very mercy of God to me. y 
- 298. TI have had alſo together with this, ſome 
notable place or other of rhe V Vord preſenree 
before me, which VVord hath contained in itÞþ 
foie ſharp and piercing ſentence coneerninpl 
the periſhing of the Soul, norwirhſtandinggilnh 
and parts 3 as for inſtance, that hath- bee ory 
great uſe unto me, Though I ſprak with 1: tonguelth 
R 0 o 7 
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on. of Men and Angels, and heave not charity, 1am 
"1 become as ſounding braſs, and a tinkling Cymbal, . 
UF x Cor. 12. I, 2. F 
re! 299. A tinkling Cymbal, 1s an Inſtrument of 
eB Mufick with which a skilful Player can make 
mach melodious and heart inflaming mufick, 
PUB that all who hear him play, can ſcarcely hold 
tha from dancing 3; and yet behold, the Cymbal 
SIMF-hach not life, neicher comes the muſick from it, 
 »F-but becauſe of the arr of him thafplayes there- 
1ug-with , ſo then rhe 1nſtrument M laſt may come 
hteF. to naught and periſh, though in times paſtſach 
0 1 mufick harh been made, upon 1t. 4 5P 

+ oo, Juſt chus, 1 ſaw, it was and will be 
ſedÞ with them who have Gifts, bur want ſaving- 
ride Grace ; they are in the hand of Chriſt, as the 
nog'Cymbal in the hand of Dguid 3 and as David 
ru}. could with the Cymbal ' that mirth 1tche 
car} ſeryice of God, as to elevate the hearts of the _ 
weEWorſhippers z ſo Chriſt canuſe cheſ@ gifted men 7 
ngF as with them to affe&t the Souls'of his People 
eltFin his Church ; yer when he hath done all, 
ey hang them by, as lifele(s, though ſounding Cyr» 
M-Pbals, | 
own ' i fore. £ 1 

301. This confideration therefore, together 

nt5:Þ;wich ſome others, were, for the- molt part," us 
2. 3a Maul on the head of Pride, and Teite of 
 Þrain-glory : What, thought 1, ſhall T be-proud 
oMetbecauſe I am a ſounding - Braſs? Ts jt ſo much 
ncealzo be 4 Fiddle ? Hath not the Teaſt Cyeature that 
in WEþath life, more of God in ic thatttheſe ? Be- 
nnEfides, 1knew *twas Love ſhould xnevtr die, bur 
81\Witheſe muſt ceaſe and vaniſh : So I concluded 
5 PBlierle Grace, a lict'e Love, a little of thetrue 
1g""Fear of God ts berter than all theſe Gifts ; Yea, 
"anc ten.” a , that woe 


S- ; 


» 


! 
. 


422 
-hle for Souls that can ſcarce give a 'man an an- 
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ſwer, but. with great confuſion as ro merhod, 
I ſay, 1t 1s poſlible for them to have a thouſand 
times more Grace. and fo to be more inthe 
love and favour of the Lord, tmnen tome who by 
vertue of the Giſt of Knowledge, can deliver 
themſelyes like Angels, 

302. Thus therefore I came to perceive that 
though gitrs 1n themielves were good, to the 
thing for which they arc deſigned, to wit, the 


-Edification of others, yer empty and without 


power to ſave the ſou] of him thar hath them, 
if they be alone : Neither are they, as ſo any 
ſign of a mans ſtate to be happy, being only a 
diſpenſation of God to ſome, cf whoſe improve- 
ment or non improvement they muſt when a 
little love more 1- over, give an account to him 
that 1s ready to judge the quick, and the dead, 

303. This ſhewed me too, that gifts being 


alone, were dangerous, not '1n themſelves, bur 
becauſe of thoſe evils thar atrend them that have 
. them, to wit, pride, defire of vain glory, ſelf 
.conceit. | &c. all which were eafily blown up 


at the applauſe, and commendation of every 


-unadviſed Chriſtian, ro the endangering of a 


poor Creature to fall into the condemnation of 
the Devil: 
04. I faw therefore that he that hath Gifts, 
need be ler into a ſight of the nature of 
them, co-wit, that they come ſhort of making 


> ofhimrobein a truly ſaved condition, leaſt he Þ 
© :-reſt ir-theri, and fo fall ſhort of the grace of 


| 208. Hethath alſo cauſe to walk humbly with Þ 
- God, and be little 1n his own eyes, and to re- 
- member with all, that his Gifrs are not his owny 


* 36 - 
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Vue the Churches, and that by them he 1s made 
a | ? ſervant ro the Church, and he muſt alſo grve 
wy at laſt an account of his Stewardſhip unto the 
he | Lord Jeſus, and to give a good account, will be 
" a bleſied thing / ; 

) 305. -Ler all men therefore prize a little with 
the fear of the Lord, (gifts indeed are defirable j 
bur yer great grace and (mall gifrs are better then 
he | great gilts and no grace. Ir doth not ſay, the 

Lord pives gifts and glory bur the Lord gives 


= grace and glory ! and bleſſcd is ſuch an one ; 
6 ro whom the Lord gives grace, true grace for 


ny | fhatis a certain forerunner of glory. 
" 307. But when Saran percetved that his thus 
rempring, and aſ{aulring of me, would not arſwer 


* his deſign; to wit, ro overthrow my —_— 
mn | 40d make it ineffectual as to the ends thereof : 
\4, | then he tryed an other way, which was to ſtir 
ne | *P the mindes of the 1gnorant, and malicious, 

me | Jead me with ſanders and reproaches z | n 

ve | therefore I may ſay, That what the. Devil coald 


If deviſe, and his inſtruments 1nvent, was Whir- 
+ led up and down the Conntrey againſt me, 
thinking as I (aid, that by that means they 7 
Tf ſhould make my miniſtry to-be abandoned. 
of 308. Ic began therefore ro he rumored up and * 
down among the People tizar I was a Witch, a 
Jeſuir, a High-way-man. and the like: 1 
of 329. Toall which, I ſhall only fay, God'knows 

ear 1 am innocent. But as for mine” accuſtrs, © 
ler them provide themſelves to meer me before ; 
* therribunal ofthe Son of God, there to an{(wer 

for all theſe rhings (with all the reſt of their inj- © 
uiries) unlefs God ſhall give them Repentance 

© for. them, for the which I pray with all my: 
+ heart, - hol 
BY G 2 310. But: 
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310. But that which was reported with the 
boldeſt confidence, was,that I had my Miſſes,my 
whores, my Baſiards, yea two wives at once, 
and the like. now theſe ſlanders (with the ©0- 
ther) I glory in, becauſe bur flanders, fooliſh, 
or knaviſh lies, and falſhoods caſt upon me by 
the devil and his ſeed, and ſhould I not be dealr 
with thus wickealy by the World, I ſhould want 
one fign ofa Saint and Child of God. Bleſſed 
are you (faid the Lord Jeſus) when men ſhall 
revile you and perſecute vou, and ſhall ſay all man- 
ner of ew4l of you falſly for my ſabe rejoyce and be ex- 
ceeding glad for great is your reward in Heaven: 
For ſo prrſtcuted they the Prophets which were before || 
Jou Mat. 4» In. n 

'- 311. Theſe things therefore upon mine own Þ © 
accqunt trouble me not, no, thovgh they were 
twenty times more then they are. I have a good | iN 

+ Conſcience, and whereas they ſpeak evil of me, | t! 
*  agsan evil doer, they ſhall be aſhamed that falſly JI tt 
*accuſe my good converſation in Chriſt, 'q, 

> 2, 212-Sp then,what ſhall I ay to thoſe that have || ol 
thus'beſpartered me ? ſhall I threaten them ? vw 
ſhall I chide them ? ſhall I flatter them, ſhall Þt} 
entreatrhem tro hold cheir tongues ? no, not] [th 
(were itnot for-that theſe things make them ripe | C 
for damnati-n that are the authors and abettors, Þ V 
I would fay unto them ; report zt ? becauſe *ewill | - 
increaſe my glory. th 
313. Therefore I bind theſe lies and ſanders to | Ct 
me 45 an'ornament, ic belongs ro my Chriſtian {ſo 
© -Profeſſhon, tobe villified, ſlandered, reproach- 
& .cd; and reviled ; and fince all this is nothing 
- «elſe as my God and my Conſcience doe bear me 
witneſs. .; I rejoyce 1n reproaches for Chriſts I” 


fake, M 
| 314.1 © 


im 4 A A 3A _ 0 ©, wood 


7 => 


—_— 
a ey, 


<< 


*FCompany alone I cannor away with, ſel 
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314 Tal calling all theſe fools,or knaves thar 
have thus made 1t any thing of their buſineſs to ' 
affirm any ofthe things aforenamed of-me, name- 
ly that I have been naught with-- other Women, -. 
or the like, when they have uſed to the utmoſt 
of their endeavours, and made the fulleſt en- 
quiry that they can to prove againſt me truly, 
that there 1s any woman 1n Heaven, or Earth, 
or Hell, that can ſay, that | have at any time, 
1) any place, by day or night, ſo much as at- 
termpred ro be naughr with them, and (peak I 
thus, ro beg mine enemies into a good eſteem of 
me? noe, nor I. I will in this beg-beliete of no 
man ; believe, or disbelicve me 1n this, all is a 
þ caſe to me, 

315. My Foes have miſt che:r mark in this their 
ſhooting at me. I'am-nor the man, I wiſh char 


they themſeſves be guikleſs, if all the Fornica- - > 


tors and Adulterers in England were hang?d by * 
the Neck till they be dead, 7obs Bunyan,. : 
obje& of their Envie, would be {t}Hl-alve:; 
welk F know not whether there . be fuch a 
thing as a woman breathing under the-Copes of 
the whole Heaven but - by' their appareL their 
Children, -or by common Fame: except my 
VVite. 

- 316. And in this I admire the VViſdom of G 
thathe made me ſhie of women- from my 
Convertion until now, Thoſe know. | andcan'al-". 2 
ſo bear me witrnefs, with whom 1 -have [I | 
moſt intimately concerned, that it B;. wy 
thing to ſee me carry ir pleaſant rowar 
map, the common Salutacion of women Iz 
"11s odious to me in whomſocver TI fee it. 


lo-much as touch a womans hand, -for. I we 
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theſe things are not ſo becoming me, when I 
have ſeen good men Salute thoſe women that 
they have viſited, or that have vifited chem, 1 
t1ave at times made my objection againſt ir, and 
when they have anſwered that 1t was bur a peice 
of Civilitie, I havc rold them it 1s not a comely 4 
tight, ſome indeed have urged the holy kiſs, but 
rien I have askcd whiy they made baulks, why ar 
they didfalute the moſt hanſom, and Jerthe ill Þ a} 
favoured: go , thus: how laudabe ſo ever ſuch | G 
things have been in the eyes of others, they have: | 10 
been unſeerly 10 my fight. tO 

317. And now for a wind up in this matter, I || bt 
calling, nor only men, but Angels ro prove me 'f Cl 
guilry of having carnally ro do with any woman | Y« 
lave.my wife, nor am I afraid to do it a ſecond ne 
time, knowing that it cannot offend the Lord in | 
 Huch a caſc, to call God for a Record upon my | 
Soul that in theſe things I am innocent, Nor that. | fc 
L have been thus kepr becauſe of any goodneſs A 
in me, more. then in afly other, but God has *| fc 
been merciful xo me and has kept me, to whom ol 
I pray that he will keep me ſtill, nor only from V 


this bur from every evil way and work, and bo 
F preſerve me to his Heavenly Kingdoin. Amen, | # 
” 


318;Now as Saran laboured by reproaches and | © 
by ro make me vile among my Country-. h 
"men; thar, if poſſible, my preaching might be P 
$ale of none <ffe, ſo there was added here to: © 
A and tedions impriſonment that thereby 
[mints ted from my Service for Chriſt, # " 
terrified, and made afraid co hear | " 
get of which I ſhall 1n the nex: place 
Fyoua bricf account. 
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to the chief of Siurers. 12: 


Avr jef Ac COHpt af the Authors Im 4 
preſonment. 


319. [Jv made profe fion of rhe glort- 
ous Goſpel of Chrift a long r1me, 

and preached the fame a5onr five years; I was 
apprehended at a Meeting of good Pe ople inthe” 
Countrey, (amongſt whom, had rhey ler me a- 
lone, I ſhould have preached char day, butthey 
took me away from 4mongit them) and had me” 
before a Juſtice ; who, after I had offered fe- 
curity for my appearing art the nexr Se{ſions, 
yer commitred me, becauſe my Sureries would | 
nor conſent to b= bound that I ſhould Preach no\ ft Si 
more to the peopie 

320. Ar the Seſfio1s after, '1 was indifted!#% 
for an Upholder and Maintainer ot} 
Aftembvlies and Convenricles, and for not £on y 
forming to the Narjone! Worſhip of che Chif al! 
of England; and after ſome conference he 
with rhe Juflices, they raking my plain « 
with them for a confeſſion, as they ternary 
the-in4iTment, did entire wit to perpitual oY Þ 
ment, becauſe Lveſy ſe 2d to Conſhrm: '$ beinga 
delivered up to the Goalers hands, F 4 aa 
home co Priſon, and there have Iain new 
plear rwelve years, warring to (ee Whi 
will ſafer theſe men ro 4o with me. | 

321. In which condiiioa 1 have contink 
with much content thorough Grace, hurl 
mee with many rurnings and goings upo 
h<arc, both from the Lord, Satan, and my 
corruption; ; by all whidlr (glory be be 
Elriſt) I have alfo received, alL.00R 5 
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Grace abounding 


& - things, much conviftion, inſtruion, and un- 
- derftanding, of which at large I ſhall nor here 
- diſcourſe ; onely, give you 1n a hint or two, a Fer. 
=. word that may fiir. up the-Godly to bleſs God, 2 
& and ro pray for me ; and allo totake encourage- and 
þ. ment, ſhould the caſe be their own, Not to fear Jurar 
 woat man can dounto them. DCE 
322. I never had in all my life ſo great an in- .ycſc 
letintothe Word of God as now : them Scrip- 
tures that I ſaw norhing in before, are made 1n 
| this place and ſtare ro ſhine upon me, Jeſus "Fer C 
& Chriſt alſo was never more real and apparent ſuffer 
= then now; here I have ſeen him and felt hin Je $ 
= indeed : © that word, /7e have not preached unto. Pl: 
* You cunning!y deviſed Fables, 2 Per. 1 16. and wji 
., that, God raiſed Chrift from tFe Dead, and gave Feat 
—&im Glory, that your Faith and Hope might be in. ' þ 
©God, x Pet. 1. 20. were bleſied words unto | 32 
\ mein this my impriſoned condition. con 
+ 323» Theſethree or four Scriprures alſo have Js v 
preat refreſhment, 1n this condition, to Þ be 
7 Zobz.14. 1,2, 2, 4, Job! 16. 33. Co!, fre 
$-.246 & Heb. 12-22, 23. 24+ So that ſomerimes, fcrip 
het have been in the ſavour of them, Thave þ wy 
Set able to laugh at deſtrution, and to fear ith 
ther che Horſe nor- bis Racer. 1 have had ſweer {to 
MY the torgiveneſs of my ſins1n this place, Jeoul 
atwy being with Jeſus in another World : Þned 
© Ale unt Sion, the Lfav nly Jeruſalem, the in- Wis £ 
We. 1mpany of Angels, *an4 God the Fudge rc, 
| and the Spirits of Ju min made perſetf, pes, | 
, 'kaye- been (weet unto me in this Þg, | 
: I have ſeen that here, that I am per- JYoul 
al ſhallnever, while, tn this World be a- 
Monet 3 4 have fcen a truth in thar 
Wc, Wham having ot (een, ye lore 3 in 
whom, 
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to the ckief of Sinners. 
bom: though now ye ſee bim not yet belitving, ye 

yoyce with joy unſpeakable, and fuil of glory. 1 
Be. 1:8, 

324. Inever knew what it was for God to 
and by me at all turns, and at every offer of 
atan to aflit me, &c. as 1 have found him 
nce 1 came jn hither; for look how fears have 
ycſcnted themſelves, fo have ſuppotrs and cn- 

pnragements 3 yea, when I have ſtarted. e- 
n as jt were, at nothing elſe but my ſhadow, 
rt God, as beirg very tender of me, hath nor 
iffcred me to be moleſted, but would with 

e Scripture or another ſtrengthen me againſt 
Il : infomuch thar I have ofren ſaid, # ere zt 
wht, 1 could pray for greater trouble, for the 
eater comforts ſake, Ecclel. 7. 14. 2 Cor, 1. 


325. Before I came to Priſon, I ſaw what was 
coming, and had eſpecially two Confiderati- 
s warm upo!; my hearr ; the firſt was, How 
> be able to encounter Death ſhould rtharbe 
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129 48 


're my portion, For the fiſt of: theſe, that . 


ripture Col, 1. 11. Was. £-cat informarion-to 
ie, namely, to pray t> God to bz ſtrengthaed 
ith all might, acror11i1g to bis glorious power, 


fo all patience and long-ſuſſtrirg with joxfulniſh-8 


ould 1c|dom go to prayer befare I was-1ai 
ned, bur for not ſo little as a year together 
iis Scarence or (weer Petition, - world, as” it 


re, thrult ir ſelf into my mind, and perſwade” 


>, that ifever I would go thorowlong ſuffer- 


pg, I muſt have all patience, <cſpecially:af' I 


puld endure 1r joyfully, 
325. 4s to the ſecond Confideration, that 
tying, (2 Cor. 1. 9 ) was of great uſe unro-me, 
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we bad the ſentence of death. in owr ſelves," that 
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Grace abounding 


we might not truſt in our ſelves, but in God thatips 
railtth the dead : By this Scripture I was madehas 1 
roſce that if ever I would ſuffer rightly, IT muſt 
firſt paſs a tentence of death upon every thing 
that can properly be called a thing of this lifzy 
evenrto reckon my elf, my Wife, my Childrengh 
my healch, my enjoy:ments and all, as dead ro 
me, and my ſelf as dead to them. 
227. The ſecond was, to live upon God rhat 
1s inviſible 4 as Pal aid in another place, The 
Way: not to faint, 15 to look ot at the things that 
are ſeen, but at the things that ave not ſeen ;, for 
the things that ave ſeen, are temporal, but thelf 
things that are nat ſeen, th:y ave eternall 5 And 
thus I reaGoned with my (c}f ; If I provide only} 
for a Priſon, then the Whip cones at unawares, 
and fo doth alſo the Pillory : Again, If I pro» 
vide only for theſe, then T am nor fit for baniſh-IWil 
ment; furrher, if I conclude that baniſhmentÞ m 
- .15rhe worſt, then if Death come, I am ſorpriz-IMz! 
_ ed} -ſorhat 1 ſee the beſt way to go thorow 
,-15to truſt in God rhrough Chriſt, astbex 
-relching che World to come ; andas touching 
BWV orld, to cont the Grave my Houſe, to ma 
Bed in Darkneſs, to ſay to Corruption. Thou art 


F-. Wehe and -to the Worm, Thou art my Mothi 
K '% 


A ; thar is, tO familiacize theſe rhinss 


"Fas <e But | notwithſtanding theſe helps, 
ke d my ws a wan, nd co ___ _ infir 
| -xne parting with my Wife and poot 
o {Ge ” gd gps been - me in this placed 
ne pulling + theflefh from my bones 3 and ha 
— becaaſe-I am fomewhat "roo too fond © 
grear+/merexes,- bur: alſo becruſe T ſhoull 
ae "_—_— ro-my miad rhe many hard 
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to the chief of Sirzers. 131 
b4tfips, miferies and wants that my poor Family 
ideas like tro meet with, ſhould I be taken from 
uſthhem, eſpecaally my poor Blind Chi'd, who lay 
ngearer my hearrthen all I had beſides ; O the 
fehoughts of the hardſhip I thought my blind 
engine might go under, would break my heart to 
| rofyeces. 

+ 329. Poor Child -/ thought T, hat ſorrow 
1athre thou hke tro have for thy Portion 1n, this 
heWorld ? Thou muſt be beaten, muſt beg, liter 
vt hunger, cold, n:*4ecdrefs, and a thouſand cala- 
fornities, chough I cannot now endure the Wind 
the ſhovf&blow upon thee : Bur yer recalling my 
ndfelf, hought I, I muſt venture you all with God, - 
1ySbouglkatr gocth to the quick to leave you : O, 
es, | ſaw mm rhis condition, I was as a man'who was 
'0-Þulling down” his Houſe upon the head of his 
h-IVife and Children ; yer, though 1,1 muſt doit, 
ny muſt do it : And now I thought of 
Z-MMz1ch-Kine that were to carry the Ar 
Wimether Countrey, and to leave their 
aSithem, 21 Sam. 6. 10, 11, 124% © ©»: 
ngf. 330. But that which he nei 
UWftation, was divers 'conf!i 
7tthree in ſpecial herg I will * | 
1 conſideration of thoſe -two Scripy 
My. Fatberltfs Children, 1 will preſere 
an#Tit- thy widows truſt in-me ; and 
Lord ſaid, Varily it ſhall go wyll-w#t 
ant, werily, 1 will cauſe the enefy dead 
ell in the time of evil, &c, Jer, 4979 


IS. 1. ; F- y 
ug- 331. 1had alſo this Confideration+that if I 4 
ould now venture all for God, Te = 


Wo rake care of my concernments z,bur. #For- 
Mook hum and his wales, for fear 'of iny croſs 
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that ſhould come to me or mine; thenT ſho 

not only fal{ifie my proſeiſion, but ſhould count 
alſo that my Concernments were not fo ſure, if 
left at Gods feet, whilit I ſtood toand for high 
Name, as they would be if they were under my 
own care thongh with the demial ofthe way e 
God. This was a ſmarting conſideration, ane 
was as ſpurs unto my fleſh ; That Scripture alſo 
greatly helped ic ro faſten the more upon me, 
where Chriſt prayes againſt+ 7a4s, thar God 
would diſappoint him in all hi>(clfiſh thoughts,F 
which — him to ſell his Maſter. Pray read it 
{oberly, PFſal. 109. 6. 7, 8, &c. 

332. 1 had alſo another Conſideration, andF' 
that was, The dread of the Torments of Hell, 
which I was ſure they muſt partake of, thar for 
fear of rhe Croſs, do ſhrink from their profeſſion 
of Chriſt, his Word and Laws, before the ſons 
of men: I rhoughral(o of the glory that he had 
xepared for thoſe .that-1n Faith, and Love, 

md:Paricnce ſtood ro his wayes before them, |, 
gs, I fay, have helped me, whenf. 
of chemiferv that both my (elf and [;; 
6. for-the. ſake of wy profeſſion, } +, 
to, hath [lain pinching oa my 


2} Y'Vhen I have iddced conceited her hrs 
baniſhed for my Profeſſion, th 
bought. of that Scripture, They were flonedyh,, 
ſan os were tempted, were ſlain, 
'$n's they wandered about in Sheep-, 
ans Got Shins. being deſtitate, aFlifted 5 
nated, of whon the world was nat worthy, for 
thought they were too bad to dwell and} 
neſt them. T have alſo thought ob 
ing; The Holy. Ghoſt witneſſeth in eve 


Ci 


to the chief of Sinners. 133 
ity, that bonds and affiiftions. abide me : Thave 
ily thought that »y ſoul-.and 7t, have ſome- 
"Wes reaſoned about the ſore and fad eſtare of 
*Fbaniſhed and exiled condition, how they are 
Wh: poſcd to hunger,tocoldgo perils,to nakednets, 
WS enemies, and a thouſnd calamiries;and :t liſt 
AS may be to die in a ditch, like a poot forlorn 
BY id deſolare Sheep. Bur I thank God hitherto I 
*Kve not been moved by theſe moſt” delicate 
aſonings, but have rather by them more ap- 
roved-my heart to God, 

234. 1will tell you of a pretty buſineſs ; 1 was 
{ab 

« 


*Ince above all the veſt, in a viry ſad and low condi- 
ab: many weths, at which time alſo 1 being but 
| youRg Priſoner, and not acquainted with the Laws, 
d this lay much upon my ſpirit, That my Impriſon- 
t might end at the Gallows fey ought-that I toubd * 
ll; now therefore Satan laid hard at mr tobiny 3 
qe 0ut of heart, by ſuggeſting thus untd me : But' how 

"OF when you come indeed to die you (honld br inthis 
Jondition; that 35, as not to ſatour the things af God, 
hor to have any evidence npon your ſoul jir's buttty ©. 
4 feats hereafter ? (for indeed at that "tint" all "tht 
0 things of God were hid from my ſoul.) t 
1 *235. Therefore when I at firſt begait to think df; 
1 Þb4s, it was.4 great trouble to me * for I thought with 
oy ſelf, that inthe condition I now was in, 1'was not 
'» Pt to die, neithr indeed did thisk 1 cont$4f1 ſhould 
: called to it : Beſides, 1 thought with mpſelf, if 
"Should make a ſcrambling ſhift to clamber up'the-Lad- 
Wer, yet I ſhould either with quaking* "of other 


y wptons of fainting, give occaſion to the enemyity. 
"" Ioach the Way of God and hu People, for their: 
Ir rouſneſs , This therefore lay with great Wot 
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me, for methought 1 ts aſvamed to di with 
e,and tottrring Ks oe gh 
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-134 Grace abounding 


335. Wherefore IT prayzdto God that he wou'd 
fort me, and give me ſtrength to do and fuffey 
he ſhould call me to; yet no comfort appear'd, but a 
coutinued hid:1was alſo at this time ſoreally paſſeſſe 
with the thought of death, that oft 1w.s as if I ml 
0n 4 Ladder with the Rape about my neck ; only thi 
was ſome encouragement tome, 1 thought Imight n 
bave an opportunity to ſprab my laſt words to am 
titude which I thought would come to ſte me dit; a 
thought I, if it mu't be ſo, if God will but convert 
ſoul by my very la't words, T [hall not count my liff;; 
thrown away, nov loſt. 
337. Bur yet all the things of God werekept 0 
of my fight, and ſtill che. Temprer followed m 
with, But whether mu/t you go when you die? Wha 
will become of you? where will you be found in anot 
” Forld ? what evidence have you for heaven and glonff * .. 
and an #nberitance among them that are ſantifrea 
Thus was 1 tojled for many weeks, and knew ne 
what to do at laſt this cpnfideration fell with 
weight upon me, That i: was for the Word and wa 
of God that I w.ts in this condition, wherefore 
.w.zs engaged not to flinch an hairs breadth from it 
338. I chought alſo,tharGod might chuſe wh 
B.. - would give me comfort now,or at the hou 
-of dearh;bur I might not rherefore couſe wheth 
I would hold my profeilion or no:I was bound, 
he was free yea, rwas my dury to ſtand to hi 
Word, wherher he would eyer look upon me e 
Emearthe laſt : Wherefore, thought I,ſave th 
Int being thus, I am for going on,and venturir 
ernal ſtare with Chriſt, whether I have comF,; 
Fe or n0; if God doth not come 1n, thoughF: 
teap off theLadder even blindfold into Ete 
þ or ſwims Heaven, come Hell 3, Lord 
#f thow-wilt catch me, as; zf not, 1 wal; 


> - > ptatare for thy Name, | 339% 
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to the clief of Siuners, p 135 : 


335.1 was no ſooner fixed upon this reſolution. 
PS at that word dropt upon me, Doth 7ob ſerve God 
4 nought ? as if the Accuſer had ſaid, Lord, 7ob is 
Mo upright man, he ſerves thee tor by reſpetts.; 
Jaſt thou not made an Hedge about him, &c. but put 
Sth now thine band, and touch all that be hath, and 
e will curſe thee to thy face, How now, thought T, 
3 this the ſign of an uprighrSoul,to defire to ſerve 
od;when all is taken from him ; Is he a godly 
Foarzthar will ſerve God for nothing rather chan 
dive out ? Bleſied be God; Then 1 hope I have 
n upright hearrt,for I am reſolved(God giving me 
rength) never to deny my Profeſſion, thaugh-I 
ave nothing at all for my pains ; and as I was thus 
onſidering, that Ecripture was ſer before me, 
"FP /al. 44. 12. Oc 
340. Now was my heart full of comfort, for I 
hoped it was ſincere; would not have been with- 
out this tryal, for much ; I am comforted'every 
time I think of it, and I hope I ſhall bleſs God far 
evcrfor the teaching I have had by it.Many moxe 
of the dealings of God rowards me,I mighrrelate. 
But theſe out of the ſpoils won in Battel bat 1 dedi- 
cated to maintain the Houſe of God, 1 Chron, 26,27, - 
THE CONCLUSION $ 
1. NF all the Temptations that ever 1 met tthite - 
| my life,to queſtion the being of God and truth 
of his Goſjel, is the wor{t,and worfi to be Jorn 5 when 
this Temptaton comes, it takts away my Girlle fog 
UE me, and removeth the Foundation fromubi mexO,T ,v 
bave often thought of that word, Have yours {F 
girt about with Truth;&-ef bat, Whets the 
lations are deſtroycd,what can the Righ 
2. Sometimes, when"d | 
looked for ſore chaſti7emens | 
very next that I bave ha# fo 


_ hn _ — 
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T «Sometimes, whens1T have bil 
he: oy myſelf a fool for myſo fort>it 
0uble. 4nd Fhen again when T have. been cx 
thought I-was not wiſe to give (ſuch way | 
uh ſtrength and weight hare hat 
bee# upon me. 
28% Thave wondered much at this one thing, th 
{aye doth viſit my ſoul with never ſo bleſſed 
diſcovery of himſelf, yet 1 baus found again, thi 
(hours have attended me.afterwards, that Than 
been in my ſpirit ſo filled with darkneſs, that 1 
not ſd much. as once conceive, what that God ani 
that Comfort was with which I have been reſreſki 
4- Thave ſometimes ſeen more in a lint of the Bible 
than Iroutd wel tell how to ſtand under, yit 1 
another timethe whole Bible bath been to me as drya 
a we or rather my heart bath been ſo dead and 4 
unto #f,that I could not conceive the leaft dram 9 
refrebment, though I bave look't it all over. 
s. Of alltears, they are beſt that are madg byt 
Blood of Chri[t; and of all jay, that is the ſweeteh 
thates mixt with mourning over Chrift: Oh ! "tis 1 
gvodly thing to beon our kneeswith Chriſt in our arms 
before God. 1 hope 1 know ſomething of theſe thing 
7. TI find to this dity ſever a'ominations in my beertc2, 1. 
et. ings to unbelie}, 3, Sudden!y 1 forget the leve cmd mere 
that Chrift mannifesterh. 3.4 leaning to 1he works of the 
Law. 4. Windrings and coldneſs tn prayer. $.To frrgety 
watch for 1bat I pray for. 6.. Apt 10 murmur becauſe I have #9 
more, & yet ready to aluſe whit I bave. 7. Ican d-> none of 
_  #hoſt4bings whic» God commands me, bur my corruptions wil 
/  Abrf? in themſelves. When 1 would do g-0d evii 5 preſens 
wth m 
7, Tha things I continually ſce and feel, and am offliified 
and oppre 4». z Yet ihe Y7iſilom- ff God doth ord:r them 
T: pt 2, Thty male me cbbor my ſclf, t, They hep 
mernuing » y b art, 3' They convince me of the 1 ſuf- 
wy fat day rent regbres facſ3. 4. They ſbew me the ne 
Lk e Mx” p preſs me to pray auto God, 
beY ſhow mot} a awe "Ria ins-genG & 
louv!'e Me: | J ol tr 1pb t-10bely 
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